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17 C. Luzon villages in 3 
provinces at risk for 
landslides, says geologist 
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Joker: If SC sustains 
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Tonyboy Cojuangco's 
dream of building 

digital theaters dashed 


Series of explosive protests 
until GMA quits, says group 


By Dona Pazzibugan 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


A GROUP CLAIMING TO BE COMPOSED OF 
young military officers yesterday announced the 
Ties of explosive protest activities" 
‘a powerful blast rocked Mala- 
сапап. 
In an unsigned statement sent through fax, the 
Young Officers Union of the New Generation and 
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GMA sends off Spanish 
rescue team, dogs to Leyte 


By Nikko Dizon 
THREE K-9 DOGS SENT 


ment to assist in the 
search-andarescue opera- 


| by the Spanish govern- 
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tions in Southern Leyte 
had no less than Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo 
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Blast rocks Malacanang 


Explosion also 
hits Makati; 

grenade found 
in Quezon City 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


AS PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo was about to meet with 
officials of the Intellectual Prop- 
erty Office (IPO) for a thanks- 
giving lunch in Malacafiang yes- 
terday, a loud explosion rocked 
the Palace grounds. 


‘The explosion, which occurred at 12:02 
pam. in front of the Radio and Television 
Malacañang office (RTVM), shook nearby of- 
fices but did not cause serious damage. 

А second explosive device went off on а 
street in Makati City at 1:30 p.m, injuring а 
3-year-old girl. 

Hours before, а grenade with its safety pin 
missing was disarmed by police in Quezon 
‘City. Ie was found in a garbage bin outside the 
National Printing Office. 

Ie was unclear if the two other cases were 
related to the blast at Malacafiang. 

А group claiming to be young “reformist” 
military officers claimed in a statement that it 
“started today a series of explosive protest ac- 
tivities chat will continue and even escalate 
until Gloria Arroyo leaves the presidency" 
(See story above.) 

"The unsigned statement was sent through fax 
by the Young Officers Union of the New Genera- 
Чоп (YOUNG) and Reformist AFP (RAPP). 

Brig. Gen. Delfin Bangit, head of the Presi- 
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55 
د ی بی‎ 
FARMER Venancio Mencede, 50, leads US Marines to where his hous 


Chona was atthe village elementary school that disappeared under the mudslides last Friday. 


ise once stood in Barangay Guinsaugon hoping they could find what he has lost. His daughter 
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Voices heard below the ground 


UNEXPECTED By Volt Contreras, 


VISITOR: 
Business 
tycoon Lucio 


Jani Arnaiz 
and Connie E. Fernandez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Tan surveys the 


wasteland on 
Monday. (See 
Poge AIT) 


Kitchen brigade : 


with no stove, 
water or food 


by Luz Gaerlan-Lopez 


HEN AN OFFICER 
went to the gate of 
Camp Crame on Day į 


One of the 1986 People Power 
revolution to ask for people who 
could cook, I was one of those 
who immediately volunteered. 
i was then 55 years old, a volunteer in 
the Cory Aquino election campaign and 
KITCHEN: AIS 


I gave light 
ByJulie Garcia 


WAS ONLY TURNING 6 
Tes old when the first Edsa 
Revolution occurred. I could 
barely understand what was 
happening or the political situa- 

{ tion we were facing. 

1 was curious to know what was going 
on, but know that something big was tak- 
ing place. 

1 could see on television that a lot of peo- 


ple were marching in the streets, praying, 
TAVE AIS 


qe pen: MGT USUS 


RALLYING WITH DAD, Pablito Sanidad jr., at 5. 


(Storyon Page AIS.) 


[THE PALACE 


i 
i 


ByRita B. Gadi 
(Fist of wo parts) 

Editor's Note: The following are ex- 
cerpts from the forthcoming book, “Imel- 
da Unmasked,” by the author, who served 
as media adviser to President and Ms 
Marcos. She was based at the Maharlika 
Broadcasting Station. 


ST BERNARD, 


THE MILI 


Why the 


did not fire at Edsa 


SOUTHERN 
Leyte—First there were "scratch- 
es” on what seemed like a metal 


sheet. Then rhythmic tapping. Fi- 
nally, there were sounds like hu- 
man voices. 

Hope was coming in trickles 
yesterday but itwas enough to lift 
the spirits of rescue teams scram- 
bling to save about 250 children 

teachers feared buried in a 


TARY 
cannons 


school that disappeared under a 
massive landslide. 

Gov. Rosette Lerias told ће In- 
‘quien at about 4 p.m. that she just 
got a report from a Filipino rescue 
team that it had just heard "very 
faint rhythmic tapping" at he site 

voices ale 


Bishop Soc 
slams gov't, 
Edsa I ‘pimps 
and rapists’ 


POLITICIANS, PARTICULARLY 
those who have benefited from it, 
have raped People Power, accord- 


i ing toa bishop who was a veteran 


By Napoleon C. Manalo 
irstoftvoparti) 


died without being recognized for the very 


Te IS THE STORY OF MY FATHER WHO 


large contribution he made to the first Edsa 
people power revolution, a very sad gift for a mili- 
tary man who served his country well for 35 years. 


My father, Col, Carlos B. Mana- 
lo, the chief ordnance and bomb 
disposal expert of the Philippine 
Constabulary, died on June 11, 
1998. He never had the satisfac- 
Чоп of having his act of heroism 
recognized. None of the books 
that supposedly covered every 
event during the four days of Ed- 


sa mentioned his name. 


If Edsa did not become a 


1 WROTE THIS ENTRY ON MY DIARY 
on Feb. 24, 1986: 

" bomb had just exploded some- 
where on the roof of the Palace. On the 
second floor where the residence and 
offices were located, the large wooden 
chandeliers swayed precariously, The 
hardwood floors of the Ceremonial Hall 
heaved. 


ge 


bloody event, it was because my 
father refused to follow the or- 
ders of Gen. Fabian Ver to re- 
lease the ammunition for the 
howitzers that would have fired 
at the crowds at Edsa. 

‘And after President Marcos quit 
Malacafiang, it was my father who 
eared the grounds of all the 
bombs that Maj. Wyrio Ver had 

als 


Rebels bomb Malacafiang; Marcos stoic’ 


"The chairs were in disarray and the 


thiek curtains dividing the Hall from the f 


receiving lounge were drawn. It was | 
dark and deserted except for a few 
Palace guards who stood by the exits. 
"They scampered toward President 
Marcos study and shouted at me to take. 


cover, But where could Igo? 1тап with $ 


REBEL/AIS 
iE YL 
3 


Ё of the February 1986 uprising 


that awed the world. 

n a scathing statement titled 
"Looking at People Power,” Balan- 
ga Bishop Socrates Villegas, who 
was a close associate of the late 
Jaime Cardinal Sin, yesterday 
said the low-key celebration pre- 
pared by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's administration was 
Indicative of the behavior of 
“pimps and rapists” who aban- 
doned their victim after getting 
whatthey wanted. 

Villegas sald the administra- 
tion was staging a simple cele- 
bration and banking on the eu- 
phemism that people power 
was really in the heart simply 
because it had “abused and 
plundered” the legacy of the 
event. 

“1 protest against the way the 
government remembers їз 
roots,” he said. "I pity people 
power” 

As confidant of then Manila 
‘Archbishop Sin, Villegas had an 


1 insider's look at the civil 


kan backed revolt that toppled 
the dictator Ferdinand Marcos. 

Te was Sin, the would-be bish- 
op's longtime mentor, who had 
called on the people to converge 
on Edsa and help secure then De- 
fense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile 
and then Armed Forces Vice Chief 
of Staff Fidel V Ramos 
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EO 464 makes GMA quasi-dictator-Joker 


By T] Burgonio 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO WOULD 7] Minority 
RULE in a "quasi-dictatorship" and the senators „ж : 1 2 es 

would be “castrated” if the Supreme Court us.. "Sc P starts own 
; tains Executive Order No. 464, maverick adminis- | j 


tration Sen. Joker Arroyo warned yesterday. Зай. =, / campaign 


Arroyo said the high courts because we will be nothing more | 5 Cd Ch: h 
iggscheduled hearing today of a e, than eunuchs,” he said. f * VS a-cha 
tion questioning the const "IF this is granted, we're 2b 
ionality of the order, which bars practically inutile. What wil | By Norman Bordadora 
S government, military and police we do? Howeanweenactlegis- | | ^ T А 
: officials from testifying in Con- lation without а hearing be- MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE MI 
 gressional investigations without cause the President will not al- A тойу yesterday started their 
Ehe Presidents permission, was a low the Cabinet members to own signature campaign to derail 
matter of "life and death” for the appear? How can we enact he Charter change train started 
Senate laws if we can't get informa- last week by House Speaker Jose 
The senator who would tion because the President will de Venecia. 
orally argue the case for the tell ће Cabinet members not Е s House Minority Leader Francis 
Senate, said that a judicial rati- to produce the information = Escudero of Sorsogon and 
fication of EO 464 "would re- that we need?" BACK TO EDS pewsoc | Parafiaque Rep. Roilo Golez au- 
Sult in a quasi-dietacorship be. "We have to rely on the Execu- | Former DepEd Secretary Butch Abad (from left), Rep. Risa Honteveros, former DSWD Secretary thored the resolution now being 
eule a ui deat сап rule tive to make laws. Thatis why the | Dinky Soliman, Ronald Lamas of Laban ng Masa and Karen Tanada announce the holding ofa huge |. routed among members of the 
Without having to think of partnership of the Executive and | protestrally on Wednesday to mark the first day of the Edsa People Power Revolt 20 years ago. House minority and those who 
Congress and Congress can't the Senate or Congress is indis- signed the impeachment com- 
make laws to curtail presiden- pensable. EO 464 effectively cuts plaint against President Macapa- 


tial excesses.” that relationship.” PhilS t t | t ifi d VACC gal-Arroyo in Jul 

ee otto eame PhilSports gate electrified — Dur -- 

З перет о арра che depart This prompted the senators been injured or killed by elecrocu- formed to ꝗ . persons were Killed Chacha congressmen need to 
them. Only President GMA has the high court to resolve its ре. legedly charged a gate and secl The report also accused the have been a grand celebration of stitutional requirement to has- 
flashpoint for confrontation be- bers of the administration- reported yesterday. to sign a waiver to absolve the filea caseagainst the program er. last week, De Venecia started 
"IE the EO 464 is sustained, Т ed, fine. We wont agree to be cas: set up a Complaint Desk in front one more week to accommodate he victims were under trau- ples Coalition), said Cavite 


NEWSBRIEFS Free-Erap 
Misuari case remanded to DO] offer a trap 


THE MAKATI REGIONAL TRIAL COURT HAS REMANDED i 

Turn aa e — Pimentel 
Коал and his seven eo-accused for a reinvesligation to 

e Department of Justice. in an order Issued Friday А 
Makati RTC Branch 138 Judge Sixto Marella Jr. suspended By Philip C. Tubeza 
for 60 days court proceedings on he rebellion case lodged 
Фаза! Misuar and seven others for allegedly spurring the SENATE MINORITY AQUILINO PI- 
2001 Jolo uprising, where some 100 people wore killed. mene Jr said yesterday that Mala- 
Магейа noted that 2002 order by the Municipal тиа. cañang's offer to broker the tempo- 
our of Jolo. Sulu and a Dec. 2003 resolution by then DOJ ary release of former President 
Sec, Simeon Oatumanong were зї! pending, oth ordered Joseph Estrada was intended to dis- 
ne determination of probable cause on the rebelion sunde Estrada from supporting op- 
charges." TaraV.Quismumdo position groups that are consolidat- 
" ing against the adminisuarion. 
Meralco appeals SC ruling “pimentl said һе suspected tat 
THELOPEZ-OWNED MANILA ELECTRIC COMPANY (MERAL- фе offer made by Presidential Chief 
со) and the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) yesterday ol Staff Michael Defensor was a mi. 
Сарана a recent Supreme Court ruling voiding MeralooS sl balloon” and thar Estrada was 
1827 centavo power rate hike. In separate motions, Meralco ght in turning it down, "believing 
dnd the ERC asked the court to set aside ts Feb. 2rulng. йз ¢ wag a trap and another poten! 
...... 
C.. 
. ^ e Mer seriously” unless сате 
discretion." Meralco claimed that "tne implementation of the ауса сае 
.. dial fom Presiden: Macapa 
..... SAT oooy oying 
ton which could not have been coniempiated by tha framers ot, "Why are they now teling, Mr 
the law (Electric PowerindustryRelormAct)" Armand N. ме e^ са oed 
— cure his temporary liber? 
8 Pimentel said in a staeme: 

Imelda foregoes HK trip Weren't they always saying be- 

Ғауогіє ev lm Ѕегіоез уїппег FORMER FIRST LADY IMELDA R. MARCOS YESTERDAY IN- fore that it was the policy of Mala- 

EEA ec tie Sanaiganbayan that she mouia lorego ner medi Saang not to interfere in, the 

GalestmentinHong Kong to enable her to vist and help Court case against the former Pres- 
etim ofthe mudslide stricken town of Salnt Bemard, in ident because they respect the in- 
Southern Leyte "I'm foregoing my trip to Hong Kong but| dependence of the judiciary” 
wal go to (Southern) Leyte instead." she told reporters. "VII Estrada is under arrest at his 
{ty akhough | know I's very dangerous because Its raining. Test house in Tanay, Rizal while 
Tha Leytenian know my way. Mrs. Marcos sald, adding undergoing trial on plunder be- 
that she was deeply saddened by what happened. The fore the Sandiganbayan: 
Sandiganbayan earlier allowed Mrs. Marcos to travel to Pimentel said the offer could. 
Hong kong and Seok alternative medica! treatment lor hor be a trial balloon since Defensor 
Тоо and aling knees. Mis. Marcos was alowedatwo- made it public even before lt 
Greek slay In the lormer British colony from Feb. 7 10 Feb. соціа be presented 10 Estrada, 


a Nelson F Fores “Тус Palace was apparently only 


i i i testing the waters,” he said. 
Pinoy hostage in Nigeria safe Defensor earlier disclosed that 
THE PHILIPPINE EMBASSY IN NIGERIA SAID YESTERDAY des op religious leaders were 
Жапы een alder rue ee Cute O sere oe gun for 
Hostage by этпей mins roma barge n the Niger Delta "are fand ye Torey. was placed 
.. welby SF APO.” ynder theis recognizanee 

În a press statement Philippine Ambassador to Abuja, б 
— — Group, He Said rhe Рашо would пос 
‘relayed this information to the embassy. Aside from the Fil- poop c " 
1ріпо national, throe Americans. two Egyptians, two Thais, and “Why is Secretary Defensor, 
‘on wore snatched ше 0 whose credibly is doubtful the 
... that had declared “Iota onc saying зо many things about 
... OFA Undersecretary Estaban the offer? If this is the iden of 
Conejos. Jt sad, The DFA withheld the Рірпо workers deni. President Arroyo, why has she 
ty pending ongoing negotiations for iho ralease ofthe not said anything in favor ofthe 
боза. Мало Dion, proposal,” Need 
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5 Abus 
killed 
in clash 


GOVERNMENT. 
TROOPS killed five 
Abu Sayyaf members 
їп a clash in Basilan 
on Monday a mili 
tary official said yes- 
terday. 

Col. Darwin Guer- 
та, the commander of 
the army battalion in. 
the area, said an 
army patrol battled a 
band of Abu Sayyaf 
rebels near the town. 
of Tuburan inthe ear- 
ly moming. 

The troops recov: 
ered the bodies of 
five gunmen after an 

ng firefight in 
which four soldiers 
were wounded, he 
said. The casualties 
were airlifted to a 
military hospital in 
Zamboanga. 

The Abu Sayyaf 
has waged a 155 
campaign of bomb- 
ings and kidnappings 
in Mindanao, US and 
Filipino intelligence 
officials say the 
group was set up 
with seed money 
fom Osama Ып 
Laden, the leader of 
the al-Qaida net- 
work. 

‘On Monday, annual 
military exercises 
started involving 
troops from the Philip- 
ppines and the United 
States, which has been 
providing counter-ter- 
то raining to Fil- 
ipino woops. АРР 
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Get A Flat Tummy 
By Summer! 


No diet. No exercise. No diet pills. No surgery. 
Get rid of the bulges in your midsection. Our tum 
to effectively melt away stubborn fat and hel 


veryone will see the amazin 


you 


Have a FLAT, SEXY TUMMY to match your new bikini 
You'll love it — so will he. 
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MAKATI 


Call 894-BODY (2639) 
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Blasts rock Malacafiang, Makati; grenade found in QC 


Frompage Al green garbage trolley and scattered 1:30 pam. yesterday injuring a girl. 
the trash, mostly dried leaves. Ital Chief Insp. Manuel Santos, 
dential Security Group (PSG), so broke a branch and frayed leaves chief of the Makati Police Depart 
Who rushed to the scene minutes ofa dwarf coconut tree. TS ments Police Community Precinct 
afer the incident, immediately The plastic trash Ып was 4, said the ping pong ball turned 
Said that the explosion was not placed in the area by 58-year-old Ош to be an improvised explosive 
caused by a bomb. Palace gardener Florentino Caris device, which had been filed with 

Bangitsaid the explosion could around 11 a.m. gunpowder and shrapnel. 
ave been caused by chemicals А co-worker, who agreed to <A © ‘The victim was taken to the Os- 
found ina plastic garbage rolley speak only if he was not identified, d pital ng Makati for treatment of 

A Said that Caris and other gardeners ” ashes on her legs. Santos said 
Lacquer thinner took their lunch break at that time ‹ the girls wounds were mostly 

Later, at а news conference, and resumed workby 1p shallow cuts due to the shrapnel. 
Presidential Chief of Staf The co-worker said Caris was 
Michael Defensor said that initial assigned to the eastern side of the 5 : So loud 
findings by explosive expers Palace grounds and had used the ө „ “The sound was so loud, that's 
showed that the explosion was trash bin to gather leaves. why my neighbors went out of 
caused by lacquer thinner that Caris has been working in $ 3 LU their houses to see what hap- 
was ignited by a lit cigarette ora Malacafiang for 30 years. He was $ ы ТАСЫНА pened,” said Romy Reyes, 55, a 
Durning object. taken in by the PSG for question- E 5 longtime resident. 

“This is a result of a chemical ing and his superiors did not Tn Quezon City, an M26 frag- 
reaction,” Defensor told reporters make him available for interview. mentation grenade was discov- 
five hours after the explosion. егей at the National Printing Of- 

Defensor said the initial PSG K-9 team 2 k fice with its safety pin missing. 
. Bearing heavy firearms, PSG Tm x us A nurse identified as Josephine 
tion or elements that will show guards immediately cordoned А E : SESS, coginsaw the “round, light-green 
шг this was am improvised ex. the area as two K9 bomb sniffing THE REMAINS from a mysterious explosion in the Malacafang grounds are examined by the Presidential metallic object in front of the 
plosive device.” dogs were deployed todetect any Security Group, which so far is being explained as having been caused by a toxic mix of chemicals insidea NPO main office on Edsa comer 

But he was not ruling out that trace of bomb elements eon! Tuo, NIA Road at 6:55 a.m. 
the explosion was an accident or _ Minutes later, explosive experts Investigators believed whoever 
was done intentionally from the Western Police Distrkt in near a marker put up by che lier. sives around Metro Manila yes- gency meeting, security matters left the grenade had intended to 

шей оп the аш ital find- Manila helped in collecting debris national Peace Movement. The terday could be the work of some were discussed, including the setit off, because the safety pin had 
ings, Defensor said the explosion for forensic investigation. White markers message reads group outto“createfearand pan- movement of people from the beenremoved. 
could be part of destabilization at- "There are no indications that “May Peace Prevail on Earth.” fe among the people. provinces to Metro Manila appar- Earlier this year, the govern- 
... there are explosives based on he A witness described the blastas Не said the explosion was also ently in preparation forthe protest теп said there had best nic 

Аша ию were reaction of the bomb (sniffing) similartoa"2I-man gunsalute” meantto"sowinrigue”inthePSG, rallies marking the 20th anniver- cessful efforts by unidentified 
there, who were involved, these- dogs," Bangit told reporters. "Another witness, Nora, who which is tasked with protecting the sary of People Power I this week. _ groups to recruit military units to 
curity there and other parallel in. | á „ works at the cooperative store President and Malacafang. They also discussed threats launch a coup against the Presi- 
vestigations, we haven't done ‘Very minor explosion near the RTVM office, said the But Defensor took back his ear. from rightist groups but the jus- dent 
that yet,” he said. “Letus not give this incident any store shook. She said she and oth- lier statement saying that it was tice secretary said the military  MsAroyosurviveda brief mil- 

А more meaning than it really is, 2 er employees ran to the spot based on the initial report фага was in control itary uprising by more than 200 
Emergency meeting very minor explosion,” Govern- where the blast occurred and bomb had caused the explosion. р, soldiers who took over the coun- 

Ms Arroyo convened an emer. ment Media Secretary Cerge Re- found smoke coming from the Ping pong ball пуз financial district ín Makati in 
gency meeting with select Cabi- monde, who was the firstPalaceof- garbage bin. Movement of people ‘An hour after the explosion July 2003. Last year, the Presi- 
ber members to discuss the ex. ficial on the scene, told reporters. В “Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- rocked Malacañang, another jolted dent also survived an impeach- 
plosion. He said he heard the explosion Fear and panic lez, who was attending the aresidential area in Makati City ment complaint launched by the 

Che meeting came ahead ofthe from his new office at the New Hours before а news confer. thanksgiving lunch with officials _ What looked like a harmless opposition, which accused het of 
Prades meeting with the Na Executive Building, less than half ence at the Palace, Defensor told ofthe IPO, said hedid nothearthe ping pong ball exploded in a va. stealing the May 2004 ele 
tional Security Council scheduled a kilometer away. the Ingumea and a television in- blast and only got wind of when cant Jot at the comer of M. Reyes tion. With reports from Gil C. 
for today. . re Vener has the Palace explo. someone seni iim a text message. and Jery Streets in Barangay Ро Cabacungan Jr, Tarra V. Quis- 

"The “explosion shattered de porters that the blast site was sion and the discovery of explo- Gonzalez said that at the emer- del Pilar in Makati City at around mundo, DJ Yap and AFP 


Series of explosive protests 
OPEN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT until GMA quits, says group 


President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo From page Al impostor President." 
Malacañang, Manila i 
= паля AFP roune and Accidental? 

RAFP) said “the explosive protest Ага briefing six hours afer the 
Her Excellency, activites will continue and even blast, Presidential Chief of Staff 
salate until Gloria Arroyo Michael Defensor said he was “sur- 
i lesves the presidency of the prised" that the rebellious 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) is an important commodity for most households and the e e enu Bom f ee wid own up D e 
continuing increase in the price thereof is one of public concern. With the passage of | Malacafiang Palace” blasts in Malacafang and Makati 
g p p x 
Republic Act No. 8479, otherwise known as the Downstream Oil Deregulation Act of 1998, | „Ви the Young Ойсыз Union EE макал i 
the independent or new players offer prices reasonably lower than those of the oil majors. To 33 „ 
date, about 25% of the market share are LPG brands of the independent players. The | mentoftheYOUNGandRAFR He noted that a soldier had al- 
oil majors, however, want to stifle competition and, in effect, deprive the consumers ofthe | «Govt didit Festen de bent t 
choice of purchasing the LPG brand that appeals to them. mus he Ue b EE o 
1 im 3 theirs [the governments], said А fragmentation grenade was 
LPG trading is peculiar in that a consumer who purchases LPG did not have to buy ће | the source cn the YOUng, who discovered yesterday in front of 
same brand of the cylinder he owns but is required to surrender an LPG cylinder, whether of | asked nor to be named, the National Printing Office in 
the same brand or another brand. Because the total market share of the independent players 3 5 
is already significant, LPG cylinders of the independent players are transferred to the | the group was supposed to be in- chestrated effort or a move being 
oil majors and vice-versa. During the time of DOE Secretary Vincent Perez, discussions to | volved in dandesine operations underaken by these groups. 1 
provide mechanism for LPG cylinder exchange and swapping was pursued because LPG directed at Ms Arroyo's ouster The they claim they are doing these, 


а : об зин à р шс hes spoken on behalfofthe and indeed if they did these, that 
Pilinder exchange in fact occur. Even as the oil majors through their representatives | Young since he group sued e is the height fof unpatriotism in 


participated in the series of discussions, there was refusal to sign the draft Memorandum of | first statement mid-last year the wake of what we are doing in 
Agreement. Ms. Zenaida Monsada, Director of the Oil Industry Management Bureau had Previous statements by the Southern Leyte,” Defensor said. 


е : Jg were signed by a certain He was referring to the rern. 
presented the so-called Thai model of cylinder exchange and swapping as an alternative but FFC 


had not taken further action. There has been no further meeting that has been called on the | vious pseudonym. ıa landslide buried close to 2,000 
matter by theincumbent DOE Secretary. “The source also denied that his people 
ey the te pen жо group had linked up with the 
The LPG brands acquired by the independent players in the course of trading had been | YOUNG and ВАР il Defensor said the government 
the subject of flag down by law enforcement agencies, raids of the establishment of the Maybe theyre сешп а sce- would not benefit from orches- 
independent players, and various cases filed before government agencies. The sole purpose | rai ro uty the declaration ofa wating e blast as claimed by 
thereof is to paralyze the operations of these independent players. The long arm of the lawis sate of emergency said the source. фе opposition. 


15 Members of the Cabinet are 
used to oppress and not to promote government policy competition. Serious efforts of the | Unconfirmed not “seared” by the threat of the 


independent players to find an equitable and long-term solution have been unsuccessful. Also yesterday, aman claiming YOUNG-RAFP and neither is the 
tobe 1st L. Lawrence San Juan, President who will continue with 
Even the establishment of an LPG cylinder maintenance fund to be shouldered by the | gne of the four Magdalo in unn н settled "business as un 
independent players have been curiously turned down. The money to purchase new | detention facility on m 17 we “Defensor belied the YOUNG 
cylinders and repair dilapidated ones was volunteered by independent players, with | inerviewedoverRMNradio. | and RAFP as he raised, senon 
oil majors as collecting agency only, but the latter has not shown any interest in helping the Burit was not confirmed whether doubts about the capability of the 
indus the caller was really San Juan. The group to carry out its threat. 
киин. caller did not sound like San Јал. — "I think this is the same group 
В : San Juan was interviewed over that threatened me in the past, 1 
The existence of the independent players, as going concerns, are now under threat, and | ABS-CBN shortly after he and don't even know if the group ex- 
the only direction is for the oil majors to regain an oligopoly of the LPG sector. The trend three others escaped. At the time ists or if it is a genuine organiza- 
toward liberalization and free. competition is undermined. Unless the appropriate he said he and the others were tion, said Defensor. 


: out to oust the President, but he nen asked whether the blast 
government agencies take immediate measures to address this problem, the consuming | ever resonedtoname-calling. аз an inside job, Defensor sald: 


public will suffer from having to limit their purchases from the oil majors, without recourse | Inthe imerview aver RMN yes. "We cant sty for sure, thats a 
to reasonably priced LPG products offered by independent players. tering бе caller claiming to be possi 
i „. | dent as a “monster” and warmed ‘Protests of the people" 
.— Aside from such deprivation to the consuming public, thousands who depend on their | pis — ера ^ The YOUNG 5 
livelihood from the independent players stand to lose their employment or sources of | beforedieendofFebruary” 140 that they were committed as pro 
income. Th ie statement, the YOUNG tector of the people and the state. 
and RARP called on all members of “We love cur people, especialy 
ive acti the Cabinet to resign immediately those who suffered so much hunger 
We appeal for positive action by her Excellency on this matter. FCC 
explosive protest hat wil геме deliver our people from the comup- 
" indegree in thecomingdays” an of our traditional politicians, 
LPGMarketer's Association "We likewise call on all gener. the treason of our leaders, the in. 
(РОМА) als and officers of е AFP and morality of those in government 
i PNP whom Gloria Arroyo has not and the insensitiviy of the Filipino 
FFC totally corrupted to withdraw elite so that our generation and the 
PPOR their support for her to join us as generations to come wil have a 
Wwe definitely move to remove this brighter future,” they said. 
— ` ^ 
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RP eyes new security accord with the US 


‘THE PHILIPPINES. 

modern security at 

ed States to cover 3 
natural disasters and other threats, Defense 
Secretary Avelino Cruz said yesterday. 

"The US has been a major source of military 
aid for the poorly funded armed forces in the 
form of training and hardware such as rifles, 
gunboats and helicopters. 

‘Washington has poured in more than $300 
million in security assistance since 200 
cluding funds to build roads, bridg 
systems and schools in poor commun 

Cruz said new threats had en 
the early 1950s when the Philippines: eem 
mutual defense treaty with the US to align it 
self against the threat of communism. 

"One clear threat that has emerged is tr 
rorism,” Cruz told Reuters in an interview. “It 
will be more fitting and proper and more ef- 
fective if we have a mechanism and frame- 
‘work that will address the emerging threats. 

"The military has been fighting communist 
and Muslim insurgencies since the late 1960s 
and, more recently the influx and influence of 
regional militants linked to a 

‘Cruz, who was President MacapagalArroyo's 
lawyer before she named him defense secretary 
in August 2004, said Manila also must contend 
‘with transnational crime, disaster management 
and the spread of diseases such as bird fiu. 


He did not specify when negotiations for signe 
the new pact would wrap up, but officials in Senat — 


his department said they 
ment, supplementing the 
treaty, to be ready for signin 

One oficial said бе arrangement wou 


xed the 


several ofits Southeast Asian neighbors. 

"Lam a lawyer with experience inc 
jurisdiction and law,” he said. "T think 
portant the Philippines comes up wi 
agreement that respects the crimina 
tion and sovereignty of Filipinos.” 

He said the future security pacts would be 
consistent with the Philippine constitution 
and laws to avoid a repeat of the 
generated by a rape case а 
Marines after they had taken par 
exercises ast year 

Philippine and US troops hold an average 
of 20 war games 
cises every year tary п 
plans against an ext attack in the Pacific. 

"The presence of US troops is covered by a 
separate pact, the Visiting Forces Agreement 


Basta "CHROME" s sa P. Tuazon Tarot 


721-2961 


ter the Philippine Philippine troops, US soldiers һауе were diverted at the weekend to a vil- 
: ster relief. _ lage in Southern Leyte buried by a 
0 US troops collapsed mountainside after wecks 
war games of rain Reuters 


litary bases in 199) 
yond training and 
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the WORLD conn 
Bin Laden vows never to be taken alive 


CAIRO, EGYPT—OSAMABIN LADEN PROMISED titi ze tr tne алено ота riens ͤ maiang US ur help pei dius 
э able imi “What's more, the mj ganda, year ће longest period without a 
never to be captured alive and declared the US maliy and the criminality of Sad- by the grace of Allah, have been able ... message since the Sept, 11 2001 
had resorted to the same “barbaric” tactics used a а ы ы Че алы жаш а хв носе син the United 
i 5 ? using that language to de- security procedures undertaken by major conflict in Iraq had ex tats. 
by Saddam Hussein, according to an audiotape „кыл, Bin tader eee te opis cmm ofthe d. “The mga Agr бае The Get month het 
purportedly by the al-Qaida leader that was post. to deny س‎ by = Bush ad- 2 hyvia: — зп тже Rte > of тк 3 initial recording 
ili i Smünspaton that the former ka seen, in tems of bombings in the killed and injured in addition tothe as that of Bin Laden, an agency offi- 
ed Monday on a militant website. leader had tes to al-Qaida—tes capital of the most important Euro- massive material losses, not to men- cial told The Associated Press at the 
‘The tape appeared to be а com- death, I don't wantto die humiliated that were given as one rationale for pean states”. tion the collapse of troop morale time. The al-Qaida leader is be- 
plete version of one that was fist or deceived," Bin Laden said, inthe invading Iraq. "he tapes release in January and the increase of the suicide rates lieved to be hiding in the border re- 
‘broadcast Jan, 19 on AbJazeera, the — llminute-26.second tape. Bin Laden also denied Bush ad- came days after а US airstrike in among them,” the Bin Laden voice gion ‘between Afghanistan and Pak- 
рита stelle channel, in hich in drawing the comparison to minisratn assertions dati was Pakistan that was targeting Bin said. istan. 
2... American kary behavior în iraq. betertfghrtemonssininqün Ladens берау ß to the Апей. The lst elope pd 
a long-term truce but also said his tothatof Saddam, thespeaker said: on US sol and reportedly killed four leading can people, the speaker said: be from Bin Laden was broadcast in. 
.. “The jihad is continuing with "The war against America and із al-Qaida figures, indudng possibly — “You сап reme whatever you December 2004 by AlJazeera. In 
launch a fresh attack on American strength, for Allah be all the credit, allies has not remained confined to al-Zawahri son-in-law. There was can from this hell. ‘The solution is in that recording, he endorsed Abu- 
soil ере Ш бе bert the ropes: raq ashe (Bush) claims, but rather no mendon ofthe attack on безер. your hands, if their (US oops) sit- Musab ai Zarqawi a his cei 
"p have swom to only live free. sive steps taken by the American Iraq has become a point of attrac- ments that were broadcast. ‘uation matters to you at all.” Iraq and called for a boycott of Iraqi 
ven if T find biter the taste of Army and its agents, to the extent tion and recruitment of qualified nthe full tape that was posted К was the first tape from the al- elections. AP 


Israel cuts off | - Bird flu continues 


money flow advance in Europe 
to Palestinians FFF 


t 4 tinued its advance across Europe poultry, France confirmed late 
GAZAISRAEL HALTED пэ MONT | ff ; - Sunday wih more infected bids Saturday that HSNI had been 
transfer of millions of dollars to the Palestini- found in Germany and Italy identified in a wild duck found 
ап Authority ahead of the formation of a hile in India seven people were dead in the centraleastern Ain 
Hamas-led Cabinet, a move President Mah- under observation with symp- department 

moud Abbas said had plunged the Palestini- toms ofthe disease. Since 2003, over 90 people 
ans into a "financia crisis. "The HSNI strain of the flu have died from bird flu in China, 

Та ап apparent nod to international calls to which can be potentially fatal to Southeast Asia, [rag and eastern 
avoid adding to Palestinian hardship, interim humans was detected for the first Turkey after ‘contracting the 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's Cabinet decid- time on the German mainland in HSNI virus from infected poultry. 
ed against implementing tougher sanctions the northeast sue of Мебел. No human infections have been 
Israeli defense officials had proposed to try to burg-Pomerania, bringing the to- reported in Europe. 
weaken Hamas. tal number of cases in the country While the virus cannot now be 

“Unfortunately, the pressures have begun 61. animal health experts said. passed between humans, experts 
and the support and the aid started to de. In italy, the Institute of Animal fear that if it acquires this ability 
crease .. therefore we are currently in а real Health in the northeastern city of it could cause a pandemic with 
financial crisis,” Abbas told reporters in Gaza, Padua announced the virus had casualties running into the mil- 
ahead of a meeting this week with Hamas been detected in a total of 16 lions 
leaders to discuss a unity Cabinet birds in the country. French Health Minister Xavier 

Israel and the United States have called on HSNI was also confirmed in Bertrand stressed that the dead 
other nations to boycott Hamas, which ‘Tuzla and Navodari on the shores duck was an isolated case, al- 
crushed Abbas's long-dominant Fatah faction of the Black Sea in Romania, though food authorities said tests 
in a Jan, 25 election, winning 74 parliamen- bringing to 33 the number of sites were continuing on some 15 
tary seats, until it disarms and recognizes the. ‘where it has been found nation- birds found dead in various parts 
Jewish state and interim peace deals wide, a veterinary official sid. ofthe country. 

The United States, the Jewish state's Samples from the latest Roma- — "There will be no financial or 
biggest ally, has asked the Palestinian Author- nian cases were sent to the Euro- economic obstacle in preparing 
ity to return $50 million of its own aid to en- pean Union reference laboratory France in the face of these risks," 
sure it does not reach Hamas. The Islamic їп Weybridge, Britain, to estab- he said on Europe 1 radio, аз the 
group is sworn to Israel's destruction. lish whether it was the highly country’s main farmers’ union 

Israeli defense ministry officials last week pathogenic form of the HSNI called for more state help in tack- 
recommended stopping all tax revenue rans- virus. ling the threat. 
fers and proposed barring all Palestinians from French authorities vowed to The plight of EU poultry pro- 
working in Israel and from traveling between spare no effort in containing ducers, faced with plummeting 
. avian influenza after the country sales, wil be discussed by agri- 
„бузга ie ошо a | ̃ inl бето иени О see da DY AO ep 
nent hale to the monthly transfer of abour 850 | palace, in Kabul, Feb. 20. Many sites of historical interest across the Central Aan nation | po п v p Д 

> m still bear the scars of civil wars and fighting from the last 25 years. am | behitby the virus, 40 to 50 percent in Greece and 15 
the Palestinian Authority each month. Reuters 2 Europe's top producer and the percentin France. AFP 


Former cult leader fit for trial in appeal, say psychiatrists 


——À TORIO-2SICHIGTRISTS HAVE CON- anonymi ding protocol. the center of the iy 
... If he cour rules Asahara is compe- Ааһаа was also convicted of plot: 
... ient his appeal sil could be thrown uc ting a 1994 gas апай in the cencal 
ende dvo always ber iero because the defense team missed а Japanese iy of Masumoto dar kiled 
Жш gal Мв appen goes ahead, а deadline for fling ап explanation of seven people, the kidnapping and mur- 
our oficial said Monday iy they were appealing, пена reports der of an anit lawyer and his family 

‘Shoko Asahara, the former guru of said. The lawyers have sald they missed and other slayings 
ths han Sido tuk was Convcied the deadline because they coud not — Asaharas defense has claimed the 
in 2004 and sentenced to hang in the communicate with Asahara. sur, who was bom Chizuo Matsumo- 
ры шыш and oer atacs thet kiled Asahara lawyer Або Matsushita sid io, suffers fom pathological, mental 
SOL] people and injured hou- in an email statement he could not suess caused by confinement. That as 
Sands of thers ... because sessment was backed up on Monday by 

Leben Киеу dozed off, mum- е had not read the evaluation report. an exper who examined him recently 
pitta Reaver Gade barre ges. Another defense team member Takeshi "Matsumoto does not respond when 
tures during his frs ral which laned Маз, could nor be reached. spoken to, or even when touched hes 
Ms ea Hi lawyers have appealed Askar was conviaed of masier- incapable of any form of communica 
Sener шуша at he wes ший! er minding the Tokyo asau, in which ton whatsoever” said Masaaki Noda, a 
deferre haies members of the doomsday cilt released psychopathology exper who visited the 

.... Geadlysarn gsontainsomvergingon suspect with the deme team last | STAR ON PARADE 
submitels report the Tokyo High the goverment быш in central moni Vene year-old English Bulldog waits 
ppc ANM " eee is eit | toate chan Beggin Se 

z Pot oer heabliy to sand uial-a cout Те a 12 people, se ly There is no way he îs f to stand т. а Tale uche 
 ASAHARA in Nov. 30, 1989 photo e Oficial said Monday on condition of thousands to the hospital and paralyzed a" Noda said. Баланны 


Astronomers list likely stars that can support ET life french envoy 


By ean tauls Sani FFC 

D кен сыз peor etn ea r, rakî a a mews SAYS Guantanamo , 
Sr LOUIS, MISSOURLUS А5. Sarurday a acon oft e А 2009 ега рашит study of tera ars as more or les Hey to АП embarrassment 
restrial life. use of Nasa's new powerful orbiting ob. 129 “habitable stellar systems.” how we understand these stars,” she said. German ambassadors to Washington said Sun- 
cre bre on anne r 12 а Чик ( 
number of criteria, including size, сот. Finder, which will search for Earth-like 51, was made famous in 1995 when Swiss ficult for me to tell which is the best.” tanamo “war on terror” detention camp which 
55 : 8 ̃ We French envoy called "an embarassment” 
хосе кітап, ereryone of hem Tela, (Ва ⁵—T Кый for de атты sponsorodby posible 

sending radio signals from extraterres- Venatici. One light year is equivalent to according to Turnbull. ganization. The institue was created in French Ambassador Jean-David Levitte dur- 
e ees 1 would о арац Тоос лап ао Зит товат AFP Seer “р 
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By Christine О. Avendaño 
and Norman Bordadora 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO AND 
former President Fidel Ramos will attend sep- 
arate events to mark the 20th anniversary of. 
Edsa I this week. 

"There is no rift, according to Palace officials. 
‘The two leaders just have different schedules. 

In the program of activities organized by 
Malacafiang, Ms Arroyo and Ramos were sup- 
posed to attend wreath-laying rites at the Li- 
bingen ng mga Bayani in Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig City on Feb. 22. 

‘But Ramos said he had been invited to several 
photo exhibits on Edsa Tall over Metro Manila on 
the same day "thus, it would be ‘appropriate if 
the President would be the main guest of the 
event,” the former President told Executive Sec- 
retary Eduardo Ermita and Presidential Adviser 
for Political Affairs Gabriel Claudio. 

Ms Arroyo will be assisted in the wreath- 
laying rites by Defense Sec. Avelino Cruz, 
Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. Generoso 
Senga, and members of the newly-reorga- 
nized Edsa People Power Commission. 

Asked if Ramos was trying to distance him- 
self from Ms Arroyo, Ermita said the two lead. 
ers had different schedules for the Feb. 22 to 
25 celebration. Unfortunately, there would be 
по occasion for them to be on the same stage 
in any ofthe events. 

Ermita said Ramos was attending the Feb. 
25 event at the People Power Monument with 
Vice President Noli de Castro. Ms Arroyo, on 
the other hand, would be in Bulacan, inaugu- 
rating housing projects for soldiers. 

Claudio said Ramos’ program of activities 
had been set before he got his invitation to at- 
tend the Palace-organized events. 

Rep. Imee Marcos, meanwhile, believes Edsa 1 
20 years ago made life worse for the people. 

The daughter of late dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos yesterday said that Edsa I opened the 
flood gates of extra-legal and extra-constitu- 
tional change. 

“Edsa 1 is a failure! Corruption only became 
‘worse and Edsa failed to cleanse the grime in the 
government bureaucracy” Marcos said in a state- 
‘ment five days before the country marks the 20th 
year of her familys fight from Malacafang. 

“Poverty is at its worse and basic services 
that government should provide for the peo- 
ple are now lost," she added. 

Marcos said that unlike the time of her fa- 
ther, criminality and terror now haunt Fil- 
ipinos. The late president always took pride in 
the way Martial Law brought discipline to 
what he called the New Society, she added. 

She said that even the country’s selfsuffi 
ciency in food production suffered after the 
Marcoses left the country. 


Ocean park to rise 
at Luneta Boardwalk 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


AMALAYSIAN-CHINESE CONSORTIUM HAS 
obtained the go-signal of the Board of Invest- 
ments to build an ocean park at the Luneta 
Boardwalk їп Manila at a cost of P1.1 billion. 

Robert Dean Barbers, general manager of 
the Philippine Tourism Authority, said the 
projects approval was another step toward 
ringing in revenues for the country and gen- 
erating jobs for Filipinos. 

The China Oceanis Group Ltd. (COGL), the 
consortium which will build the ocean park, 
wil lease the 1.2 hectare Luneta Boardwalk 
at P16.5 million a year. The rental cost will 
then increase by 10 percent in succeeding 
years. 

The ocean park is expected to generate 
some 2,000 jobs. 

Barbers said the project would not entail 
any sovereign guarantee by the government. 

The PTA and the COGL signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement in April last year for the 
‘onstruction of the ocean park. 

Under the MOA, the PTA awarded the 
COGL a 25-year lease contract for the board- 
walk, while the COGL agreed to shoulder the 
cost of constructing the ocean park. 

"The ocean park will feature a walk-through 
aquarium, a sea turtles area, a cactus garden 
and even a swimming area. The COGL also 
plans to build a plaza for special events and 
areas for shops and restaurants, and to devel- 
ор the area fronting the boardwalk into a 
park. 

‘The Luneta Boardwalk, located behind me 
Quirino Grandstand, was constructed after 
the issuance of Proclamation 69 dated Feb. 
19, 1999, which required the PTA to convert. 
portions of Manila Bay into special tourist 


Coalition vs child 
labor formed 


A COALITION OF MORE THAN 30 GROUPS - 
from government agencies, nongovernment or- 
‘ganizations, and peoples and children’s associ- 
ations ийй be launched on Feb. 23 at 1 p.m. at 
the Bulwagang Tandang Sora at the University 
ofthe Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City, 

‘The National Coalition Against Child Labor 
in Commercial Agriculture has appealed to all 
sectors to get involved in eradicating child la- 
bor, 

"Like their peers, child laborers are entitled 
to basic rights — adequate parental care and 
guidance, the right to play and leisure and cul- 
tural activities to enhance their physical and im- 
tellectual development, and to socialize with 
thelr peers for their social development,” the 
coalition sad. 
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GMA, FVR to attend separate Edsa rites 
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17 Central Luzon villages ‘high-risk’ 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—AT LEAST 17 UPLAND in Bulacan experienced damming est (айп of Taya, said no one was re- 
villages in 115 е Central Luzon provinces are at "high- yer and shld T guard against a — ae although: the landslide. High risk areas ( Highly vulne ommunitit 
е u e high- repearofa f E amaged crops and pieces oí 

risk” to landslides, according to the chief geologist of E MEE him, = Maria, „5 жета Vizes 

x " i imana) jation be landsli ned on Fri- LablinBongabon Mk — 
the regional Mines and Geosciences Bureau here. SEEDS Sen dog ovo Pours elor beatae юаш D all (no man a), 
Orlando Pineda dentifed the high- parts of the Sierra Madre and Zam- bulging now with debris. Rescue in St. Bernard, Southem Leyte. South Poblacion, So > Caragsacan, Tanawan and 
. bales mountain ranges, these com- and reef misions there are possi- _ Residents of laya Village have MaleoandPato |. „ Davi Devan in Dingalan; 
Carapacan Tanawan and DavitDavi. munities experienced landslides ble only through air operations. moved out of the place since фе inGabaldontown (^ 
fan is Dingalan town, Dinanayat and following ̃ͤ typhoons On Monday Pineda advised Gover- 1990s when a river overflowed ты ra. | Ls; Vila Mara (no man's 
Bade in бап Luis town, Vila Maria h in November and December 2004. obe Angare Casto of Auro- and brought devastation. — land) in Marla Aurora; Amper 

ana Lubiganin 


Dimanayat and Оек іа San 


Macs Ruut oun. AP. and Dina.  Mübofiiakdedaedubeand m, tras літа Еф ое The landslide, brought, boul sd Dinadaan n paco 

. ай Аш. Via Mara as “no man's lands” Yap of Tac and Joseina dela Cuz dersendwhiesilcasenddowna 

diaman in Dach own alin Vie Маа аа .. to ge баке among 10D-meter slope and tumed a Зенит ү Bulacan: 

Sawmill, South Poblacion, Malinao anymore for human settlement. the residents living in those areas. portion of the Haya River into a ү 4 — ] 99) Go, San Miguel 

..... than 100 people ded in Other partsofthecountry were lake 100 meters wide. 

Nem Ea an! Mammo, Sia and Palic and fve others in Vila Maria a also found w be landslide prone. Dario Amis, a тшек of ET es 

buten tati libe the begit of Typhoon Wimie m In Sitio Calambuan, fayasen Barangay laya, sid be cud bear the SEES IM 
Pineda said the risks in these 2004 when debris fom the moun- town continuous rains brought a landside from his house some 200 WX | secat he Central uin pat oft ira Madre 

villages were determined after a tains rolled down and the rivers there landslide. The site is 90 km north metes away Tonette Orejas, PDI Lp = C Ve ee 

geohezard mappinglastyear. changed couse, burying бемарз, of Dumaguete City- Central Шоп Desk with a report d eer ca ee c 
TTT Ы 


4 Central Mindanao areas 
tagged landslide-prone 


KORONADAL CITY—AT LEAST “Aside from high rainfall, our 
four areas had been identified region has become a landslide- 
Jandslide-prone in Central Min- prone area because of forest de- 
danao, the Mines and бео. nudation,” Salvador Estudillo, 
Sciences Bureau (MGB) in Сеп.  OCD-Caraga chief, said. 
tral Mindanao said on Monday. Не did not specify though 
Jaime Flores, MGB division chief, which areas of the province are 
said these incide Barangay Ned п most likely to be hit by mudslides. 
Take Sebu, South Cotabato, ste of Caraga is composed of the two 
anol exploration project and Baran- Surigao provinces, Agusan del 
gay Kematu in Toob, also in South Sur and Agusan del Norte 
Cotabato, where sluice mining has — Estudilo said that with the re- 
been going on formonthsnow. ality, OCD has already formulated 
Flores said other areas where disaster management plans with 
landslide could possibly oceurare local government units. 
ihe Daguma mountain range, _ In Pagadian City, a churchbased 
which stretches from Maasim, environmental group urged the gov- 
Sarangani to isulan, Sultan Ku- emmentio dose existing mining op 
darat and Malalag, a border town erations and to cancel mining appl 
of Davao del Sur and Sarangani. cation permits in Zamboanga Penin- 
South Cotabato Gov. Daisy sula folowing Saturdays landslide 
Fuentes said the provincial disas- that killed five people in a mining 
ter coordinating council also йеп. area in Bayog, Zamboanga del Sur 
- tified some areas of Banga town, EarthLink chair Rudy Arpon 
ia particularly those near the Allay said the onslaught of the La Niña 
d Malley as landslide prone areas. ^ — phenomenon poses great danger 
DEATH commcsusromoro | _ In Butuan ity the Office ofthe to communities living near exis 
 Awoman, with her son, breaks down after seeing the remains of her husband in a makeshift mortuary in St. Bernard, Southern Leyte, who Civil Defense (OCD) in Caraga ing mining sites. Jeoffrey Maitem, 
. — . ̃ ... Franklin 
could also hit the region. Caliguid, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ROUNDUP Maid's kin suspect foul play in Singapore death 


Murder suspect siain CAUAYANCITY—THE DREAM OF of her two-year contract when leged suicide, Haidee sent text Her sister, Lenny, said Haidee 
Murder suspect sain / aide de she died: Her parems and mie. messages io her relatives in had repored dat her employer 
BACOLOD CITY- One o e авраат ауага н бомо, fra waste bald a биш te could mot eleve se com. Can Cn, rong some “wed рна, пена, 
ary Proletarian Ary leader emari Parca wera Bias, house for her eight brothers and mitted suicide .. by physical, and emotional methods 
Barangay Bagi, Slay Cy, Nes Ocidental TTT. employe, was of harming her" 
With three companions when ambushed by three unidentified men. Bifas schooling. is intact and she has no fractures, learned She sald her sisters mobile 
... Barts Of e body. including onein he head, = But that's gone now бред for bruises ad contusions Some of the text messages, ас. phone went off after sending the 
the Silay police sald. 222 M. . em mesa, А Ки hour дка 
... body). her father Raymundo “I found his actions strange, He а call from the Philippine Em. 
Ex-bank employee killed among nine children о ay. Pd Нег uncle, Fanesto Tojo, ied to give me money bute: bay sald Haidee commited su 
За Ер ОУ car thieves shot dead a former employee ota turned toMarabulig Dos herein a said there were “glaring inconsis- fused" ae Manuela Pela, regional 
COTABATO CITY. Suspected car evs hol dead a on ree 0а coffin on Reb. i afer she repo. tender" in the reports on her Sheadded: “Sorry panicked. manager of the Overseas Workers 
. ua edly commited suicide by jump- death from the Singaporean and My employer explained his Welfare Adminisration in Ca 
аа уолан ces Wes gunned down by опе al the suspects ata ing пот the eighth floor of her Philippine embassies side” gayan Valley, said the victim's 
.. ˙ ͤ 7 Charte employers condominium in Sim. , He asked the National Bureau “I escaped. 1 didn't like to go family would be given financial 
Setase, PDI Mindanao Bureau Se. . into the back to my employer He had evil help. Villamor Visaya Jt, PDI 
: me was only on her fourth day case. A few hours before her al- motives against me.” Northern Luson Bureau 
Suspected robber slain Hsc em rk a 5 3 55 


CAMP VIGENTE LIM, Laguna—The chiet of police of Dasmariñas, Cavite : . 
SA goaa omber uino bisa o seze e serce татат Protest t death for D. h t t 
аан" Protesters want death for Danish cartoonis 
Police sald Bernardo Bugal, а resident of Barangay Area 1, Dasmariñas, was 
about to be brought inside the police jail at 1 a.m. when he suddenly MARAWI CITY—ANGRY MUS- lims found offensive to the Islam- ogy late last month but only for 
ravaa the 9 mim pistol ot his guard. Dasmariñas police chief Chief Insp. lims in Lanao del Sur demanded ic faith. offending people with the publi- 
Vrbe s tre incident ang immediately shot ihe suspect Bugal ied death for two Danish oumeliss _ in his farwah, Alem Moham. cation and пог for the act of pub- 
ere M баск but was again shot by Reyes. The suspect was immediately who caused the publication of 12 mad  MansawiMimbalawag, lishing. He maintained that on 
weden ta ne neroy O La Salle Hospital where he was declared dea en Muhammad cartoons September grand imam of the Masgid Alla- the basis of freedom of expres 
arrival ‘Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau last year that later spread to other hoakbar Minbar Algoraba, said S sion, he cannot apologize for 
countries in Europe and around the depiction of Muhammad in Causing. the cartoons public 
Search for 7 stopped . caricatures was an "unrigh- tion. S a 
ILOILO CITY—The Coast Guard has called off search and rescue operations Amid chants of "Allahu Akbar” teous act” that is "unpardon- Former Marawi city councilor 
for seven persons on board a motor banca that disappeared almosttwo by over 3,000 protesters, a local able." ‘Abed Dinang branded Carsten's 
Weeks ago between the lands of Semirara and Boracay. Capt. Arturo lim cleric read a local fatwah He further said that “reconcili- justification as “malicious free 
lavari, Coast Guard commander in Western Visayas, said they were to- ed to Flemming ation and public official apology ‘dom of expression." 
using ther efforts on gathering information. The outrigger boat Nining et Ree red came жил C M IY Saying freedom af expression 
Solon [sland in Caluya town, Antique Feb. 3 enroute to Magsaysay, Occi- Fis арра и GY „ 
dental Mindoro. It was expected to arrive by noon the next day but 0 пої Danish newspaper Jyllands- lamic faithf flrs} gion,” Dalidig characterize the 
жашаш (Nestor Burges Је, PDI Visayas Bure Posten, “The only solution is their 2] ас as “irresponsible journal- 
" After handing down the reli- (Rose and Juste's) death," Mim- ism. 
Illegal fishers nabbed gious opinion, the styrofoam ef. balawag declared. He said the newspaper's 
TALIA, Meguindanao—The focal gov- figies of Rost and Juste were The religious leader also said posture on the mater is 
emen on Fb. 16 started a crackdown BUTI NEA Ei headed with а Maranao a “declaration of Jihad” against toons" smack of “racist provo- “equated with European arro: 
оп fishermen using llega methods in the ГУА ics, drawing even louder chants the newspapers which pub- cation and religious intole, вапсе and Islamophobia” and 
Uguasan Marsh and bumed fishing im- and uproar crowd of lished the cartoons "is justifi- ance." an indication of "growing 
ments n pub Mayor Kable mostly youth who gather able.” ‘Amid the highly-charged at- Weste.: hostility of intoler- 
Surrag sad cc autores end тоу уо indigeation ray Hadj Abdullah Dalidig, chair mosphere ofthe protest action, ance and fear of Muslims and 
'eght-volt wet cll batteries, copper wires Thursday morning at Plaza Ca- of the Muslim Multi-sectoral more moderate voices Islam in general.” 
and ses used by бра land bili here. Movement for Peace and Devel- emerged. The protesters also demand- 
6 As the rally wound up toward opment (MMMPD), said they Sheikh Saaduddin Alauya ed official condemnation by the 
53 noon, the protesters burned the "are willing to die for Prophet toldthelwumuninaminterview Danish government ron the 
„ Danish fag to symbolize their Muhammad. that the two Danish journalists blasphemy” committed by the 
dis epe ove offal silence of is “Belicving Muslims love must sincerely ask for forgive- two journalists and their news- 
3 rebs slain in clash government on the matter even Muhammad more than anything ness for having published the of- paper. м 
З герб АШПА U expramed a n ths work, more then cum Говно materialennd mach арй. Ina huddle with reporters after 
.. » his speech, Dlidig asked govern- 
. . sodes m Fe Tard rry ready то offer our lives to refute ly as the cireularion of the саг. ments of all countries where the 
Batahon wee on рага na remote vlage ol Täiaingod when ey chanced upon. 1 е second held those who malign him,” Dalidig toons.” cartoons are published and cireu- 
. in the city in a week in response said. From merely expressing re- lated to express condemnation, 
.. вай ho bodes ole . , ¼ circulation of the In a manifesto, the MMMPD gret for the furor ‘caused by the _ Ryan Rosauro, PDI Mindanao 
... Dum. Suto, А0 мана Вива Muhammad eanoons which Mas- said the “blasphemous car. cartoons, Carsten issued an spol, Bureau 
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[A FEMALE worker helps scoop up bunker fuel from the mangrove area that was hit by the 


Napocor ol spill. 


Coast Guard tells probers Napocor 
fails to release funds for cleanup 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau. 


BORACAY ISLAND—THE NATIONAL POWER 
Corp. has not released funds to the Coast Guard 
for the cleanup of areas contaminated by what 
has been described as the county's worst ой 
spill froma grounded Napocor power barge. 

Deputy Commander Allen Torrbio, chief of 
the Coast Guards Marine Environmental Protec- 
tion Command, said the failure of Napocor to re- 
lease funds for the cleanup made the cleanup op- 
erations on Semirara Island more difficult 

"Tortibi told a public hearing of the Senate 
committee on environment and natural те 
Sources and the Joint Congressional Over- 
sight Committee on Clean Water here on Sat- 
unden that the Napocor failed to provide 
funds to the Coast Guard for the cleanup op- 
erations, which started two months ago. 

"The Coast Guard has already spent P14 mil- 
tion from its operational funds but had not been 
reimbursed by the Napocor, said Toribio. 

He said the Napocor should not wait for in- 
surance firms to release payments because 
this would take several weeks or months and 
delay the cleanup. 

‘There are several bills in the Senate and the 
House creating an oil spill liability fund. 

Napocor president Cyril del Callar said in the. 
hearing that the state-owned agency was “not 
skiing" its responsibility to shoulder the cost of 
the cleanup and the damages the spill caused, 

He said the Napocor was still processing in- 
surance claims at the Government Service In- 
surance System. 

Del Callar said the Napocor released P3.5 mil- 
lon from is funds for operations related to the oil 
spil. t also released another P15 milion through 
the Semirara Mining Company which it would re 
fund when the insurance claims are released. 

"The Coast Guard earlier said the cost of the 


PNP cites Alaminos 
for fight vs drugs 


THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE (PNP) 
cited the local government unit of Alaminos 
City as the No. ] antidrug council among oth- 
er provincesin Region 1. 

Alaminos City Mayor Hernani Braganza 
reaped praises from PNP chief Director Gen- 
eral Arturo Lomibao for being able to wipe 
out the drug menace. 

Lomibao handed the award to Braganza 
during the 15th PNP anniversary held at 
Camp Brig. Gen. Oscar Florendo in San Fer- 
nando, La Union last week, 

Tn a statement, Braganza said Lomibao as- 
sured him of support for additional person- 
nel and vehicles in the city's local police sta- 
tions. 

A 


ой spill, the biggest in the country's history, 
‘would run to P90 million. But Torribio said in 
the hearing that the cost could go up. 

Sen. Ра Cayetano, Senate committee chair on 
environment and natural resources, pointed out 
Napocors failure to tap the Environmental Guar- 
antee Fund (EGF) amounting о PS milion, which 
could have helped in the cleanup operation. 

Under Presidential Decree 1586 or the 
Philippine Environmental Impact System 
Law, the EGF is a trust fund put up by propo- 
ments of environmentally-critical projects 
which could be immediately released for inci- 
dents that cause pollution like oil spills. 

risa requirement in 
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LUCENA CITY—THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI- 
ronment and Natural Resources in Quezon has 
finally admitted that the unlawful cutting of trees 
is back in the Sierra Madre mountain ranges. 

‘But Emrich Borja, DENR Quezon chief, said 
there was no logging in the area, 

He made the admission after the Task Force 
Siera Madreinfanta (TSM) presented video 
footage of freshly cut rees found on the mountain. 

“їп illegal logging, there should be unlaw- 
ful cutting, transporting and selling of ilegal- 
ly eut logs. But what was shown in the video 
was plain legal cutting of trees," Borja said. 

Environmentalist lawyer Asis Perez, Tang- 
gol Kalikasan executive director, immediately 
debunked Borja's explanation, 

“illegal curing of trees is also illegal logging. 
‘They are the same, Аз a matter of fact, mere 
possession of illegally cut forest products is also 
considered as illegal logging," Perez said. 

Catholic priest Fr. Pete Montallana, TPSM-1 
chair, also scoffed at Воја? excuse. 

“There they go again, hiding behind double- 
meaning technicalities. They just want to hide. 
and cover up the active on-going partnership 
between illegal loggers and unscrupulous 
DENR personnel," said Montallana, also the 
coordinator ofthe Indigenous Peoples Aposto 
late in the Prelature of Infanta and director of 
the Tribal Center for Development 

‘But Borja absolved his office of any respon- 
sibility for the resurgence of illegal logging in 
Sierra Madre and instead pointed to Manila 
based DENR officials as the ones to blame. 

He said his office could not do anything 
once the DENR in Manila allowed logging. 
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applying for an Envi- 
ronmental Cerificate 
Compliance ^ (ECC) 
from the Department 
of Environment and 
Natural Resources. 
Del Callar said they 
had not tapped the 
fund even as he ad: 
mitted that they were 
still waiting forthe re- 
lease of the Napocor’s 
insurance claims. 
Cayetano said the 
mechanics for the im. 
mediate release of 
the stand-by fund 
should be made 
clearer and specific. 
Del Callar also as- 
sued residents of 
Semirara that they 
‘would provide alter- 


3 seater dual recline sofa 


w 


Sit down and relax in one of 
ur luxurious genuine leather 
recliner chairs or sofa. 


single seat recliner 'P13,950 


mative livelihood pro- || имене souage 
grams to compensate 


for their loss of in- 


MANDALUYONG ММ. PHILIPPINES. 
FE Wo 7102875 T0 78 
EMAL Mecazen goma com. 


pU 


come. 


DENR exec admits Sierra Madre tree cutting 


Featured in the footage were newly cut trees, 
mostly hardwood species. It took four persons 
to measure the diameter of each fallen tree. 

‘The sound of chainsaws cutting trees could 
be heard in the footage taken last week. 

Demosthenes Reynera, deputy coordinator of 
the Social Action Center ofthe Prelature of Infan- 
та who was in the group that took the footage, 
said he found it revolting how the Шера! loggers 
‘would indiscriminately cut trees and just leave 
these wasted if found with decayed parts. 

Reynera said the freshly cut logs bore K and 
X marks, which he said belonged to a certain 
“Taktak” from Tanay, Rizal and Thelma Au- 
mentado, à Dumagat tribal leader believed 
engaged in illegal logging in Sierra Madre. 

he Шера! logger pays P3 per board foot to. 

the hauler to bring down the sawn lumber in 
the pick-up point below the mountain. Delfin 
Maliari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Too much water 


ІНЕ GOOD NEWS IS THAT LA NINA IS BRINGING 
more rains to the country, resulting in more water 

for drinking and household purposes as well as for 
irrigation and agriculture. The bad news, according to Pa- 
gasa chief Graciano Yumul, is that La Nifia is producing 
too much water in the wrong place at the wrong time.” It 
has been inducing more typhoons, floods and more fre- 
quent heavy rains since November last 

EDITORIAL year. 

La Nifia (Spanish for “The Little Girl”) 
is meteorologically the flip side of the more well-known 
El Niño. The term refers to the extensive cooling of the 
central and eastern Pacific. This packs the atmosphere 
with more energy and increases the frequency of heavy 
rain and thunderstorms, Places like north Australia, 
Papua New Guinea, Indonesia and some parts of the 
Philippines will have more cloud and more rain. Typically, 
Та Niña lasts from three to six months, but it could extend 
to 12 months. Its effects could be aggravated by global 
warming which has raised sea surface temperature, pack- 
ing marine air with extra loads of moisture. 

From January to Feb. 12, some parts of the Philippines 
received 300 times more than the average rainfall, trig- 
gering flash floods and mudslides in the Visayas and Min- 
danao. So far, its most fatal and destructive effect has 
been felt in Southern Leyte, where as many as 1,800 peo- 
ple may have been killed and thousands of others. have 
been left homeless. 

The weather bureau said the eastern seaboard of the 
country would be hardest hit by La Nifia. This includes 
Cagayan Valley, Isabela, Aurora, the Bicol provinces, 
Southern Leyte, Leyte, Samar, Agusan del Sur and Norte, 
and Davao Oriental. These provinces particularly will 
have to prepare for stronger and more destructive ty- 
phoons because of La Nifia. 

During the La Nifia episode in 1998-1999, typhoon 
“Norming” struck the Visayas, killing 17 people, leaving 
24 missing and destroying more than P240 million worth 
of crops and property. In February 1999, flash floods in 
Agusan del Sur and the Caraga region killed 39 people 
ahd left more than 30,000 others homeless. 

"The nation has to prepare for both the beneficial and 
destructive effects of La Nina. The government would do 
well to rush the construction of water impoundment sites 
where the heavy rains could be collected and stored for 
the dry months. Mini irrigation systems will have to be 
built so that they could use the abundant water for agri- 
culture. Farmers, particularly in eastern Luzon, have to 
be persuaded to switch to crops suitable for the high rain- 
fall expected in the coming months. 

It's too late to start a reforestation program in provinces 
like Southern Leyte where many mountains and hills 
have been denuded by illegal loggers, kaingin makers as 
well as legitimate farmers who cut down trees so that 
they could plant coconut trees. But something has to be 
done to avoid a repetition of the mudslide in Southern 
Leyte that has taken a horrendous toll in human lives and 
property damage. One inexpensive solution is the large- 
‘scale use of the soil erosion control net or coconet invent- 
eq by Filipino engineer Justino Arboleda. The invention 
recently won the first prize in the First World Challenge 
contest sponsored by BBC World television in London. We 
have the material for it in abundance, and it can be pro- 
duced quickly in bulk. 

‘Only recently, the Office of Civil Defense said that the 
government was preparing a nationwide flood mitigation 
plan that could be completed in six months, Priority 
should be given to the provinces on the eastern seaboard 
that could be hit hardest by the typhoons and heavy rain- 
fall that is brought about by La Nina. 

-In ће meantime, an efficient alarm system has to be de- 
vised so that people in areas where the possibility of mud- 
slides occurring is very high can be evacuated as quickly 
as possible at the first sign of impending trouble. Better 
yet, these people should be relocated to other, safer 
places while something is being done to shore up the 
mountains and hills that are prone to landslides and 
mudslides. 

‘The government and the people cannot remain com- 
placent and reactive all the time, and act only after 
weather disturbances like typhoons, protracted heavy 
rainfall and massive flooding have occurred. Now that La 
Nifia is upon us, they have to take urgent measures to 
avoid the loss of human lives and costly damage to crops, 
public infrastructure and private property. 

* ^ 
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"WE HAVE А GRAND MEMORY FOR FORGET- 
ting,” the best president the United States nev- 
er had once said. Adlai Stevenson's gripe pin- 
points the amnesia smudging over People Pow- 
er on the 20th anniversary of its smashing, 
‘without bloodshed, the 14-year Marcos dicta- 
torship. 

In ironic counterpoint, this model of peace- 
ful protest is being replayed in country after 
country. Czechoslovakia’s "Velvet Revolution" 
ended communist rule; Ecuador's “noise bar- 
rage” sent its president packing; Lebanon's 
"Cedar Revolution” forced Syrian troops ош. 

‘There's no shortage of other ironies. Joseph 
Estrada hunkered down in San Juan, waiting 
for Marcos storm troopers to plaster the rebels. 
The revolution left communists clueless in their 
safe houses. Ousted by People Power 2, Estrada 
tried calling for vast crowds to spring him from 
the clink. No one came. Reds saw their rallies to 
oust the Arroyo regime, scrap the Constitution 
and install their politburo fizzle. 

Like Shakespeare's Glendower, they as- 
sumed people power could be whistled up on 
call. J too can call," Hotspur said. "Or so can 
any man, But will they come when you do call 
for them?” 

In response to Jaime Cardinal Sin's appeal, 
people massed and saved Juan Ponce Enrile 
from Marcos’ fury for plotting to take over. Bur 
in the last elections, Enrile “apologized” to Ilo- 
cano voters for People Power. Did he forget? 

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. scoffs at Edsa as “the 
five-percent revolution.” This kleptocracys 
beneficiary can speak freely, due to liberties 
People Power restored. Does it bother him? 

But some, who should know better, reduce. 
Edsa to “will-she-or-wont-she” chatter. Will the 
President honor this uprising? Or will she 
dodge it with PR pap? 

‘Absent from Edsa I, she was Edsa I's benefi- 
ciary—undeserving, critics snort, since she 
waffled before waltzing in with victors after 
the brawl. She's edgy over being a people pow- 


IGNACIO BUNYE HAD AN INTERESTING 
reply to Fidel Ramos’ complaint. Ramos had 
earlier fumed about government preparations 
for the 20th anniversary of Edsa not accord- 
ing it the proper fanfare it deserved, Edsa, he 
said, was much admired around the world. 

iny is it that here in our own beloved Philip- 
pines, where it all started, we should be trying 
to downgrade it, diminish it and marginalize 

Bunye replied that there was nothing wrong 
with the low-key plans for the 20th anniver- 
sary. "The real meaning of Edsa resides in the 
national memory and in the hearts and minds 
of every Filipino and not in pomp and ceremo- 
ny or rhetoric." That is all very well, except for 
one thing: Only recently we celebrated a victo- 
ry with much pomp, ceremony and rhetoric. 
"That was Manny Pacquiao's victory ove 
Morales in Las Vegas last month. Such was the 
importance given to the event the First Gentle- 
man Mike Arroyo and the gentleman-farmer 
Chavit Singson leaped to the stage to bathe in 
Pacquiao's glory, a thing that sparked an epi- 
детс of booing in local movie houses where 
the fight was shown. Such was the earthshak- 
ing significance of the event a motorcade that 
wound through the streets of Manila was 
thrown for Pacquiao when he came home, 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza was at his side—he 
would be there from Las Vegas to the plane to 
Naia to Manila City Hall to Malacafiang and all 
the way to Quezon City Sonny Belmonte coun- 
try Talk of Brokeback Mountain! 

Near my son's school in Mandaluyong, 1 see 
a big sign that says, “Bayani ka Manny!" ident 
know how many other places in Metro Manila 
sport similar proclamations. 

1 figure Pacquiao deserves the accolades. 
But I have not seen one sign this coming 20th 
anniversary of Edsa that says, “Bayani ka 
Cory" or more to the point, "Bayani ka, Juan 
de la Cruz." Lest we forget, though we always 
do, the thing is called People Power and not 
Cory Power, сг Sin Power, or Ramos Power, о, 
heaven forbid, Enrile Power. But I did not hear 
Bunye or his boss, GMA Who swiftly incorpo 
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er target. 

{don’t have the energy to overthrow anoth- 
er president,” A. Lin Neumann quotes а Fil- 
ipino friend in Hong Kong Standards maga- 
"ine feature on Edsa. "The place seems weary 
ofitself. And its best minds and strongest backs 
Took abroad Юга furure." 

Neumann covered the Philippines for a 
decade. He was on the China Airlines flight 
that ended with former Sen. Benigo Aqunio's 
tarmac murder. Two hours after the Marcoses 
and cronies scrambled aboard escape heli- 
copters, he stood in the jumbled presidential 
bedrooms. 

“1 can stil recall the sweet odor rising from. 
flagons of Chanel No. 5 and Joy perfume left 
behind in the rush to pack jewels and other 
valuables... Emerging from the palace, it was 
impossible not to be moved by people kneel- 
ing, praying the rosary... A peaceful four-day 
revolt toppled a dictatorship that once seemed. 
impregnable.” 

"Where has that hope gone?" Neumann asks. 
“eis hard to recall... because the Philippines is 
such a mess” Its kept afloat "by remittances 
from Filipinos who labor as maids in Hong Kong, 
cooks in Saudi Arabia and doctors or nurses in 
the US. The President is bogged down in scandal. 
Insurgency festers. Assassins are rarely pun- 
ished, Yet, People Power was an immensely 
hopeful event with global reverberation.” 

In the tense run-up to the revolt, Jose ойу" 
Benitez, a close protégé of Imelda Marcos, was 
sitting late at night in the Manila Hotel's ornate 
lobby bar, Neumann writes. "What happened? 
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rated boxing phrases in her rhetoric (“We will 
ТКО poverty")—say, "Forget the parade, the 
true meaning of Pacquaio’s feat resides in the 
hearts and minds of every Filipin 
they trying to tell us, аса victory by a 
boxer over his tormentor is infinitely more im- 
portant than the liberation by Juan de la Cruz 
of himself from a tyrant? 

"The real reason, of course, for GMAS reluc- 
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ik tance to ask the country to recall one of its 


greatest achievements, its gift to the world 
(handog ng Pilipino sa mundo”), as the Apo 
sang—end she keeps accusing her critics of 
‘wanting to dwell only on the negativel—is that 
she fears being at the other side of it, She is the 
last person to want to draw attention to the 
need to oust a tyrant as a moral and practical 
imperative. 

‘But Bunye is right about one thing: The real 
meaning of Edsa lies in the heart and mind and 
mot in the pomp and ceremony. None of this 
means that the 20th anniversary of Edsa 
should not be celebrated with pomp and cere- 
‘mony—few things in this country have pricked 
the imagination of the world and stands as an 
inexhaustible source of national pride, All of it 
means that Edsa means nothing if it is merely 
observed in ritual and not in essence, in word 
and not in deed, in letter and not in spirit. 

What does it mean when you soy that the 
significance of an event lies in the heart and 
mind? It means that you keep Из spirit alive in 
the fires of memory and practice. И means that 
you make the past live in the present, it means 
you make the past resonate in the present, it 
‘means that you make the heroism of yesterda 
live on in what you do today. 

"That is the part where Ramios has little busi- 


How did you guys lose control?" he asked him. 

“А very powerful man in those days, Benitez 
was visibly drunk and slurred his words. ‘Nuns. 
How could we know those f***ing nuns were go- 
ing to sit on the ballot boxes?” be said before 
launching into a crude string of epithets. He took 
another gulp of his scotch and added: there was 
по way out for Marcos. We don’t know what to 
do; he said before lurching off into the night." 

"The country never dug itself out from the 
abyss that began under Marcos,” Neumann 
continues. Avaricious moneyed elites returned 
with a vengeance. Giddy with its interven- 
tions, the military is restive in the barracks. 
And President Arroyo is mired,seeking safety 
mets like constitutional blue-penclling, to sur- 
vive, much less govern. 

People Power restored civil liberties and gave. 
rise to a vibrant press, Neumann says. But it 
didn't usher in sustained structural reform. Lip 
service prevails. "On what should be a grand an- 
niversary, it is difficult to find much to rejoice 

But hope lies elsewhere. People today по 
longer ask if People Power failed, Rather, the 
question is: Where did we, as ordinary citizens, 
shortchange Edsa? 

There's а clearer perception now that hope 
lies not in "the man on a white charger.” Can 
you imagine Erap, Joma, Fidel or Ping as "lib- 
erator"? 

Hope of living up to People Power's vision is 
found in ordinary people doing the right 
things, despite the odds. "How could we know 
those f***ing nuns were going to sit on the bal- 
lot boxes,"as Benitez put it. 

People Power is not a single cataclysmic 
event. It is a drawn-out process of people gov- 
ering themselves, thereby leading the "lead- 
ers” of today And “the struggle of man against 
Power as Czech novelist Milan Kundera 
wrote, "is (also] the struggle against forget- 
ting.” 

(E-mail juan_mercado@pacific.net ph) 


ness complaining about the lack of fanfare lav 
ished upon Edsa. Edsa is more than a glorious 
history, it is a raging memory. Edsa is more 
than a lost artifact, it is а continuing presence, 
Edsa is not there to serve as a PR vehicle for 
Ramos, notwithstanding that he keeps trying 
to lay claim to it ike а panhandler lays claim to 
а gold site. His claim to Edsa disappeared the 
day he went to GMAS side last July to try to 
prop up а usurper who stole the vote. 

What is Edsa? Edsa is about ending a regime 
of tyranny and building one of enlightenment. 
What is Edsa? Edsa is about ending a regime of. 
rottenness and corruption and building one of 
goodness and decency. What is Edsa? Edsa is 
‘about ending a regime of lying, cheating and 
stealing and breathing in the air of honesty in. 
tegrity and service o the people. 

if that is Edsa, then Ramos never really un. 
derstood it, None of this is to say we may not 
recall him at all in the celebrations of the 20th 
anniversary of Edsa. All of it is to say that we 
‘may not make him its living symbol. Indeed, all 
of itis to say we may not associate in its deep- 
fest sense so sublime a concept with so crass an 
‘operator, so life-affirming an idea with so life- 
denying a power-broker 

"The real meaning of Edsa does lie in the 
heart and mind, They are the force that keeps 
‘magnificence alive. They are the force that 
makes the past present, the spirit flesh, the 
word deed. Bunye and his boss may be assured 
that the rest of us at least intend to keep the 
spirit of Edsa alive in our hearts and minds 
even as we move to celebrate its 20th anniver- 
sary with all the color and resplendence we 
сап muster, Who knows? Maybe in celebrating 
it the furious way we celebrated the 100th an- 
niversary of Philippine independence in 1998, 
when flags fluttered and patriotic fervor 
soared, we might rekindle much of the passion 
and heroism we've lost over the years 

Indeed, who knows? Maybe by flocking to 
the Edsa Shrine this Saturday to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the ouster of a tyrant, we might 
end up ousting another. 

Be there 
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QUR PROFOUND CONDOLENCES TO THE 
Жей of the deadly mudslides in St. Bernard, 
Southern Leyte, and the families still waiting for 
news оп the fate of thelr relatives who remain 
Buried beneath the mud. The terrible disaster has 
touched the whole world, and help in various 
forms has been pouring in from many countries, 
‘The government's response has been fast and 

rue with President Macapagal-Arroyo and De- 
пе Secretary Avelino Cruz, chair of the Nation- 
Ai Disaster Control Council, saying on top of the 
ad and relief operations. Various citizens groups 
have also been mobilizing help. 


To lay church leader and TV personality Baby 
Nebrida, the best help is prayer for all the vic- 
tims of recent natural and man-made disasters. 
Baby has appealed to CBCP president Archbish- 
‘op Angel Lagdameo to set up a National Day of 
Prayer that will serve as balm to the spiritual 
wounds ofthe victims and heal various conflicts 
on the eve of the 20th anniversary of Edsa 1. Ba- 
by has appealed to the bishops to open church- 
es for vigils before the Blessed Sacrament 
through the next few days until the Edsa an- 
miversary Truly, nothing brings together our 
people as adversity does. 

‘But the mudslides have hit not only Southern 
Leyte but also various parts of Mindanao and the 
Visayas as well as Luzon's eastem seaboard, And 
from what the experts tell us, mudslides will present 
а constant danger to our countrymen owing to the. 
expected La Nia phenomenon and the poor state of 
‘many mountains around the country that are now 
tunable to hold the зой after being logged heavily. 

"Environmentalists now cite as one crucial factor. 
the failure of Congress to pass until now the "One 
Billion Trees Act." Agusan del Norte Rep. Leovig- 
ildo Banaag, chair of the House committee on nat- 
ural resources, recently pointed out that this ЫП, 
which seeks to reforest our denuded mountains on 
a massive scale as well as jumpstart the rural 

„economies by providing a million jobs, was fled in 
‘the 12th Congress and again in the current one. 
But itis one of the bills thatthe Senate, in its preoc- 


WHEN TRAGEDY STRIKES CLOSE TO HOME, 
the “victims” transform from faceless figures you 
‘vaguely feel sorry for but don't really know, to in- 
dividuals, with life stories and thwarted personal 
destinies. 

Туе written earlier about the elementary school 
in Barangay Guinsaugon in St. Bernard, Southern 
Leyte, which was buried in last weeks mudslide. 
‘According to a text message forwarded to me, the 
school was filled not just with the students and 
teachers but also with 80 women who were meet- 
ing to mark the anniversary of their organization. 

Now, from a slew of e-mail messages that accu- 
mulated over the weekend, 1 find out that the 80 
women were all members of the local chapter of 
‘Abanse! Pinay Laureen Dadan Dumaguing, 
‘Abanse! Pinay head of the Southern Leyte chapter, 
said the women were in the school observing the 
anniversary of their chapter's founding. 

In an anguished message, Pat Sarenas, AIP’ for- 
mer sectoral representative, writes that she is “so 
overwhelmed with grief" as she had met many of the 
‘women of Guinsaugon, having visited St. Bernard in 
2001. Together with Alice Morada, at that time one 
of our nominees for party-ist representative, Lau- 
тееп and Pauline Nayra, our Leyte chapter head, Pot 
went to St. Bernard for the inauguration of the 
Women's Center, which had been constructed with 
funds accessed through Abanse! Pinay. 

Some months later. also went around Southern 

Leyte with Laureen for the blessing of more wom- 
en's centers, though I can't remember if St. Bemard 
‘was one of the many towns we visited. But the per- 
Sonal connection, however tenuous, is enough to 
Tend urgency and poignancy to the appeals being 
made by Laureen, Pauline and other Leyte-based 
friends who are feverishly raising funds and solicit- 
ing relief goods for the survivors. 
FROM PAULINE comes an urgent appeal for 
blankets. "Blankets are needed in the rescue 
and relief effort; they can be used to carry the 
‘weak and the children and their belongings to 
Safety. They are also used (by evacuees) for 
sleeping in the absence of mats and to cover and 
protect themselves,” says Pauline. 


THE SILENCE WAS PALPABLE AT PLAZUELA DE 
Sta. Isabel last Saturday in Intramuros when 
Japanese Ambassador Ryuichiro Yamazaki, on 
the occasion of the 61st anniversary of the Libera- 
Чоп of Manila, expressed his apologies and “deep 
sense of remorse over the tragic fate of Manila.” 
He cited Rear Admiral Iwabuch/s decision to 
override General Yamashita's order to evacuate 
Manila, resulting in the deaths of 100,000 civil- 
ans and the annihilation of the ever loyal сіу. 

‘There was hardly a dry eye in the audience 
when Ambassador Juan Rocha, who lost his moth- 
er in that holocaust, remarked that it had been dif- 
ficult to forgive when there was no contrition. Ya- 
mazakissincere regrets may goa long way in heal- 
ing those festering wounds. 

“Thankfully, Flipino-Japanese Friendship month 
has been moved to July. This year is also the Seh 
anniversary of the normalization of diplomatic rela- 
tions with Japan. In this connection, I received а 
book, entitled "Japanese Pioneers in the Northern 
Philippine Highlands,” published in 2004 in celebra- 
tion and commemoration of the Japanese migrant 
laborers of Norther Luzon who worked on the con- 
struction of Kennon Road together with Filipinos, 
Chinese and Americans at the tum of the century. 
“The next time you pass through Kennon, remember 
that over 4,000 men from 46 nations worked on the. 
road. It was because of the highway they built that 
Baguio developed into the countrys favorite vaca- 
tion spot. Berween 500 and 600 Japanese gave up 
their lives for that road, dying from malaria, 
beriberi, dysentery and work accidents. In the 1903 
cholera outbreak alone, 300 Japanese were said to 
have been buried in Balangabang (Twin Peaks). 

"The book presents a recollection of descendants 
whose stories about the lives and work of their 
parents and grandparents are written about for 
the first time. For several decades, these stories re- 
‘mained buried due to the long-lasting anti- 
‘Japanese feelings. Stories were suppressed, some 
‘descendants changed thelr names and many Fil- 
{pino-Japanese families broke up with the father's 
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соработ wit investigations, has sto for eas. 
‘Tobe filed and re-filed has been the fate of this cru- 
cial bill in the House. It's time the Senate acted on 
jt to prevent the disasters we are now witnessing. 
‘The late of this bill is the best argument for a uni- 
cameral legislature. Having two chambers that are. 
always in gridlock results in very slow legislation. 

Speaking of Charter change, attacks on 
Speaker Jose de Venecia by senators have be- 


in granting the Co 
ment to local and foreign leaders (one was giv- 
en to the PNOC during my husband's presiden- 
су when it won the Global Energy Award in 
2003) because that award was never approved 
by the Senate. Moreover, Tatad alleged that the 
award was being bestowed on the basis of Reso- 
ution 453, but the latter deals with another top- 
ic altogether (a ban on overseas employment). 
In fairness to JDV and the House, however, I 
have witnessed a number of those awarding 
ceremonies and the citations always makes it 
clear the honor is being conferred by the House 
alone. 1 also noted the House secretary gener- 
al's explanation that Resolution 453, which es- 
tablished the award, was approved in the 12th 
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You may send your new or clean used blan- 
kets, as well as other donations, to Runggiyan 
Social Development Foundation Inc, Don V 
dela Cruz Ave., Calanipawan, Tacloban City, Tel. 
No. 052-5235903. 

Laureen, for her part, texted that apart from. 
food and clothing, what the survivors need most 
right now are “light materials for construction,” 
apparently for temporary shelter as all the 
houses in the barangay have been leveled. All 
donations will be coursed through St. Bernard 
Mayor María Lim, a supporter of Abanse! Pinay. 

"Those wishing to send cash, Laureen says, 
can directly deposit their donations to her ac- 
‘count at the Allied Bank branch in Baybay 
Leyte. Her account number is 0840740365, and 
Tm sure shell acknowledge all donations with 
the proper 3 

Friends with the Abanse! Pinay chapter in Ce- 
bu have also been mobilizing among their net- 
works for aid to the landslide survivors. Tess 
Fernandez of Lihok Pilipina in Cebu writes that 
three Lihok staff members would be traveling to 
St. Bernard to distribute the goods they were 
able to collect. 

"The latest word they've gathered is that three 
other barangays in St. Bernard have been evac- 
uated. Tess echoes the call for blankets and 
mats, as well as for toothbrushes, soap, tooth- 
paste and sanitary napkins for the women sur- 
vivors. 

"THEY buried a generation today” is how the lead 
їп a story about the funeral of schoolchildren who 
died in a school fire goes. A classic of newswriting, 
of cited in journalism school, the sentence sums up 
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retum to Japan. Mos of us, therefore, had no idea 
ofthe rele Dese Japanese pioneers played in the 
development o Baguio and nearby provinces or 
ег partieipation inthe construction of Kennon 
ad Naguilian, which was done mostly by hand, 

"he book presents ота histories and pho- 
tographs you have seen before (which shouldnt 
Surprise Шз пос most of the documents of he 
T 
ed бше). Rare images were provided by former 
Baguio residens who now Ive in Japan and 
adi records n the US. Among these are pho 
топары taken by Shoaosuke Furuya, a profes 
‘ital photographer who worked at Pine Studion 
бошо in rhe mid 1920s ший he ser up his own 
fes, the Golden Light Sudio im Balac 
Mines and sen back photographs to his famili 
Japan where they miraculously survived the war 
ЗАР бете were actually four Japanese sair 
thos on Sesion Road in those days before the war. 
So what ober photographs ex? 

Mos History books published if youve read 
enough of them) are a rehash of what you already 
rove Many times the foomote are more interest- 
Ing than the text ut his particular book sa reve 
fein. Al бизе years, though Baguio meant у. 
phoan or som n the vemacular Would you 
[ром is enmology is “bagne; an aquatic fem that 
grow on de swampy bonom of the Glad Val- 
Баг» jos one of the things youl йод ош. 

mere were over a thousand Japanese who 
worked on Kennon Road an, when it was finshed, 
any opido say behind, Some opened grocery 
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Defense Secretary Aveling ud Wis фоле ds 
saying that the govertent is beg mapping 
Our the towns that are pr to foods and land- 
slides, and once this is finished, he'll ask focal gov- 
rament oficial and the media to help dissemi- 
Sate the information to the citizens. But Im afraid 
dissemination is not enough. What government 
ought to do i relocate towns that are at high risk 
and forcibly keep the people ош of the danger 
zones. Beyond providing Blankets, warm clothes, 
food rations and shelters, the feed 
aid now pouring in from both local and foreign. 
Sources should be used to d new communities 
away ftom the danger areas. This would make the 
financial aid from our generous donors more 
meaningful. Otherwise, this disaster will visit the 
County with greater regulari 


Now for some good news. FibAmerican fim 
Pia Clemente, an Oscar nominee this 
eas has signed up designer Rajo Laurel of the tal- 
“шей Laurel cam and Los Angeles based Fil-Am 
designer David Tupaz to coordinate on making the 
two gowns shell wear to the Oscars, These rwo de- 
signers join our own Monique Lhuillier ofthe Cebu 
Чап in being designer to the stars. Monique, the 
daughter of the stil lovely Amparito Lamas Lhuil- 
lier and her husband Michel, brother of Ambas- 
sador to Rome Philippe Lhuillier, has been dressing 
tp stars like Sharon Stone and acedemy-award 
‘winners and has become very famous. Over dinner 
in Rome last September, Ambassador Lhuiliers 
prety wife, Edna, told us how once when she was 
Seppe in LA, de red er чый ard шы 
Sales lady recognized the name and st 
asking if she was related to Monique. The other 
Sales ladies started to crowd around her, wanting 
to know more about Monique. Edna had the same 
experience in Milan, where the sales giris became 
‘carious when they leamed that she is a Lhuillier 
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the magnitude of loss one feels when children die 
in large numbers in one fell swoop. 

For the citizens of Guinsaugon, burying the next 
‘generation—the almost 200 students attending 
Glasses in the elementary school when it was 
buried beneath a mountain of mud—will take 
some time, as rescuers report that they have yet to 
reach any part of the school, dashing hopes of res- 
Cuing any possible survivors. 

But it turns out that more than just the dreams 
and possibilities of a generation lie buried beneath 
the earth in Guinsaugon. A story on the barangay 
elementary school says the young people there 
"were considered among the most gifted in St 
Bernard, excelling in "math competitions and aca- 
demic exams.” 

‘The story Volt Contreras tells is of dedicated 

teachers and bright students who, despite their 
poverty and the remote location of their barangay, 
managed to best their peers among the other ele- 
‘mentary schools in St. Bernard and the province as 
a whole. Indeed, a local education official said the 
Guinsaugon students might have been reviewing 
for this year's division test, which covered such ba- 
sic subjects as English, Math, Science and Mak- 
bayan (s combination of history and civics) а test 
they routinely excelled in. 
SO TO the folk of Guinsaugon and St. 
Bernard —and of the rest of the country—the 
grief and shock over the disaster is compound- 
d by a sense of great loss, not just of possibly 
over a thousand residents of the barangay, but 
ofa generation of young people who held out so 
тшсй promise and potential. 

1 think, too, of their mothers, many of whom 
were surely among the 80 supporters of Abanset 
Pinay meeting in the school that morning and 
celebrating their solidarity and sisterhood. 

Thad felt sickened to the stomach when I first 
heard news of the mudslide, and was horrified 
when I beheld the initial news footage out of 
‘Guinsaugon. That initial shock has since worn 
off, replaced by grief for everyone—but espe- 
Sally the women and children—who didn't 
know what hit them that bright Friday morning. 


stores, others operated sawmills and still others 
constructed many of the Western style office build- 
ings and residences in Baguio. There were those 
who went into vegetable farming (before the war, 
70 percent of the farms were Japanese owned), 
formed the Japanese Association, established a 
school and even engaged inthe trucking business. 

Many of these Japanese married local women, 
‘mostly Ibaloys, Kankanays and Bontoc natives 
Others came from Pangasinan, Ilocos and the 
‘Tagalog regions who had migrated 0 the 
Cordilleras or who came selling various commodi- 
ties to the construction workers on Kennon. There 
was Felisa Esperanza, a vendor of ариу from Asin, 
who married Ejiro Shimotsu whom she met on the 
‘onstruction site of the railroad. tunnel in Tubs, 
‘Benguet, and Catalina Dung from Bontot who met 
Hyojiro Uda while selling fruis aid vegetables to 
his bridge construction crew along the Chico River. 

Regretfully che war destroyed many lives, in- 
cluding the Japanese community in Bagulo. Those 
‘who had sons in the Phiippine-American army 
‘were tortured by the Japanese police. 

After the Liberation, Japanese families were la- 
beled “enemy aliens" and sent to detention camps. 
Others who retreated with the Japanese troops (а 
third died of illness and starvation) became pris- 
опет of war. Upon their release, even their Philip 
pine-born wives and children were tried for olla 
ration. They were cleared in 1948. But the 
Japanese men were repatriated to Japan, thus 
breaking up their families. 

"The author of the book, Cecile Afable, is the. 
daughter of Teruji Okubo, a carpenter from Hi- 
roshima, and Josefa Cariño, an Ibaloy. 

T was in 1972 that Sc Theresia Unno, a member 
of the Franciscan Order, begun to gather data 
about the descendants of these early Japanese pio- 
neers. This led to the formation of the Filipino 
Japanese Foundation of Northem Luzon Inc. 
‘which published the book. 


p Comments at bambiharper@yahog com 


Lonely together 


1 KNEW SHE WOULD EVENTUALLY POP THE QUESTION 
after watching Nova Villa ask John Lloyd Cruz the same 
question countless times in her favorite telenovela. And she, 


‚ finally did, one afternoon when I got home from school. 


“May boyfriend ka na ba?" my grandmother asked, her 
voice lilting, her expression uncannily like Nova Villa's, 
“Wola pa ho,” 1 said. "Hindi ko nga po ma-imagine.. * 


“kung paano 
umibig at ibigin?" Lo- 
la finished 

Ugh. That wasn't 
what | meant to say 
stall Ње to think 1 
at least have some 
idea of love, however 
fawed ог vague. 
Mills and Boon intro- 
duced me to romance 
back when 1 was in 
fh grade. Now at 
20, Ive been to enough drinking sessions to witness several 
declarations of love. 

"Iwas about to say 1 can't even imagine how my parents got 
snared wen they were just about my age,” tld my Lola. Re- 
al, enduring commitment, thats what Ї cant imagine. 1, 
‘whose great commitment is to follow the antics of the animat- 
ed fat, pink starfish, Patrick. 

Lola considered me thoughtfully, probably thinking of my 
afternoon cartoon viewing. “Innocent ka pa,” she decided. 
She said it as if love were vulgar. Judging from historical ro- 
тапсез and drunken revelations, I have to admit that love can 

nasty. 

Lola folded her hands over her belly and stared into the dis- 
tance. {thought that it would come then: the stories she usual- 
ly told after the marble table had been wiped and she had 
changed into afresh duster and had her feet propped on а; 
chai the stories about the great loves of her life 

“There was brown-haired Finley whom her family spurned 
because his mother was a washerwoman, when in truth they. 
were running a successful laundry shop. There was broad- 
shouldered Juanito, her best friend and constant companion, 
‘with whom she shared afternoons and sweet сот cobs. The 
was the brilliant unde who, long before "The Da Vinci Code, 
had told her about Mary Magdalene's marriage to Christ. And 
then there was Lolo Doming, whom she describes as the least 
remarkable among her loves Сору was the word she would 
use when she was annoyed), but the most loving and persis- 
tentof them all. 

"The stores did not come this afternoon. And looking at het; 
remembered another time, some months after Lolo died. Her 
hands were also folded jus so, although she was sobbing and 
rocking herself softly back and forth. "My husband has gone,” 
She lamented.“ My brother and sisters have gone. Al my dear- 
est fiends have died. Sometimes, eel so alone.” 

So thats how it goes. Nearing the end of your Ше, you are 
left with yourself Strange, but at 20 and 80 we feel similarly 
lonely 

Tve lost friends, siblings and younger cousins to their 
lovers. They had been caught up in bliss and swept away to 
worlds my innocent mind couldn't possibly imagine. Unreach- 
able even by text, giddily distant even across the dinner table. 

Sometimes, Г feel a loss for loves 1 never actually had, not 
knowing Lola, whom care for and live with, could be silently 
grieving for the loves she had lost. 

Lola was still quietly staring at that something, something 
that could be decades in the past. Her lined face was smiling. 
The afternoon was waning. 

We make quite а рай, T realized. And for now, we can con- 
tinue being lonely together 


Youwc BLOOD 
Ruth Gadia 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and beiow.—Ed. 


Ruth байа, 2, is a 4th year Fine Arts student at the University 
ofthe Philippines in Diliman, 


No tears for grandma 
Beverly Lopez 


1 DID NOT CRY FOR MY GRANDMOTHER. AND WHY 
should I? She was never clase to me, to begin with. I didn't 
have fond memories of her. She was never part of my Ше. 

Near her deathbed, I stood watching in silence as others 
wept. People leaned on me for support. I just held them and 
patted their heads awkwardly. 1 probably said something 
Eomforting, but | cannot remember what. They got my 
shoulders wet. And was holding them up, unfeeling. 

On her funeral, it was worse. People were coming in and 
ош, but 1 didn't know anyone. I hardly knew anyone. 1 saw. 
some family members for the first time. The atmosphere was 
tense, and I didn't know why. 

"The only people whose eyes were not red with tears were 
kids aged 15 and below. And me of course. They were oblivi- 
ous, and they had an excuse. I did not. 

Eulogies were delivered but nothing tugged at my heart- 
strings. 1 did not know my grandmother that way. My memo: 
ries of her were so bad that Td rather forget them. Who'd 
want tobe remembered that way? 

She never made me smile, much less laugh. Well, 1 
laughed, but 1 laughed at her, not with her. She acted so 
childish during the last few years of her life. 

We, my brother and 1, almost died every time she came to 
ош house. The Lopez household became stiff and gloomy 
when che Wicked Witch of the West arrived. Every year, she 
‘would come, and at the most unfortunate times, | must say: 
the Christmas season and New Years Day. We didn't feel 
Christmasy at all. It felt more like Good Friday. 

1 did not cry during her burial. Hands were held. Music 
was played. Hugs were shared. Outbursts were inevitable 
Of sadness, of tension, of relief. > 

T stood alone under the fire tree. It blazed crimson under 
the hot midday sun. stood up. And then | cried. 

1 cried not for losing ет. 1 didn't think I lost anything. 1 
cried because 1 didn't feel her, not even once, Not even when 
her husband was alive. 

Papa was different. He made me laugh. He played for me 
and he played with me. We were happy together. But from 
my grandmother, 1 got nothing. 

1 cried because 1 envied other people. 1 cried because they 
felt their grandmother's presence when 1 didn't, 1 cried be- 
cause they cried when their grandmother died while I didn't. 
Tried fora completely different reason. 

Regrets come in the end, they say. I knew mine did, but 1 
didn't understand how it got to that point. Maybe 1 didn't 
reach out enough, or maybe I didn't reach out at all. Maybe 
we were just plain different and we couldn't sec eye-to-eye. 
Maybe it just wasn't meant to be. 

Maybe, Maybe. Maybe. 

wiped away my tears. sat in the shade of the fire tree 
and comforted myself. My family would never understand. 
All of them had connected with my grandmother at some 
Point in cher lives. I didn't, 

Tdida't ery for my grandmother, And maybe 1 never will 


Beverly Lopes, 19, is a 2nd Year BA Journalism student at the 


University of the Philippines in Diliman. Е 
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No moral ascendancy to criticize bishops 


Proposed Charter undermines 
youth’s role in nation-building 


"THE YOUTH IS THE HOPE OF THE 
motherland,” Jose Rizal said. But this 
would no longer be true should our 
pro-amendment advocates, and the 
‘opportimnists behind them, succeed in 
changing our present Constitution. 

One particular concern, among 
other equally important things that 
hhave been said about the proposed 
constitutional amendments and revi 
sion, should make the blood of every 
young Filipino and of the unborn 
generation boil. Section 13 of Article 
П (Declaration of Principles and 
State Policies) of the present Consti- 
tution which recognizes the vital role 
of the youth in nation-building, has 
been deleted in the proposed Char- 
ter 

‘The provision could not have been. 
removed without a special reason. 
‘The last sentence of the state policy 
mentions the duty of the State to 
teach the youth patriotism and na- 
tionalism and to promote their in- 
volvement in public and civic affairs 
This corresponds with Article XIV, 
Section 3 (2) on Education, which 
states: “They (education institutions) 
shall inculcate patriotism and nation- 


en scientific 
posed Chatter. 
youth played in 


guerillas who 


‘The proposed 


generations of Fil 


thinking and kill 


ture of apathy, 


alism, foster love of humanity, re- 
spect for human rights, appreciation 
of the role of national heroes in the 
historical development of the coun- 
try, teach the rights and duties of citi- 
zenship, strengthen ethical and spiri- 
tual values, devel 
and personal discipline, encourage 
critical and creative thinking, broad- 
and technological 
knowledge, and promote vocational 
efficiency" This too is not in the pro- 


"Thus, the proposed Charter virtu- 
ally discounts the important role the 


Ty—from the young Katipuneros who 
fought the Spaniards to the young 


Japanese occupations, to the youth 
‘who fought the Marcos regime and 
marched in the two Edsa uprisings. 

would prefer the present and coming 


volved in the affairs of the country. It 
would rather discourage critical 


the young and breed instead a cul- 


selfishness 
among 
them. 

And 
while 
the 
posed Char- 
ter has included hu- 
man rights education as part of the 
curricula, this will only serve as an in- 
doctrination course to promote a 
twisted concept of civil liberties and 
constitutional rights. 

Charter change proponents want 
to create a new generation of docile 
young Filipinos who will not dare 
challenge the existing order. Obvi- 
ously, the Arroyo ruling clique recog- 
nizes the potential threat of an active. 
and critical youth population on cor- 
rupt regimes. 

It is the responsibility of every pa- 
triotic and freedom-loving young 
iino to oppose the proposed Cha- 
cha. Our nation's future depends on 


LIPPINE. 
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LETTERS 


lop moral character. 


the nation's histo- 


fought US and 


Charter obviously 
ipinos not to get in- 

—CARLMARCRAMOTA, 
executive vice president, 


Kabataan Party, 
carlramota@gmail.com 


civic spirit among 


individualism and 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions 
you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 

Tardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 
ercom.ph 


supplied. 


Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mas- 
897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 


Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their complete address and telephone or pager number 
‘mail address for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such information is 


about the treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, 
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Find out who 


BELINDA OLIVARES-CUNANAN REFERRED 
to the position of the Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence ofthe Philippines on mining as a "stupidi 
Sy" (PDI, 1/31/06) The CBCR influenced by 
“leftist elements," according to Cunanan, ad- 
vocates the repeal of the 1995 Mining Law and 
the suspension of mining permits. 

We are not aware of Cunanan’s moral as- 
cendancy or qualification for her to label the 
stand of so moral a group as the CBCP as she 
did. But we do know that her background and 
inclination are that of an ultra-rightist, Her 
column generally supports the cause of 
prominent trapos; she normally expresses the 
Views of conservative groups. 

On the same PDI issue, Roderick Carpio of 
Katribu, wrote about the degradation of the. 
environment in Mindoro, brought about by 
Marcopper. Ina pluralistic democratic society 
like the Philippines, this is the other view. and 
a better one. We now have the Lafayette min- 
ing disaster in Rapu-Rapu, Albay. Yesterday it 
was the mining tragedies in Mt. Diwalwal. 

Let us face some lessons in history. The al- 
leged billions of pesos expected from the min- 
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ing industry under the Mining Law, even if re- 
alized, will not lift the poor from the morass. 
of poverty. The poor will remain poor, for as 
long as the CBCP adheres to its present policy. 
оп population—not on mining 

The Mining Act will rob future generations 
of the resources held “in trust” by us for, 
them. i 

Chile was mentioned by Cunanan as a good 
example. I would ask her to look at a small 
‘country, a neighbor of Australia, whose only 
natural resource was its topsoil of phosphate. 
This was transported to Australia, and the! 
pitiful country was robbed of its only God-giv-, 
en wealth. 

Cunanan's position on mining does not im- 
press us as the opinion of an objective ana- 
Iyst; she sounds like a propagandist. Cunanan 
need not use ad hominem arguments to but- 
tress her hollow point of view. The strong 
words she used reminds us of a committed: 
bigot. $ 

—NELSON D. LAVIRA, 
ambassador (ret.), 
nlavinaélycos.com. 


Islam, Western civilizations 
contribute much to humanity 


THE MUSLIM PROTESTS OVER THE 
cartoons depicting Prophet Mohammed may 
have lessons for us all. We may have to really 
define the limits of religious expression and 
press freedom, more specifically in relation to 
religion. 

But in order to understand the Muslim 
sense of outrage over the cartoons, we have 
to first understand why Islam frowns upon 
depicting people as images. Itis too simplistic 
to say that the Prophet may not be depicted in 
art. An imam told me that Islamic tradition 
holds that depicting people and animals is an 

witation to idolatry.” The Prophet was at 
first rejected and persecuted by Meccans for 
preaching about the One unseen God and 
against their idolatry. 

‘The West prides itself on secular values, 
but it had to pass through centuries of rel- 
gious intolerance and bigotry. Secularism was 
а guarantee to prevent one religion from 
abusing another religion. But this is premised 

pect for beliefs, and this in- 
т the non-belief of a tiny mi- 
поі. 

Citizens may disagree about religious dog- 
mas and practice but, in a secular society, 
these disagreemenis should not be cause for 

ice. What has happened in Denmark 
and other countries in the European Union is 
that secularism has begun to be abusive to 
people who profess belief, Christians and 


EVAT in disguise 


PRIOR TO THE 2-PERCENT EVAT INCREASE 
imposed last Feb. 1, so much assurance was 
given by the government as to the minimal ef- 
fects it will have on prices. 

Apparently some companies are using 
this 2-percent increase as a cover to tack 
hefty increases on the prices of their prod- 

A case in point: Last Jan. 22, I paid P2,900 
for 30 Gabapentin tablets 600 mg at a drug- 
store in Angeles City. On Feb. 8, I was charged 
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‘TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


Muslims included. These European newspa-} 
per publishers do not dare caricature gays, 
atheists, revolutionaries and other secular; 
minorities in the name of freedom of expres 
sion. They do caricature Islam, or even Chris? 
tian sects. In the West, offensive caricatures: 
of the Roman Catholic Church and especially 
of the Pope are commonplace. These carica- 
tures reinforce prejudices and stereotypes. 

‘And this is the real root of the problem. 
Even with secular values that should promote 
openness and tolerance, the West still has a 
stereotypical and prejudiced view of Islam. 
‘Westerners need to have a large degree of cul- 
tural sensitivity in understanding islam. They 
can start by meeting Muslims and dealing 
‘with them on a personal level 

‘And Muslims will need to move beyond the 
lamentable results of 1,000 years of Western 
intolerance to their faith and make a brave 
step to appreciate Western values not as a 
threat to their faith. 

Islamic and Western civilizations have con- 
tributed much to humanity, and we will be 
poorer if we have a clash between the two. 

— BENJAMIN VALLEJO JR., Ph.D., 
assistant professor, 

Institute of Environmental Science and 
Meteorology, Villadolid Hall, 

College of Science, University ofthe. 
Philippines Diliman, Quezon City 1101, 
‘wwrwiesm.upd.edu pli 


3,340 for the same quantity of the same 

medicine, When I inquired why it was so ex- 

pensive, i was told that the new increase was 

caused by the additional 2-percent in the 

EVAT, 

When I consulted my calculator, it told me 
that 2 percent of P2,900 is P58 and not P430. 

—ERWINPIRKL, 

Box 157, Skyline Apartments, 

800 Malabanias Road, 

2009 Angeles City 
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Car theft suspects nabbed 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


FOUR SUSPECTED CAR THIEVES WERE 
arrested at dawn yesterday after they were 
caught allegedly dismantling a pick-up in a 
dump in Malabon City. 

Northern Police District director Chief 
Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil said the suspects al- 
egedly stole the red Ford pick-up of business- 
man Edgardo Carino, a resident of Mandaluy- 
ong City. 

The vehicle, with plate number PDD 518, 


£ PARTICIPANTS rappel 
froma huge bilboardin 
Makati City as National < 
Capital Region Police X 
Office Director Vidal 
Querol (inset) crosses 
the Pasig River ona zip 
һе. nere noni 


E 


was parked on Guerrero St., Mandaluyong 
City when it was reported stolen. The sus- 
pects were identified as Reynante Arco, 26, 
Tan Boco, 34, both from the Welfareville com- 
pound in Mandaluyong; Jerry Marla 32, and 
Benjamin Cebuano, 37, residents of Dumpsite 
Sitio 6, Catmon, Malabon. 

Bataoil said the car owner confirmed the 
recovered parts came from his pick-up. The 
victim said two of the suspects were known to 
him, Bataoil added. "Arco and Boco were pai 
time drivers of the victims and could have du- 


plicated the car key" Bataoil said. 

Among the items recovered from th 
pects were the engine chassis, stainless 
‘camper shell with back body, alternator, bat- 
tery air-conditioner, radiator and tires- 

Bataoil said residents reported the ongoing 
illegal activity. "The residents saw the sus- 
pects dismantling the vehicle,” the NPD chief 
said. The suspects were arrested by a team 
headed by Senior Insp. Carlos Dilag when 
they failed to show documents proving own 
ership of the vehicle. 


Police director takes up ‘extreme challenge’ 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


CALL IT EXTREME POLICE VISIBILITY. 

Ina daring stunt no other man of his posi- 
tion has pulled off, National Capital Region. 
Police Office (NCRPO) Director Vidal 
Querol crossed the Pasig River from 180 feet 
above the ground, with only cables support 
ing is flight. 

"while 1 was up there, I knew I had to en- 
joy it. This is once in a lifetime opportunity" 
Querol said, visibly happy after completing 
his stunt around 10:25 p.m. Sunday night. 

Among the first acts in a promotional Rex 
ona billboard stunt show at the Edsa- 
Guadalupe intersection in Makati City, 


Querol took off from the 160-foot-high bill 
Board and crossed a descending 720-foot zip 
line traversing the width of Pasig River, 
its Makati side to the Mandaluyong edge 

‘As he made the descent, Querol showed 
no fear of altitude, as he smiled and waved 
to the audience below. Upon touchdown, 
the NCRPO chief enthusiastically shook 
hands with spectators huddled by the 
bridge's safety balustrade. 

High-altitude training in his ус 
off for the 55-year-old Querol who 
often seen оп the ground, checking on his 
men and inspecting Metro Manila's com- 
mercial areas and checkpoints. 

As a young skydiver, he had gone up to 


METROBRIEFS 


Same suspects? 

THE SUSPECTS in a car theftincidentin 
Parafaque City that kiled Richard Cap, a 19- 
year-old nursing student. last Feb. 12 сош be part 
t the group that puled ott a heist in a security 
agency in Pasay City on New Years Eve according 
to Paraiaque Cy police chief Supt. Ronald Es- 
tiles. Raymond Bongabong and Roberto Pepito 
Were among the suspects identified by witnesses 
she men who broke Into the Dasia Security 
Agency in Pasay on Dec. 31. "Our witness, a secu- 
rity guard, identified Bongabong as опе of the sus- 
pects who barged into the security agency.” SPO 3 
Danny Unico told the пое. The robbers carted 
away 35 M-16 rifles, 15 shotguns, wo handguns 


and 15 bullet-proof vests. A canteen helper and a 
building security guard later identified Bongabong 
as the gunman in the kiling of Capi. Jocelyn R. Uy 


One more time 

29-YEAR-OLD man lost his car to thieves after 
midnight yesterday in Quezon City. Terence Sy 
was about to board his black Mazda (piate num- 
ber XSR-173) in front of a convenience store on. 
"Tomas Могай Avenue when three armed men 
got otf a white Toyota Corolla, pointed their 
firearms at him, and punched him repeatedly be- 
fore aking off waith his car and celular phone, ас- 
cording to POT Gerald Maravila, Kamuning po- 
lice desk officer. DI Yap 


Leyte tragedy not God's doing 


THE TRAGEDY THAT STRUCK BARANGAY 
Ginsaugon, St. Bernard, Southern Leyte, was 
an example of Mother Nature get- 

ting back at us for abusing her. 


The mountain from which rocks ON TARGET 


and mud came sliding down into 
the barangay has been made bald 
obviously by illegal logging or slash- 
and bum farming or kaingin. 

‘The irony of it all is that the peo- 


Floods and landslides are caused by the 
wanton cutting down of trees in our forests. 
‘Theroots of trees absorb rainfall and prevent 
soll erosion. We used to have millions and 
millions of hectares of forests. Now only а 
few million hectares of forests remain. Log- 
gers and slash-and-burn farmers destroyed 
‘our vast forests. 

Greedy loggers didn't replace the trees 
they cut down. The kaingeros kept burning 
down trees to clear a part of the forest for 
their farm. After planting on the cleared 
area, the subsistence farmer looked for other. 
areas to burn to make way for a new farm. 


God is being blamed by some people for the. 
tragedy at Southern Leyte. Why did He allow 
children to be buried alive under 
tons of mud, they ask. Said Maasin 
Bishop Precioso Canillas: “Even in 
these most painful times, we believe 
that God continues to love us ай, es- 
pecially those who are severely af- 
fected.” 
“The statement was uncalled foc 
God loves everybody the saints as 
well as the sinners. He doesn’t pun- 


‘own making, not God's. 

The law of karma doesn't make 
any distinctions. We reap what we sow. The 
irony of it is the innocents suffer more than the 
culprits. 

Yesterday was a redletter day for my 
brother Erwin and I. We received Medals for 
Distinguished Service for tipping off the au- 
thorities on the existence of the shabu 
tiangge or market in Pasig City. 

What Erwin and 1 did was no big deal. We 
just did what every eivicspirited citizen 
‘ought to do. The fight against crime is not the 
Job of the police alone but of the citizenry. 
‘Without the participation of the citizenry, the 
fight against criminality will not succeed. 


15,000 feet for a sky jump. Some three 
decades ago, he also crossed rivers through 
zip lines as part of his ranger training. 

For Sunday night's stunt, Querol had to go 
back to tugging that safety line for a brief re 
fresher course on skills he had not tried for 
quite some time. “I did some body balancing 
and rappelling to brush up on my skills. 
Then I tried to find my center of gravity 

suspended on air,” he said. 

Querol came to the event dressed for the. 
part in an all-black Special Weapons and 
"Tactics (SWAT) uniform, with a French hel- 
met and goggles to boot. 

"If you accept the challenge, just do your 
best,” he said 


Pasig police 
undergo values 
‘reeducation’ 


By Luige A. del Puerto, Leila B. Salaverria 
and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THE FORMER PASIG CITY POLICE CHIEF 
and his men will undergo a 15-day retraining 
program at the Subic Freeport Bay in Olon- 
apo City. The 300-strong Pasig police force 
would go in groups, officials said. 

Police spokesperson 5: Supt. Samuel Pagdi- 
lao said PNP chief Arturo Lomibao wanted Se- 
nior Supt. Raul Medina to "lead his police 
force in the values and leadership training 
program,” following the discovery of a “lea 
marker” of illegal drugs near the Pasig police. 
headquarters. 

"The Pasig one-stop shop for shabu addicts 

tio Mapayapa in Barangay Sto. Tomas is 
jess than a kilometer away from City Hall, and 
from the headquarters of both the Pasig Cy 
Police and the Easter Police District (EPD). 

A week after the Anti-Illegal Drugs Special 
Operations Task Force based in Camp Crame 
raided the compound, Director Vidal Querol 
of the National Capital Regional Police Office 
relieved Medina, as well as the heads of the 
antinarcotics units of the EPD and Pasig City, 
from their posts. 

The Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency 
also sacked из six-man team in Eastern Metro 
Manila that covers Pasig, Marikina, Mandaluy- 
ong and Sen Juan. Sr Supt. Romeo Abaring is 
now acting chief of the Pasig City Police. 

‘Meanwhile, Pasig Rep. Roberto Jaworksi J 
said yesterday he was verifying reports that 
the Pasig polices anti-illegal drugs division 
had been getting P1.2 million a month from 
the operations of the “shabu restaurants." 

“Jaworski had linked Pasig Mayor Vicente 
Eusebio earlier tothe drug den operations. | 

“The amount received by the police is al- 
legedly separate from that received by Pacman 
and the barangay” the congressman said at 
the Kapihan sa Maynila forum yesterday, | 

“Pacman” refers to the person allegedly col- | 
lecing money from the drug operation for the 
city mayor’ office. Investigators were shocked 
when Eusebio had the shanties in the area de- 
molished days after the raid. 

"The mayor said he wanted to ensure illegal 
operations would not resume. 

Jaworski said he would formally ask the Of- 
fice of the Ombudsman to suspend Eusebio 
and would submit evidence to support his ac- | 
cusations. 

Reacting to Jaworski's charges, Eusebio | 
threatened to file a libel case against the con- | 
gressman. 

"The mayor said he was open to any investi- 
gation, and laughed off Jaworskis allegations 
that he had a bagman. 

‘Jaworski is widely believed to be planning 
to run for mayor next year, while Eusebio is re- 
poredly grooming his son Bobby to replace 


Republic of the Philippines 


CITY OF VALENZUELA 
Metropolitan Manila 


Mayor SHERWIN GATCHALIAN 
is calling on all Valenzuelanos 
to share whatever they can to 
help the St. Bernard, Southern 
Leyte landslide victims. 


Donations are accepted at the 
Valenzuela City Hall until Friday, 
February 24, 2006. 


Please contact Ms. Venus Gaoiran or 
| Ms. Marither Menia at 292-0211 for 


details. 
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when 

buying 

a condo, 

ask yourself ... 


With all other condos you get a 
BARE unit upon turnover ... 


JN. putwith soma and Soho Central, all unit owners 
get FULLY-FITTED and STYLISHLY FURNISHED units 


Il other projects dazzle you with fancy model units, designed by famous interior 
designers, but come turnover time, all you get is a completely bare shell, with 
incomplete finishings, and the most spartan of fittings. 


Century Properties and Meridien Development Group, the creators of the award winning 
Essensa East Forbes at the Fort, are now offering the first and ONLY fully-fitted and 
stylishly furnished hi-rise residences in the country with South of Market or SoMa (at 
the Bonifacio Global City) and Soho Central (across Shangri-La Plaza Mall). 


All units come with air-conditioning, kitchen cabinetry, refrigerator, cooktop, modern 
rangehood, microwave, a washing machine, bedframe, a flatscreen TV with DVD player, 


a full sound and entertainment system, a dining showcase, a living room setup, and 
bathroom fittings, at NO EXTRA COST! 


So no expensive interior design bills, no time wasted looking for appliances and 
furniture. No move-in worries. No disappointments. 


Come visit our model units to see just what more you'll get when you make your home 
with Century. 


SOUTH of MARKET central 


Fort Bonifacio Global City Greenfield District 
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PROPERTIES GROUP ortext 0915-700-2000 
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‘Leaving on a jet plane’ 
inspired air controllers 


By Ben f Romero Ш 


(The writer is now assistant professor at St. Paul University in Quezon City.) 


nificant contribution of the technical personnel of the Bu- 


ү FEW PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT THE SILENT YET SIG- 


reau of Air Transportation (BAT), now the Air Transporta- 
tion Office (ATO), in the triumph of Edsa I. 


Planning to shut down airports to in- 
coming and outgoing trafic in the event of 
an uprising was done even before in the af- 
termath of allegations of fraud committed. 
by the regime during the snap election. 

Tt was spearheaded by the Aero Mo- 
bile Service (AMS) personnel, where 1 
used to be a supervisor, and had the tacit 
approval of some sympathetic section 
chiefs in spite of the risk of outright dis- 
missal, or worse, incarceration. 

We ‘later informed officials of the 


Philippine Air Traffic Controllers Associ- 
ation and the Organization of Philippine 
Airways Communications Specialists of 
ош objective. 

Our plan involved an intricate closure 
of the entire Philippine Air Traffic Sys- 
tem, the effects of which were vicious, 
crippling and hazardous to international 
air navigation. 

The Philippine Air Traffic System is 
operated by three technical groups: the. 
Air Traffic Controllers the Airways Com- 
municators and the Air Navigation Sys- 
tems Specialists. 

The staging ground for the closure 
‘would be AMS since its main function was 
to provide continuous HF and VHF commu: 
nications to flight operations in the South 
East Asia and Central West Pacific regions. 

"The AMS was also the first line of con- 
tact for incoming international flights. 

То avoid endangering international 


air navigation, we planned to issue sur- 
reptitiously a notice to airmen that our 
‘communications facilities were not func- 
tioning and could put fights at risk. 


No take-off, landing. 

The scheme would therefore force ai 
craft to avoid overfly and landing and 
take-offin the Philippines, particularly in 
‘major international airports such a 
Manila, Cebu, Davao and Zamboanga. 

‘We then contacted the Corazon Aquino 
‘camp, advising them of our plan that 
could put additional pressure on Marcos. 

The Aquino camp obviously relayed 
our plan to the rebels. On Day 2 of the 
Edsa Revolution, we received a call from 
Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile on a 
possible meeting to implement our plan. 
it did not materialize, but the Aquino 
people gave us the green light. 

Retuming to the Airways Facilities 
Complex, we immediately went to work. 


So effective 
So effective was the strategy that even 
pilots calling us on the assigned frequen- 
Gies understood and bid us good luck—a 
manifestation that the plan was working. 
‘Our correspondents in the aerona 
cal fixed stations in Honolulu in the East, 


Udjung Pandang in the South, Naha in 
the North, Bangkok in the West were 
continually sending us very encouraging 
messages of support. 

Heartwarming 

That to us was simply amazing. In- 
quiries made through our land lines 
equally produced splendid results. 
Callers informing us that they have 
asked Marcos to go so flights can be re- 
Stored were simply heartwarming. 

‘On Day Three ofthe revolution, we re- 
ceived a сай from Minister Enrile through 
the Manila Control Tower to open the 
Manila airways facilities as friendly forces 
from Zamboanga aboard a comman- 
deered Philippine Airlines ВАС11 would 
be coming to support the revolution. 


Espana kept 
open lines 
to the world 


By Luz T.Bunag 


HEN NEWS OF A 
military rebellion 
d flashed around the 


world on Feb. 22, 1986, the 
international section of the 
Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co. was jammed 
with incoming and outgoing 
calls. 

“The PLDT office on Espafia—one of 
two handling such calls—also became 
a magnet fora potential attack for 
troops seeking to disrupt vital com- 


š munications with the outside world, 


Then a very welcome news was subse- È 


‘quently received from the Cojuangco 
camp, that we could resume normal oper- 


ations—code name Juliet Delta had been. f 


accomplished. This was the code name we 
assigned to our mission, the international 
phonetic alphabet for John Denver and his 
popular song "Leaving on a Jet Plane." 

"hat was what our mission was all 
about to see Marcos leaving ona jet plane. 

Did our plan pressure Marcos to final 
iy leave? Does a ripple make waves? 


How precious freedom is 


By Pablito f Sanidad Jr. 
(The writer is now a 25-year-old 
law student.) 


HEN DEMOCRACY 
toppled the dictator- 
ship, it was a shining 


and proud moment for the Fil- 
ipinos. 


E. ATYPICAL SCENE 
long Edsa has all the elements! 
that astounded the world: A 
soldier turning his back on his 
heavy firepower to accept a 
floral offering from the people 
with Our Lady of Fatima at the 


head of th 


ir procession, 


Kitchen brigade 
with no stove, water 


Frompage Al 


had run a catering service. I thought it 
‘would bea short-term task and 1 
shanghaied my children to help out. 

‘We were shown what once passed 
fora kitchen. There was no running 
water, stove or utensils there, much 
less food to cook. 

Obviously, coup plotters don't real- 
ly plan these things. 

‘Somehow, 10 kilos of ground pork 
‘materialized, then two cases of pork 
and beans and some heads of cab 
bage. It was the first meal served to 
soldiers in the camp. 

Tmade an appeal over Radio Veritas 
for help in the kitchen. The response 
was overwhelming. More volunteers 
сате, as well as a truckload of fire- 
wood and 30 tubs of fish. 


SMC donations 

Asthe revolt progressed, more and. 
more soldiers came over to our side 
such that we had to keep the kitchen 
going full time for 24 hours. 

More food donations also came in. 
Amy Sison-Uichangco and her sister, 
theowner of Queens Supermarket, 


donated a truckload of paper plates, 
plastic cups, spoons and forks. This 
did not last long. 

Tthen asked the men who were 
with us to cut the banana plants 
around the camp to use the stalks and 
leaves for plates. 

San Miguel Corp. made daily deliv- 
cries of distilled water and chickens, 
which were sent to Dotty Coronel, 
who owned a bakery, for roasting. 
Someone donated a truckload of rice 
and another a truckload of eggs. 
‘There were candies, sandwiches, 
cookies and local pastries. 
airlines sent food. 


More from Namfrel 

‘Aman came wearing a tie and a 
vest, not exactly a getup for a revolu- 
tion. He said he was from the National 
Movement for Free Elections. He was 
set up at a corner of the kitchen and 
fried a whole truckload of eggs. 

‘One can only look back wistfully at 
those four days when we rose to our 
best asa people. The common cause. 
that we forged in those days made us do 
‘wonderful and extraordinary things. 


Before People Power, when children of 
my age were busy playing with toys and 
staying home, I was on the streets, wear- 
ing my yellow Ninoy shirt beside my fa- 

My father then was one of the leaders 
of the opposition in northern Luzon. He 


FrompageAl 
chanting and wearing yellow. Ac- 
tually, from that day on, yellow 
became my fave 

It was so typical at my age that 


would bring me along with him whenev- 
er he spoke in rallies and when he would 
march on the streets in Baguio City. 

Remembering those years makes me 
realize the many sacrifices the Filipino 
people endured for a right and just soci- 
ety. It makes one appreciate how pre 
cious the terms "democracy" and “free- 
dom" truly mean. 

Iwas proud to be a part of it. For those. 
were moments which made the Filipino 
proud to be Filipino! 


would help the people to fight 
darkness and total blackout. 

He said there was a possibility 
that power supply would be cut 
off and this could result in chaos 


and bloodshed. 
‘When my dad heard this, he 
went to our warehouse and asked 


comprehend. 
Tused to ask my par- 
cents what was going on 
and 1 was told that a 
big bad wolf was being 
thrown out in the 
woods, that Linke Red | 
Riding Hood must be 
saved and we are going 
to help the poor girl in 
‘our own little way. 
Now, 1 finally un- 
derstood my family's 
simple contribution 
to Bisa I that led us 
back to our democra- 7 
е 
My parents were 
into handicrafts since. 
the °70s and the in- 
dustry was booming 
until the late "90s. 
My dad told me 
that on ihe second day of the 
peaceful upheaval the renowned 
movie director Ben Cervantes 
made a television appeal for do- 
nation of any form of lighting that 


our employees and 
friends to gather and 
prepare bamboo 
torches. 

1 went with my 
parents to bring the 
torches to Edsa. Î was 
so excited that 1 even. 
wore Ninoy Aquino's 
yellow shirt. 

We distributed the 
torches to the people 
in Edsa. 1 was even 
making the L (laban) 
sign, which 1 knew 
was Cors trade- 
mark. I was chanting 
"Cory" as well. 1 did 
not fully understand 
it then but I knew 1 
was fighting for 
something. It was for 
our democracy. 


Our bamboo torches might not. 
have brought down Marcos but 
they сепа! 
ipinos to see 
darkness. 


ly helped some Fil- 
ight in the midst of 


Iwas then PLDT's senior managet 
but T have since retired. 

My main concern was relief for the 
30-odd operators who had been 
working non-stop fielding calls, in- 
cluding those made by foreign re- 
porters covering the Philippines. 

Thad rushed to the office and found. 
ош by the time I got there that people 
had converged in the area to protect 
the office. They said there were ru- 
mors that PLDT would be bombed. 
Barricades had been set up around 
the area and I had to plead with peo- 
ple manning them to let me through. 

When I got there, found out that 
all the operators were in high spirts in. 
spite of the hardship. They genuinely 
thought that they were contributing 
to ease the anxiety of people worried 
about their loved ones. 

Ataround брт, Tlooked out the 
window and saw that thousands of. 
people had gathered on Espafia and 
‘surrounding streets to protect the in- 
stallation. Teenagers set up camp 
around the PLDT perimeter, some 
brewing coffee. 

noticed the coffee was not enough 
fora lot of them. So I immediately in. 
structed the operator who was accon 
panying me to get more coffee, sugar 
milk and cans of biscuits from our 
supplies to be distributed to the peo- 
ple outside. 

It was just the start of along vigil 
that ended four days later. I guess it 
was our small contribution to the suc- 
cess of the People Power revolution. 


AT 6, Julie Garcia helps the family, who was into 
handicrafts, provide torches to fight the darkness, 


na. 
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Bishop Soc slams gov't, Edsa I ‘pimps, rapists’ 


BISHOP VILLEGAS: Spare 
People Power from immoral 
politics. It's the victim, not the 
culprit. romero 


From page AI 

The two officials had then just 
broken away from Marcos after 
serving in the strongman's inner 
circle for many years. 


40 thieves back 

Villegas said moving out of the 
powerful Metropolitan See of 
Manila to the low-key diocese in 
Bataan had afforded him a new 
outsider' perspective on Edsa l. 

He said one thing he had real- 
ized was that Filipinos reaped only 
“bad politics, polities without 
moral principles, [and] transac- 
tional politics” from those who di 
rectly benefited from Edsa Fand I. 

“We must never allow any 
politician to ever tamper with 
people power again," he said. 


"The hope of our nation is not 
in the politician-beneficiaries of 
people power. [They] have be- 
trayed the trust of the people. We 
drove away Ali Baba but the 40 
thieves have taken over! It is very 
sad. It is very disheartening,” he 
said, 

Villegas stressed that people 
power was not to blame, but the 
“transactional politics" that had 
abused it. 


Not enough members 

"The innocent youthful beauty 
of People Power has been raped,” 
he said. "People Power is the vic 
tim, not the culprit” 

"The bishop expressed disdain 
over the idea of another regime 
change through People Power 


“1 do not believe anymore in 
using People Power to change 
governments,” he said, pointing 
out that such a mode was now a 
thing of the past. 

“Let ambitious politicians not 
entertain thoughts of using Peo- 
ple Power to get into office 
again,” he said. 

Last year, there were calls for 
People Power to unseat Ms Ar- 
royo, the beneficiary of Edsa II in 
January 2001. But the numbers 
were not enough, even at the 
height of the clamor for her resig- 
nation amid continued doubts 
over the legitimacy of her victory 
inthe 2004 election. 

‘Observers attributed the fai 
ure, not to popular support for 
Ms Arroyo, but to a public tired 


of yet another political up- 
heaval. 

Villegas said the woes born 
from Edsa I and II should teach 
Filipinos that "people power 
without inner conversion will 
mot lead us to the Promised 
Land but to the valley of dark- 
mess." 

"The aim of People Power is 
change of heart—conversion. We 
changed presidents but forgot to 
change within,” he said. 


Empowerment of the poor 

The emerging face of the de- 
sired inner change is the em- 
powerment of the poor through 
Cooperatives, micro-financing, 
free education, housing projects 
and nutrition programs, Ville 


gas said. 

“People Power, raped by 
politicians, is ready to stand up 
and start anew," he said, 
adding: 

“May God spare People Power 
from immoral politics. People 
Power can be betrayed, raped 
and abused, but because People 
Power is from God, it will live 
‘on, in another form, with anoth- 
ег face, but remaining always 
the same—for the good of God's 
people and in the name of 
peace." 

Villegas also said that even if it 
had been “blackened by human 
abuse,” the peaceful revolt would 
remain beautiful—the splendor 
of God who walks among His 
people.” Christian V Esguerra 


UP geologist cites 3 reasons why village collapsed 


ByD] Yap 


LOOSE VOLCANIC ROCKS, THICK 
soll drenched in La Niña rains, and 
the Philippine fault line traversing 
the town of St. Bemard—these are 
ingrediens fora recipe for disaster, 
according to a University of the 
Philippines geologist. 

"The scientist conducted a field 
study of Southern Leyte geology 
in April 2003 with her students. 


Voices heard below the ground, rhythmic 


From page AL 
where the school was entombed. 

The team, led by mountaineer 
Rted Esguerra of the Philippine 
Coast Guard, picked up what the 
governor believed to be “a sound 
of life" with the help of sensitive 
ground sensors. 

As Lerias spoke, US Marines 
Ast Lt. Rex Laceby came asking if 
he could have more shovels for 
his comrades because "they think 
they heard voices down there.” 

"The voices were heard just "by 
the school," Laceby said. 


Survivors unconfirmed 

Soon after, Leras daughter 
Marissa said on GMA TV that she. 
had received reports from res- 
cuers that they had heard sounds 
of knocking. 

"There is knocking, there is 
knocking,” Marissa said in near 
tears. “The numbers I was given 
were big," referring to rumors 
Swirling around town of survivors 
having been found. 

"The report of possible signs of 
ife sparked a wave of rumors. 

At one point, GMA News re- 
ported that "50 survivors" had 
been found but there was no offi- 
cial confirmation. 

Local Government Undersec- 
retary Marius Corpus said he had 
also received information that an 
ludspecified number of people 
had been "rescued." 

But a US military spokesperson 
said last night that US Marines 
searching at the site had not 
found any survivors so far, dis- 
missing repors that they had 
found 50 survivors. 

Capt. Burrell Parmer said he 
Бай spoken to the commander of 
US forces digging at the site of the 
buried schoo! 

"hey have yet to receive any 
sword on any type of survivors,” 
Parmer said. "| asked for 
specifics, and 1 asked had they re- 
ceived or found any type of sur- 
vivors, and the answer was no.” 

“Instead of survivors, rescue 
workers pulled out 13 bodies 
from the mounds of mud yester- 
day, officials said. 

In a 9:30 press briefing last 
night, Lerias corrected reports 
about survivors having been actu 
ally pulled out from the depths. 

“We are still very hopeful that 
we would be able to rescue sur- 
vivors and to correct whatever 
(was reported) in the excitement 
of hearing some good news, con 
sidering people are tired," she said. 

The trapped schoolchildren 
and teachers were among an esti- 
mated 1,800 to 2,000 people be- 
Tieved to be in the village when it 
was blanketed by an avalanche of 
mud, rocks and boulders last Fri- 
day. Most of the villagers were 
feared dead. 


‘Praise God’ 

"Fist we heard seraches (ast 
Sunday). Now ls rhythmic tapping 
IF cannot be just a rat making those 
sounds, a visibly elated Leas said. 
"is enough that we heard a sound 
oie Halu! Praise God" 

The bits of encouraging news 
prompted the governor to send 
more power generators for light- 


‘The place is a “hazard,” sai 
Carla Dimalanta, an associate 
professor at UP National Institute 
of Geological Sciences. 

First, the volcanic rocks or "py- 
roclastic materials," present in 
the mountainous slopes were not 
“consolidated,” meaning, they 
were not hard enough, she said. 

“Theyre slightly loose, so when 
they get saturated with water, they 
become unstable. Its easy for the 


pe 


rocks to slide,” Dimalanta said at a 
press conference called by Philip- 
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services Admin- 
istration (Pagasa) yesterday. 
Rocks like soil 

“These are igneous rocks—hard. 
rocks. But since they are bisected 
by the fault zone, they're like зой 
all broken up,” she continued. 

Second, as а result of weather- 


ing, the rocks formed a thick soil 
‘cover, she said. 

There is also evidence of hy- 
drothermal | alterations made. 
when water runs through a sub- 
stance—converting some of the 
rocks to clay minerals. 

"Clay minerals àre soft. When 
they get wet, they become more 
unstable,” she added. 

“Third, La Niña came, softening the 
soll cover which had already been 


JUNGLE WARFARE, or so the humanitarian mission of the US Marines would appear as they go through а 


hanging bridge on their way to the elementary school that vanished under the earth. 


ing at the dig site so the various 
rescue teams could work in shifts 
overnight. 

It marked the first time since 
the tragedy that two separare res- 
cue teams reported hearing 
movement and gave different de- 
scriptions of what they picked up. 
from the muddy depths. 

‘Some 10 to 30 feet of mud was 
estimated to have covered the vil- 
lage. 

Gen. Bonifacio Ramos, overall 
commander of search and rescue, 
said his men were elated when 
equipment detected "signs of life” 
underneath. 

“We were really happy when the 
readings of the equipment showed 
that there were signs of life under- 
neath,” he told the hun 


Foreigners focus on school 
‘Among these signs included 
mocking and scratching” be- 

neath the piles of mud, he said. 

Ramos said rescuers, including 
foreign expers from the United 
States, Malaysia, Spain and Tai- 
wan, were focusing their efforts 
on the school 

‘Ramos said their operations 
were hampered by boulders and 
loose sand 

"he pupils and teachers of 
Guinsaugon Elementary School 
were celebrating "Women's Day” 
When tons of mud and rocks tum- 
Bled down the mountain and 
wiped Guinsaugon off the map. 

AS of 11:30 p.m. yesterday. а 
total of 85 bodies had been recov- 
гей while about 900 people re- 
mained missing. 

Some 21 survivors remained 
confined at a district hospital in 
Anahawan town. 

"The search for survivors had 
centered on the school following 
fepors that some of those 
trapped underneath had sent сей 
phone text messages to relatives 
soon after the disaster Friday. 

However, no survivors have 
been pulled out from the 40- 
hectare morass that used to be 
Guinssugon. 


Something down there 

"We know there's something 
down there,” US Marine Lt. 
Richard Neikirk said earlier yes- 
terday, pointing to a spot under a 


big boulder, where seismic sen- 
sors detected sounds. 

"The farther down we went, 
the signals grew stronger” 

А Malaysian team using sound- 
detection gear picked up noises, t00. 

"We have a sound,” said Sahar 
Yunos of the Malaysian rescue 
team, "Knocking, something like 
that.” 

‘A rescue dog also stopped 
three times at one spot away from 
where rescue workers were dig- 
sing. 


Meter by meter 

At times in heavy rains, rescue 
workers were digging at two 
places—one that was believed to 
be the original site of the school, 
close to the mountain that 
lapsed, the other 200 meters 
down the hill, where the land- 
slide could have carried it. 

Dozens of US Marines and 
Philippine soldiers, along with 


suum sueta 


miners, were digging in a watery 
spot, using shovels on the muck 
and moving it with body bags, 
while draining the murky fluid 
with large water bottles. 

‘The search was a painstaking 
process as the crews went meter 
by meter. 


Sensors detect ‘noise’ 

‘The US Marines deployed nine 
seismic sensors that can detect vi- 
brations underground. With ev- 
eryone standing still, one man 
then used a steel bar to hit on a 
rock several times and waited for 
any kind of response under 
ground. 

Four sensors detected some 
“noise” or vibration, but the men 
could not tell what it was. 

They were followed by the 15- 
man Malaysian team using sensor 
gear called Delsar and employing 
similar techniques. 

Five Taiwanese, who brought 


rendered unstable by the fault ine 
and the previous rainfall, she said. 
“We recognized the hazards 
and risks" and the area was later 
included in the geo-hazard map 
drafted by several government 
agencies, she said. 


Wrong ingredients 

Ви no one could have foreseen 
the landslide chat buried so many 
people, erasing an entire barangay 


knocking 


heat-imaging equipment, а 
to check for signs of life, too. 

Rescuers were radioing for wa- 
ter pumps and floodlights to con- 
tinue working through the night. 

Search dogs waded through 
the mud as troops and volun- 
teers dug with shovels, No one 
has been pulled alive from the 
nine-square-kilometer morass 
since the first hours of the 
tragedy. 

National disaster officials in 
Manila said the number of miss- 
ing was 1,350, including 246 
schoolchildren. 

There was no immediate ex- 
planation for the discrepancy in 
the numbers given in Manila and 
by officials here. 

Officials in Manila said 434 
people survived the disaster. 

Hopes of finding more people 
alive had seemed remote because 
the village was inundated by a 
dense wall of mud and rock, mak- 
ing it unlikely that many air pock- 
‘ets would form beneath the sod- 
den surface. 

On Sunday at the Vatican, Pope 
Benedict prayed for the landslide 
victims. 


Pope's prayers 

"Qur hears tum to all those 
suffering the devastating conse- 
quences of the landslide in the 
Philippines. 1 ask you to join me 
in praying for the victims, their 
loved ones and all those affect- 
ed the Pope told a large crowd 
gathered in St. Peter's Square to 
Rear his weekly Angelus blessing. 

"May the grieving families ex- 
perience the consolation of the 
Lord's presence and rescue work- 
ers be assured of our concern and 
Support he said. With reports 
from Christine О. Avendaño, 
Norman Bordadora and Nikko 
Dizon 


from the map, Dimalanta said. 
"Nobody could predic some- 
thing like this,” she said. "NI the 
wrong ingredients were put овой. 
er which is why you have this dis- 
aste. We recognized the features, 
but not to the extent that we could 
say there's going to be a landslide.” 
Tor instance, "we were not 
aware that there was going to be 
La Niña this year, as well as other 
parameters,” Dimalanta said. 


Miriam 
urges 
probe 


SEN. MIRIAM DEFENSOR- 
‘Santiago, in a resolution, 
urged the Senate to inquire 
into the causes of deforesta- 
tion in the province, adding. 
that some experts had at- 
tributed the tragedy to illegal 
logging and the "devastating 
effects of the kaingin system.” 

Experts have said they be- 
lieved the landslide was 
caused by heavy rainfall on a 
geologically hazardous area. 

"The Coast Guard called on 
those who want to donate 
goods to landslide victims but 
Фо not know how to transport. 
them to the province to bring. 
them to the agency's Manila 
headquarters. 

"The POG commandant, Vice 
Adm. Arthur Gosingan, has 
designated the BRP Romblon 
asthe carrier for donations. 

"The first to heed the appeal 
were the students of the Asian 
‘Academy of Business and 
Computers, a newly opened 
school in Cubao, Quezon City. 

The students. brought 
boxes and plastic bags filled 
with canned goods, clothes 
and stuffed toys. 

Police officals pitched in 
one days worth of their 
salary for the rescue efforts. 

Director General Arum 
Lomibao led senior officials in 
donating cash even as he or 
dered the Region 8 Police to 
make available its resources 
and people to the rescue mis- 
sion. With reports from Luige 
del Puerto, Philip C. Tubeza 
and Leila B. Salaverria 


From pageAl 
seeing them off yesterday. 

‘Accompanying the dogs—and also 
the subject of the Presidents warm 
sendoff—were three Spanish rescuers 
and a doctor, as well as three rescue 
teams from the Philippine Air Force 
presidential wing. 

‘They will beef up efforts to find sur- 
vivors in landslide-ravaged Barangay 
Guinsaugon in St. Bernard, Southern 
Leyte 

“Thank you for sending us the КО 
dogs and experts. Spain is the latest of 
зо many countries to help," Ms Arroyo 
said at the PAF operations base at the 
Villamor Air Base in Pasay City. 


More to come 
With Spanish Ambassador Ignacio 
Sagaz and Lt. Gen. Jose Reyes, the PAF 
commanding general, flanking her, Ms 
‘Arroyo enumerated the countries that 
sent or pledged assis- 
ia, the United States, 
Singapore, the People’s Republic of Chi- 
na and Taiwan. 
"Wed like to thank everybody for the 
outpouring of support,” she said. 
‘The Spanish rescue team arrived at 


GMA sends off Spanish rescue team, dogs to Leyte 


around 7 a.m. at the Ninoy Aquino In- 
temational Airport aboard а KLM Air- 
lines flight 

"Two more Spanish rescuers and two 
more К9з are expected to arrive today said 
‘Adelio Cruz, executive director for protocol 
‘of the Department of Foreign Affairs. 

‘The President spent about half an 
hour at Villamor inspecting the relief 
goods, supplies and equipment from 
various donors and watching as these 
were loaded on a C-130 plane. 


150 Air Force soldiers 

She also chatted with the PAF sol 
diers, conversed with Sagaz in Spanish, 
and patted a golden retriever, one of the 
three K-9s from Spain. 

Also present at the sendoff were For- 
eign Secretary Alberto Romulo and Ms 
‘Arroyo's chief of staff, Michael Defen- 
sor. 

ш. Col Restituto Padilla, PAF 
spokesperson, said that as of yesterday, 
some 150 Air Force soldiers from the 
505th Search and Rescue Group in Mac- 
tan Air Base and the PAF auxiliary units 
had been dispatched to Guinsaugon to 
take pan in the search-and-rescue oper- 
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VIP RECEPTION for the canines from Spain with 
no less than President Arroyo seing them off at 
the Villamor Air Base bound to do duty at the 


 mudslides site. nios 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2006 


MORE INT'L AID COMING 


US to divert 5,000 GIs to Leyte 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan, 
]hunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 

and Nikko Dizon 


AS MANY AS 3,000 AMERICAN 
troops, or more than half of the 
United States contingent in the 
joint Balikatan military exercises 
in Sulu, would be diverted to St. 
Bernard, Leyte to help in landslide 
search and rescue operations. 

"The rest of the 5,500-person 
US contingent would continue 
with anti-terrorism exercises and 
civic missions in Sulu, Cebu and 
parts of Luzon where the exercis- 
es would be held, Brig. Gen. 
Mastin Robeson, exercise direc- 
tor for the US military said during 
the opening ceremonies in Camp 
Aguinaldo yesterday. 

“We diverted at least 2,500 to 
3,000 of our airmen, sailors and 
soldiers to Southern Leyte to as- 
sist in search and rescue opera- 
tions,” Robeson told reporters. 

He said their troops would be 
working with the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines Central Command 
under Le. Cen Samuel Bagasin in 
the search and rescue operations. 

Thousands of Philippine sol- 
der are at the disaster site since 
ıa massive landslide hit the baran- 
gay Friday morning, burying 
about 2,000 residents including 
about 240 school children. 

US officials said the scheduled Ba- 
katan exercises in Sulu and else- 
wherein he country would go on. 

“Nothing is going to be taken 
away from that operation by de- 
ploying some of our assets to the 
‘operation in Southern] Leyte. We 
can do both together” US Chargé 
d'affaires Paul Jones said. 


Win-win situation 
“We can do it simultaneously 
.. [think its a win-win situation. 
Were still working together 
shoulder to shoulder. Мете not 
skipping a beat, said Robeson. 

He said 200 US Marines were 
at the disaster site as of yesterday 
moming. He added they could 
deploy as many as 500 at the dis- 
aster site. 

"The rest of the diverted troops 
would man three battle ships that 
would be used to ferry relief sup- 
ples, he said. 

‘Ar the ceremonial opening ofthe 
2006 Balikatan, the 22nd large- 
scale joint war exercises between 
the Philippines and the United 
States, offidals from both sides 
зай the exercises have in recent 
years included medical and engi- 
neering missions by US troops. 

AFP chief of staff, Gen. Gen- 
eroso Senga, said civic missions 
which partly address poverty "are 


partofthe war on terrorism.” 

“Tm happy to note that focus of 
the Balikatan has shifted to the 
tragedy we are facing now in 
Southern Leyte," he said, 

Rescue operations have been 
focused on an elementary school 
building where some 206 children 
and 40 teachers were believed to 
have been entombed, and a vil- 
lage hall, where a meeting was be- 
ing held when the landslide hit. 
(See story on Page A1.) 


Us Marines diverted 

US Marines from amphibious 
ships USS Essex and USS Harp- 
ers Ferry had just docked Friday 
at Subic Bay when they received 
urgent orders to turn around and 
head for Southern Leyte. 

"Our main activity has been 
searching for survivors on the 
site," said Col. James Vohr, com- 
mander of a US Marine expedi- 
tionary unit service support 
group that arrived in St. Bernard 
on Sunday. 

“We're going to supply support 
to both the site and the evacua- 
tion centers," Vohr said. 

‘One platoon with shovels and 
body bags trekked yesterday to- 
ward the presumed site of the vil- 
lage school, which had become 
the focus of the search. 

The rest of the 225-member US 
Marine team was setting up a wa- 
ter purification system on the 
site, Vohr said. 

Fifteen giant helicopters from 
the Essex flew to the site with 
supplies from Tacloban City to 
thenorth. 


Change of mood 

In Cebu City, 60 American and 
Filipino military officers have 
shifted their joint Balikatan exer- 
ises into directing the search and 
fescue operations in St. Bernard 

‘Lt. Col. Jefferson Omandam, 
Armed Forces Central Command 
Spokesperson who participated in 
the activity said the five-day ex- 
ercises started yesterday at the 
Cebu City Marion Horel 

Bat instead of Combined Task 
Force Staff Exercises, he added, 
the group focused on planning 
the search operation for about 
900 residents of Barangay Guin- 
saugon, St. Bernard, who were 
sured under mud and rocks. 

"We have already shifted and- 
changed our mode of activity We 
fre now turning imo a command 
post exercise and acting as a com- 
bined task force to address the 
Leye tragedy” Omandam said 
yesterday 


Experts from Taiwan 
Aside from the US troops, oth- 
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IRAQ WAS NEVER LIKE THIS: US Marine LCpl Ray Hayes attached 
to the 31st MEU from Okinawa helps pull fellow Marines up a 
mud-caked boulder during rescue and reconstruction efforts in 


Guinsaugon. 


ex countries are taking part in the 
search and rescue operation. 

"Among them is a 30-strong Tai- 
wanese specialist team who wad 
ed through mud and debris to пу 
to locate the school where some 
200 pupils and 40 teachers were 
buried under tons of mud and 
rock. 

Joseph Chang, a foreign min 
istry oficial coordinating the Tai- 
wanese effort, said yesterday 
they were trying to locate the 
school 

"Local rescue teams have man- 
aged to pinpoint where the 
school once stood but they may 
be focusing on the wrong area,” 
Chang said. "In a landslide, the 
crush of mud and boulders would 
have pushed the building away. 
Rescuers had looked at maps to 
find where the building once 
stood but it may no longer be on 
that spot.” 

His team has sonar and video 
equipment and will comb an area 
below where the school once 
probably stood. 

“We will ту to do our best to 
look for bodies and possible sur- 
vivors. We have had a lot of expe 
rience in this som of thing, 
Chang said. 

Some 70 Malaysian medics 
were also at Barangay Guin- 
saugon looking after survivors. 


Help from China, Japan 

‘The Peoples Republic of China 
yesterday turned over to ће De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
а $250,000- (P29 milion) 
Check as part of йз $1-million 


(P51.9 million) donation for the 
landslide victims in Southem 
Leyte. 

‘Duque told reporters that sev- 
eral other countries made 
“pledges and commitments" of fi- 
nancial help but they are still 
waiting for the Philippine govern- 
ment to furnish them a “needs list 
from the affected areas.” 

"They want to know the actual 
needs of the affected areas and 
the NDCC has an assessment 
team to determine these actual 
needs,” Duque said in an inter- 
view atthe DFA. 

Aside from the $250,000 
check, the Chinese government 
also pledged $750,000 (P38.9 
million) worth of material goods 
for the landslide victims. 

The Japanese Embassy said on 
Sunday thar is government 
would provide relief items 
amounting to Y25 million (P10.9 
million) for the landslide victims. 

The relief items include tents, 
sleeping mattresses, blankets, 
generators, cable codes, water 
tank, water purification units, 
plastic canteens and plastic rolls. 


Australia, S. Korea, Canada 

Australis would send a small 
team of engineers to the Philip- 
pines to assist with damage as- 
‘sessment and reconstruction ef- 
fons following a massive mud- 
slide, Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer said yesterday. 

Canberra pledged to send a 
five-member engineering team 
and А$1 million dollars (P38.4 
million) in aid. 


AFTER 
PRAYERS for 
the dead! 
missing, Catholic 
nuns on Ground 
Zero take 
photographs of 
Sach other with 
the Kan-Abag 
mountain ia the 


— А 


By Volt Contreras 


ST. BERNARD, SOUTHERN 
Leyte—Aside from prayers and 
sheer will power, high-tech 
gadgets capable of hearing 
heartbeats from someone 
trapped deep in the ground 
may be this town's best hope of 
finding survivors in a village 
swamped by a landslide. 

‘The catastrophe that struck 
Barangay Guinsaugon saw the 
use of cutting-edge "life-detec- 
tors" relying on sonar, video, or 
audio amplifiers to catch the 
slightest movement and im- 
ages beneath layers of soil, 
rock, or concrete. 

They were mainly brought 
| by two foreign rescue teams, 

from Taiwan and Malaysia, 
who are all veterans of interna- 
tional emergency situations, 
including the December 2004 
Indian Ocean tsunami, 

The 33man Taiwanese 
team brought sonar and video 
detectors. 


Picking up heartbeats 

The frst type is a box-like 
device placed on the ground 
Surface and wired with ear- 
pieces through which a rescuer 
fan listen, said Joseph Chang, 
а Taiwanese foreign liaison of 
бот 

This type of sonar equip- 
ment can pickup the sound of 
breathing or heartbeats" fom 
up to 20 meters below the sur- 
face, Chang sid 

Another variation of the de- 
vice can sense body heat, he 
explained. 


What the eye can't see 

The video detector is made 
up of a той or probe about 
three meters long. which is ft- 
ted with a video screen at one 
end and an adjustable lens at 
The other 

The tip with the lens is in- 
sented through holes or narrow 
openings "to look into where 
the eye cannot reach” and the 


Hi-tech ‘life detectors’ 
St. Bernard's best hope 


captured image registers on 
the video screen, Chang said. 

The Malaysians brought a 
set of Delsar "trapped person. 
locator; a more elaborate con- 
traption that employs wires 
and sensors pegged on the sur- 
face being searched. 


Pegged into ground 

It was through a Delsar sys- 
tem that а Philippine rescue 
team on Sunday heard 
“scratching” sounds from be- 
neath the spot assumed to be 
where an elementary school 
holding more than 200 pupils 
and teachers was buried 

‘The Delsar is mainly made 
up ofa long cord fixed with 
Sensors every 10 meters. The 
sensors are then “pegged” into 
the ground. Earphone attach- 
ments allow at least two рег. 
fons to listen in at the same 
time 

The six-sensor unit brought 
by the Malaysians can cover 
ground with a radius of 50 me- 
ters, said Mohammad Yaacob 
Yussof of the Special Malaysia 
Disaster Assistance Team 
(Smart). 


Beehive of activity 

As of yesterday, the rescue 
staging area some 2 km from 
the disaster site was a frenzy of 
multinational activity: 

American troops diverted 
from the RP-US Balikatan exer- 
cises numbered 148, pitching 
Several tents and brandishing 
the most modem communica- 
tions gadgets, vehicles and 
other equipment 

A siman K9 team from 
spain also arrived, with two 
search dogs. 

On the Filipino side, there 
were 598 rescuers from the 
military and police and 455 
from civilian volunteer groups. 

"The total number of rescuer 
workers stood on Sunday at 
1271—ar exceeding the 928 
villagers officially reported as 
missing. 


South Korea would send $1 
million (P51.9 million) in cash 
and relief supplies, including 
food, medicine and blankets, its 
Foreign Ministry said in a state- 
ment yesterday. 

Canada said it was preparing 
tosend help while the Greek gov- 
emment offered more than 
$350,000 (P18.1 million) in aid. 


New Zealand, Singapore 
New Zealand said yesterday it 
would provide NZ$200,000 dol- 


lars (P6.9 million) to help with 
rescue and recovery efforts in 
Southern Leyte. 

Singapore said yesterday it 
was sending humanitarian relief 
supplies for survivors of last 
week's massive landslide in the 
southern Philippines. 

The Singapore Red Cross 
would also donate $$100,000 
(P3.1 million) to the Philippine 
National Red Cross for the relief 
effort, it said, With reports from 


Las Vegas car salesman wages desperate search for missing kin 


GUINSAUGON, SOUTHERN 
Leye—His chubby frame hal 
buried in the thick mud, Las Vegas 
car salesman Norman Barrister is 
waging a desperate personal 
search for 10 members of his fami- 
ly buried alive by a landslide. 
ter sneaking past Army res- 
cue personnel before dawn yes- 
terday the 35-year-old fil. 
ipino-American navigated by 
memory through a sea of mud 
and rocks that cascaded down the 
slopes of Mount Kan-abag last 
Friday and buried his childhood 
home in Guinsaugon village. 
"This is the same mountain 
slope that once provided his fami- 
ly members with their liveli- 
hood—his grandfather tended а 
coffee plantation there. 
Now, irs just a heap of mud. 
Barres, bom in Guinsaugon, 
Jef the vllage in 1991 for the Unit- 
ed States with his American father 
and Filipina mother They lek be- 
hind his half-brother and members 
ofthe extended family hoping they 


could one day join them in America. 

Tears streamed down his 
mud-caked face as he alternately 
used his hands and a shovel to 
dig. Barrister said he still hopes 
his relatives are alive three days 
after the tragedy. 

Seventy-two bodies have so far 
been recovered and over 1,000 
more are believed buried after 
the village on the central island of 
Leyte was wiped off the map. 


Text from brother 

Barrister jumped on the first 
flight from Las Vegas shortly after 
hearing of the tragedy. He arrived 
Sunday. 

"My beloved grandfather, 
mother, my brother, aunt, cousins 
and their children are in there. 
We cannot lose hope,” he told a 
passing rescue team, begging 
them for assistance. 

Barrister said he knows his 
brother was still alive some seven 
hours after the tragedy Friday be- 
cause of a mobile phone message 


he sent to his girlfriend. 

“That was the last we heard from 
my brother” he said, adding that 
surviving relatives told him the en- 
tire family was having snacks when 
the tragedy happened. 


“One dog, please’ 

“My aunt isa member of a local 
women's charitable institution 
and there was some sort of gath- 
tring here,” he said, pointing toa 
huge boulder where he believes 
the family compound once stood. 

Aan sure some of the houses 
are here, 1 just need one dog 
Please" he appealed to a passing 
anine rescue team headed in the 
Opposite direction. "That area 
there is a valley, there are mo 
houses there, believe me please." 

AS a teenager in Guinsaugon, 
Barrister played with his friends 
оп the mountain famed for is 
Sweet spring water 

"Whenever it rained, deep gul- 

would form at the top ofthe 
mountain creating small water- 


falls and landslides, he recalled. 
Not the mountain he knew 


"But that was а normal thing. 1 
never thought that one day this 
mountain would swallow my rela- 
tives,” he said, directing the res- 
cuers to an area where he believes 
the primary school is located. 

More than 200 children and 40 
teachers were inside at the time. 

Rain began falling again yester- 
дау, loosening the зой and creating 
small streams of water. Rescuers 
sank to their knees occasionally, 
struggling under loads of supplies. 

"The area is constantly shifting 
and every day the landscape 
Changes; said one of the Red 
Cross team leaders, Hector Reyes. 

He urged Barrister to calm 
down, telling him help is already 
at the site. But the rescue effort is 
painfully slow. 

“The area is just buried so deep in 
the mud, its very dificult to navigate 
and to put markers once you identify 
asmucture,” Reyes sid. AFP 


Taipans pledge new school 


By Volt Contreras. 


ST BERNARD, SOUTHERN 
Leyte—As rescuers pressed 
their search for Ше in an ele- 
mentary school entombed by а 
landslide, a group of wealthy 
Chinese-ilipino businessmen 
pledged to build a new campus 
for survivors. 


Personal delivery of aid 

Officials of the Federation of 
Filipino-Chinese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, in- 
ding tobacco tycoon Lucio 
Тап, flew into personally deliv- 
er aid for residents of Barangay 
Guinsaugon. 

“We just have to be prepared 
for the next calamity,” said Tan, 
РРССО chair emeritus and а 
media-shy taipan, 

FCCC president Francis 


Chua said the group would be 
donating five school buildings 
worth P2 million. 


5-building campus 

At rwo classrooms per build- 
ing, afive-bullding campus can 
be built in just over three 
weeks. FFCCCI has donated 
Some 7,000 classrooms nation- 
wide over the last 30 years; 
Chua said in an interview, 

"The group will also release 
cash assistance worth P1,000 
for each of the 410 identified 
survivors, he added. 

Gow Rosette Lerias told the 
pany the buried school was 
tne of the two “priority areas" 
of the ongoing search, the oth- 
er being the barangay hall. 

"We will continue until such 
time we can find somebody 
alive," she said. 


THE PALACE 
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them and found the President seated at 
fis desk, with an aide holding a white 
bulletproof vest. Bongbong, his son, who 
‘was wearing a camouflage uniform, or- 
бегей the other security officers to un- 
cock their firearms. They hurriedly lef 
the study to locate the area where the 
bomb had fallen. 

"1 was alone with the President briefly: 
His aide was ordered to gather the rest of 
the family and lead them down the stair- 
ray to the ground floor. 


Like a statue 

"The President was too calm for com- 
fort In fact, he looked like a statue, unre- 
al in the midst of the confusion around 
him. I sat on one of the chairs that was 
positioned directly in front of him, and 
"we stared at each other. 

"Finally said, my voice as hysterical as 
the beating of my heart: Air President, 
the Palace has just been bombed! Are you 
not going to defend yourself? This is the 
seat of power, and an attack has been 
Jaunched against it. W you fight back? 

“I was near panic, and it showed in the 
manner spoke to him. 

“Very calmly he answered me: ‘Ria, itis 
easy for you to say 1 should fight back. I 
know how you feel. 1f your neighbor В yel- 
Jow [the campaign color ofthe political op- 
position against Marcos], you can simply 
walk the other side of the street and ignore 
him, or build a wall so you wont see him at 
all. But, those people in [Camps] Crame 
and Aguinaldo, even if they are fighting me, 
are still my people. 1 am President even of 
those who have become yellow? 

“His reply was unbelievable, 

“But for the moment, I kept my silence 
and thought to myself how often I had 
seen this man in moments of crisis, and 
how confidently he had handled them in 
the past. Always, there was something 
up his sleeve, a reserved ace, something 
at the back of his mind that we knew 
nothing of, and he would spring this sur- 
prise to avert the crisis. 

“Perhaps now, especially now, there 
was something else behind him, some 
thing I knew nothing of. And hopefully, 
atthe right time, he shall bring this out to 
straighten things. 

"We waited in uncomfortable silence. 


Made in the USA 

“Bongbong returned with some met 
fragments, and, along with the military 
officers gathered in the room with his fa- 
fer, identified the bomb as neither is- 
sued nor used by the Philippine military. 
Ttwas marked Made in the United States 
‘of America.” 

“Prom the Presidents study, we descend- 


[THE MILITARY 
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planted there. He made the Palace safe for 
the new President, Mrs. Corazon Aquino. 

He was looking forward to some form 
of recognition from the new government. 
"That it never came was a heartache that 
he bore until his last days. 

“Let me start my Edsa story by defining 
ойг family’s alliances before that event. 


all breed loyalists’ 

The Manalo family may be classified as 
"hal£breed" Loyalist in relation to what 
Sranspired at Edsa. My father, known as 
‘Bobby to his friends and fellow officers, 
iwas known to be a very close friend and 
‘confidant of Gen. Fabian Ver, the Armed 
Forces chief of staff. Ver was the main 
sponsor at the silver wedding anniversary 
оѓ my parents in January 1983. It was Ver 
"who promoted my father to chief ord- 
nance of the Camp Aguinaldo headquar- 
ters and for a time as concurrent chief of 
the AFP's Research & Development Center 


Chief ordnance 

Аз chief ordnance, my father was re- 
sponsible for the quality control, pro- 
urement, monitoring and approval for 
release of all military weapons, ammuni- 
Моп and supplies. 

My mother, Оза "Osie" Cerdena-Mana- 
do, who died in May 1985, was a business- 
woman who ran a restaurant and catering 
‘service in Camp Crame. At the time, my 
mothers company was the official caterer 
‘of Camp Crame and unofficial eaterer of 
Camp Aguinaldo. She was a three-term 
president of the Philippine Constabulary 
Officers Women's Club, the association of 
PC officers wives. She was also adviser to 
the GHQ Officers Women's Club, the orga- 
nization headed by Mrs. Aida Ver. 

My mother was a very close friend and 
confidant of Ms Amelita "Ming" Ramos, 
the wife of Vice Chief of Staff Fidel М 
Ramos. Ming Ramos also stood as a main 
‘sponsor to my parents at their silver wed- 
ging anniversary. 

[Jie is why Lol ош family al 
breed” Loyalist. Sometimes 1 think that 


Rebels bomb Malacafiang; ‘Marcos stoic’ 


WHEN THE 
WORLD WAS 
YOUNG, the 
Marcoses were 
younger and 
lovelier royals at 
the Palace. 


ed to the ground floor rooms used for stor- 
ing the glasses and chinaware for state 
functions. The cabinets were covered with 
white sheets; a desk was set in the center, 
with a small sofa directly fronting it. 

"The President asked for a phone to be 
installed. Imelda busied herself with her 
grandchildren and the rest of the family. 
She moved about quite nervously, carrying 
large cushions from the wrought-iron gar- 
den chairs and lining them on the floor. 

"Some officers were on another phone, 
repeating the directional course of another 
helicopter that was approaching the Palace. 

"Were we expecting more bombs to 
fall? 

"More soldiers came in and passed blue 
ribbons to the other military men in the 
Palace. They tied the ribbons to the barrel 
ends of their rifles—a counter-sign, they 
said, against hostile forces that were 
wearing the same uniforms. 

"Iwas given a ribbon in the rush of dis- 
tribution. 1 tied i to my ponytail, and 
while doing so, suddenly wondered what 
Twould possibly look like in case my body 
‘was split into fragments by a bomb. 

"How would they identify my body 
parts? 

ID cards 

“I took my wallet from the hip pocket of 
my jeans and brought out all the identifica- 
tion cards i had: My media card, drivers li- 
cense, Malacafiang gate pass, San Beda 
College of Law student ID, and calling card. 
T put one in each of the pockets of my shirt 
and jeans. 

"lt was insane! 

"The Palace butlers were distrib 
McDonald's hamburgers ín white p 
containers. Iwas not hungry. 

"There was a phone in the kitchen, and 1 
called my home. As calmly as 1 could, I told 


tic 


my children that the Palace bad just been 
bombed and that we were taking shelter on. 
the ground floor because there could be 
more attacks. [told them that I was staying 
dose to the First Family, and that they 
should not worry about me because I did 
not intend to die. And that should we es- 
саре from here to wherever, 1 
shall contact them immediately. 
And that they too, must secure. 
themselves if they do not hear 
from mein the next few hours. 

"They asked about the Pres- 
ident. 1 said he was fine, and 
зо was everyone else. Г also 
asked them to pray and not to 
stop praying until they hear 
from me again. 

“Imelda kept on asking for 
me. She sent her aide to fetch 
me from the kitchen phone. 
But when 


“We walked back and forth in silence, and 
then she rerumed to the next room where 
her grandchildren were huddled together 


Stoic and immobile 

“1 found myself once again alone with 
the President. He was seated in front of 
the desk, bare except for the telephone 
and a small brown paper bag. 

“Isat on the small sofa across from his 
desk and put my feet up in a lotus posi- 
tion. My knees were shaking, and that 
was the only way I could keep my whole 
body from shaking, too. 

"searched his face for any sign of strain 
ог amery, and there was absolutely noth- 
ing I could read. He was stoic, almost im- 
mobile, exactly as he looked upstairs in his 
study when the bomb dropped. 

“1 could hear the President's aide in 
the distance, coordinating with someone 


CONFIDANT TO GEN. FABIAN VER (right), Col. Carlos B. Manalo, chief ordnance 
‘and bomb disposal expert, never signed the document that would release ammo for. 


the howitzer cannons. 


this must be the reason why my father 
was never promoted to brigadier gener- 
al. Despite these odd alliances, I am very 
proud of my parents because they did an 
excellent balancing act to maintain neu- 
trality and strong relationships between. 
two factions during that "either-you're- 
with-us-or-against-us" situation. 


Day |, Feb. 22, 1986 

Feb. 22 was a day of grief for us and 
our relatives. It was the day we buried 
‘my brother David who died on Feb. 19. It 
Was the third death in our family since 
September 1984. 

While at the funeral, we heard the news 
about the press conference ot Camp 
Aguinaldo ofthe Enrle Ramos breakaway 
group. We ай rushed home to watch it. Му 
Tate, jux Ike an officer in command of 
Tis company, gave orders to everyone. 

“Napoleon, Alexander (my other broth- 
er) tell the drivers to bring their families to 
our house. Таке one car and buy food, 
‘medicine and whatever else may be need- 


ей for the next two weeks. This is not a jok- 
ing matter this could mean war” 

My fathers three drivers cum body- 
guards who were PC enlisted men left im- 
mediately to fetch their families. My broth 
erand I went *panic-buying” for supplies. 

‘As soon as we returned to our house in 
Kamias, Quezon City, my father called 
for a family meeting that included the 
household help, the drivers and their 
families, 1 can still recall the worried 
tone in his voice which he tried his best 
to hide by speaking with authority. 

He said: “What is happening now 
could last for some time. Гат known in 
Kamias to be a protégé of Ver. 1 won't be. 
surprised if some of our neighbors will 
tuy to spy on us. So И would be best if we 
watched their movements. Don't Jet in 
anyone we domt know [The 
drivers/bodyguards will] take turns in 

the house, and let the dogs 


"There were around 15 to 20 people in 
our house. I asked myself, is this for real? 


on the phone. Another officer was seated 
оп the floor close to the wall facing an 
open patio, looking at the sky. He was 
making motions indicating that another 
aircraft was approaching. 

"looked back at the President. He has 
not moved or said a word. 

“Suddenly, it dawned on 
me. Marcos was hurting; a 
part of him had been severed 
and he was bleeding. 

"He could not shoot at De- 
dense Minister Juan Ponce En- 
rile and Armed Forces Vice 
Chief of Staff Fidel Ramos be- 
‘cause they were that par of him 
that was tearing away from his 
body. He could nox hurt them 
without hurting himself, he 
could not kil them without 
Kilinga part of inse 

"My hair was on edge and 
my whole being seemed im 

mersed in that moment. 

“He sat there in front of me in complete 
agony His face was almost translucent, al- 
most radiant with exreme suffering. He 
was paralyzed beyond belief, ransfigured 
in pure pain, and it poured out of him inan 
aura so strong I could almost touch t. 

"And there was nothing up his sleeve, 
mo ace reserved, no hidden plan, no 
strategy kept for use in a moment as stu- 
pefying as this 


Advance team 
"Nothing was behind him now. Only 
the Pasig River flowed behind the Palace, 
lack with dirt and heady with stench. IF 
he crossed that river, I said to myself, that 

would be his end.” 
When Enrile and Ramos began their 
encampment on Edsa, rebel soldiers who 
had penetrated the Presidential Security 


Why the cannons did not fire at Edsa 


Ie gave us all a feeling of uncertainty and 
fear. Suddenly, the phone rang. It was 
from the office of General Ver, After 
speaking with Ver for about 20 minutes, 
ту father told me that an enlisted man 
would be coming early the next day to 
have him sign the release order for am- 
munition for the howitzer cannons. 

Tasked my father, "Daddy, are you go- 
ing to sign? What is going to happen?" 

Не said: “1 have to, otherwise 1 wil be 
charged with insubordination. And worse, 
a tator I really dont know what the situa- 
боп is. Fabian said the situation will be un- 
der control by tomorrow evening. They wil 
bomb Camp Aguinaldo if Enrile and Ramos 
do nor surrender by tomorrow aftemoon. If 
thar happens, many people will die.” 


Day 2, Feb. 23, 1986 

Ata lile past 3 in the moring, my sister 
Jojo woke me up to tell me that my father 
was having a hypertensive алас. jumped 
out of bed and called Colonel Manasan, the 
Surgeon General of the V Luna Miliary 
Hospital who Ives five houses away from 
тв. Unfortunately he was not around. 

My sister placed an ice bag on my fa- 
thers head and nape and gave him his 

aintenance medicine for his hyperten- 
sion. After a few minutes, he fell asleep. 

Вал, a military jeep arrived at our 
gate. It was the enlisted man that Ver had 
Sent with the release order for the am- 
munition. ОМ him to wait at the gate. 

Т went to my fathers room. He was 
asleep. I informed the enlisted man that 
my father was still sleep and needed to 
Test because he had a hypertensive at- 
tack early that morning. I suggested that 
he return in the afternoon. 

Не тешпей at about 1:30 pm. | told 
him to май while I checked with my father. 


Never called Ver 

My father said: "Tell him I'm still feel- 
ing dizzy 1 can’t get up because my blood 
pressure is high. Tell him to come back." 

1 asked him what time the soldier 
should return. 

My father answered: “I will just call 
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Command at the other side of the river 
were being captured and arrested on the 
Palace grounds. 

They had pretended to be part of the 
additional security for the inaugural 
rites. But since no such orders had been 
given for the specific composition of the 
nit, it was found out that the soldiers 
were the advance team of the rebel as- 
заш on the Palace. 

"They came from the 2nd Infantry Divi- 
sion based in Tanay, Rizal, less than 10 
kilometers from the Palace 

“Three battalions were expected, but two 
battalion commanders had backed out. 

"The rebels were escorted and guided 
by Capt. Ricardo “Dick” Morales, a senior. 
security officer of Imelda's who was, in 
fact, being groomed to be an alternate 
aide de camp. 

They were arrested and presented on 
TV to the public, with Marcos saying, 
among other things: 

“instead of wiping out this corner of 
Camp Aguinaldo with hostile fire—be- 
cause it can be easily wiped out with sim- 
ple artillery fire without any of our per- 
Sonnel being involved in the fighting 
would prefer to talk about how they shall 
be treated if they surrender. 

“Teall upon the minister of national 
defense and the vice chief of staff to stop 
this stupidity and surrender so that we 
may negotiate exactly what should be 
done with them and their men. 

"Т have nothing but sadness for those 
who participated in this conspiracy. We 
did not know they could reach this 
height of reason and rebellion. 

"1 hope that this sadness of mine will 
impress them with the fact that we have 
no intention to hurt them.” 


on the air 

It was bizarre how Marcos’ words and 
tone of voice were lacking anger or pan- 

Enrile had asked Eugenia D. Apostol 
to call Jaime Cardinal Sin and US Am- 
bassador Stephen Bosworth. 

‘The cardinal went on the air calling 
for people to support the rebels. Agapito 
“Butz” Aquino and several militant 
groups also called on the people to as- 
semble at Edsa. 

Enrile also went on the ait, appealing 
for "people protection," saying the rebels. 
were "going to be bombarded by the 
forces loyal to Marcos." 

‘The “bombardment” never happened. 
Not a single shot was fired at the rebel 
strongholds in Camps Crame and Aguinal- 
do during any of the days that the rebels 
and the people at Edsa held their ground, 

"The crowd at Esa was allowed to thick- 
en well into the following day a Sunday. 

(To be concluded) 


General Ver” (He never called Ver) 

‘After dinner, the phone rang. lt was 
Maj. Wyrio Ver, the third son of General 
Ver who had just been promoted as com- 
manding officer of the Presidential Secu- 
rity Command Light Armored Battalion. 
‘They spoke for more than an hour. 

‘After their talk, my father told me: “it 
looks like there will be fighting tomor- 
row because the crowd at Edsa is geting 
bigger. Fabian is insistent that I sign the 
release order for the ammunition for the. 
howitzers. Lam told that General Ver has 
said that after this is over, 1 will be pro- 
moted to brigadier general." 

1 asked what else they had talked 
about. 

“уйуго said that if the people attack. 
Malacafiang and the Presidential Securi- 
ty Command camp, they are ready for 
them. The people will not be able to get 
in because they have prepared tanks and 
booby traps. He also told me where these. 
booby traps are. 

“But you know, son, after this is over, 1 
want to retire. Fabian has extended my 
service for three years. That should be 
enough. I don't want to stay on. 1 cannot 
accept that because of my signature, 
many people will die. Tomorrow when 
the sergeant returns, wake me up." 

As he walked toward his bedroom, he 
turned to me and said, “Thank you for 
dealing with the sergeant.” 

(To be continued) 
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By June Navarro 


RED BULL MADE A CRUCIAL 
gamble and placed all its bets 
on the table hoping this one 
would turn out right. It paid off. 

James Penny proved to be the missing 
piece in Red Bulls championship puzzle after 
the Bulls clinched the San Mig Coffee PBA Fi- 
esta Conference crown over Purefoods Sun- 
day night. 

"ir was a big gamble because [former Red 
pull import] Quemont Greer is a great play- 
ex” said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao, who cap- 
tured his third coaching title with the Bulls, 
and fifth overall. 

ut James has great talent, one who 
makes the others look good. The pieces just 
fell into place." 

"The Bulis proved too cunning for the Gi- 
ants and grabbed е crown insi games, 4-2. 

Penny replaced Greer after the elimination 
round flowing the Bul defeat to Barangay 
Ginebra for the right to advance into the 
semifinals outright. 

fter winning the 2001 and 2002 Commis- 
signers Cup, the road to another champi 
nahi stn proved bumpy for the Bulls. They 
owed tothe Gin Kings inthe Fiesta Confer- 
ence Finals last year 

"then troubles came aplenty Vonn 
Harp and Mick Pennisi got entangled in a citi- 
тер mess while Juwel wren was sus- 
pended on drug charges. 

“We were a championship team before the 
side, but the management was committed to 
rebuilding the team, said Guiao, whose five 
Ges were all import spiced. 


paid off for Bulls 


h 


YENG GUIAO: I somehow knew that the bench was going to be crucial aT RAME 


Bulls key acquisitions in recent years that 2 
netted them Enrico Villanueva, Topex 
Robinson, Cyrus Baguio and rookie Larry 
Fonacier. 

‘Junthy Valenzuela, Lordy Tugade, Pennisi 
and Torion are the only remnants of the oris 
nal Red Bull squad that entered the league. 


and bred players using our own system. 
xatistically bench scoring was crucial in 
six games, the team which 

ch better eventually won. 


that enabled us 
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Look Younger Than 
Your Old Photos 
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"Tm proud of what we have achieved in. 
such a short time,” said Red Bull team man- 
ager Tony Chua, who masterminded the 


2000. 
"We wanted depth and balance in building 


MARK TELAN FOUND HIMSELF 
under the wings of the Air21 Ex. 
press after a trade with Talk N 
‘Text for John Ferriols was con- 
summated over the weekend. 
“Нез (Telan) a perfect fit for us; 
said Air21 coach Bo Perasol, whose 
priority is to beef up the Express 
frontline for the PBA All-Filipino 
Conference staring next month. 
Telan showed up at Air21's prac- 
tice venue in Alabang yesterday 
moming and Perasol was satisfied 


with what he save 

"We wil now have more fexibili- 
ij inside the paint because T can 
combine Mark, Yancy (De Ocampo) 
and Ranidel (De Ocampo) and sill 
get good results,” said Perasol 

‘The trade was completed late 
Sunday afternoon. A reliable source 
said Telan's acquisition was just one 
ofthe initial moves Air21 had made 
to snag dominant bigman. 

One of six players elevated tothe 
pro ranks by the defunct Tanduay in 


with three teams. 


Slashers 


Peping, Robert said | 
to be at loggerheads | 


POC exec board to tackle feud" 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE TWO HIGHEST OFFI- 
dis of he Philippine 
Olympic Commitee are said 
tobe quarreling, and the local 
Olympie body в doing all it 
canto help nip the leaders 
disagreements in the bud. 

Yesterday the POC execu- 
tive board called for а meet- 
ing tomorrow to discus, 
among other things, the re- 
ported feud benween presi- 
dent Jose Peping" Cojuangco 
and chair Robert Avenajado. 

POC spokesman Joey Ro- 
тазага didn’t deny that dif- 
ferences have soured the 
partnership beween Co- 
Juangco and Aventajado, but 
refused to reveal details. He 
merely said that Aventajado 
has “personal matters” to at- 
tend to inthe United States 
and that his POC duties will 
bave to take the back seat. 

“That (feud) will be dis- 
cussed in the meeting,” said 
Romasanta. 

"The reported rift between 
the once-staunch allies came 
asa shock to the POC family 

Cojuangco and Aventajado 
jointly weathered storms that 
buffeted the Olympic body 
from the time they were 
elected to the rwo top posts in 
Tate 2004—when Aventajado 
switched sides from former 
president Gelso Dayrit to Co- 
Juangco—to the country’s 
‘cramming to host last years 
23rd Southeast Asian Games. 


AVENTAJADO 

also reportedly has run-ins 
with certain national sports 
association heads close to Co- 
juangco over his growing role. 
in the POC decision making. 

“tris not actually berween 
Cojuangco and Aventajado;" 
said an NSA chief. 
tween Aventajado and sever- 
ai NSA heads close to Co- 
juangeo.” 

Romasanta hinted that de- 
velopments will be an- 
nounced during the board 
‘meeting set at noon tomor- 
row at the Milky Way restau- 
rant along Pasay Road in 
Makati Gry 

"The POC, according to Ro- 
masama, is also expected to 
discuss the country's prepa 
tion for the Doha Asian 
Games. 


COJUANGCO 


Sources said the rift began 
right after the SEA Games. 
‘Aventajado, chief of the 
"broadcast group of the Philip- 
pine SEA Games Organizing 
Committee, reportedly failed 
to reach the committee's tar- 
getin broadcast revenues, 
Other sources sad the wo 
are also quarreling over the 
protracted controversy in- 
volving the Basketball Associ- 
ation of the Philippines 
Which had been expelled by 
the POC but is sil recog- 
nized by the intemational 
basketball federation, Fiba. 
‘Aventajado was appointed 
committee chief of the task 
force dealing with the con- 
tentious basketball issues 
‘Aventajado, who heads 
the national taekwondo body, 


somehow knew the bench was going to be 


up this team,” said Guiao. “We just developed can step up. This [sixth] game was proof.” 


Telan switches teams with Ferriols 


1999, the 6foot-6 Telan is on his 
seventh season and has career aver- 
‘ages of 8.1 poins and 4.9 rebounds fori 
per game. He has played 314 games 


Ferriols, who honed his skills 
while seeing action for the Negros 
defunct Metropolitan 
Basketball Association, was drafted 
12th overall by the Express in 2003. 

“The 6 bor Davaoeño compiled 
a career average of 87 pps, 60 mg. 
and 10 assist per game in 133 


there are guys who 
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games. Ferriols made 5.2 points per 
game and 3.8 rebounds in 32 games 
Express. 

“їз a win-win situation,” said 
Perasol. “Talk N Text could use John. 
(Ferrio) to ease the pressure on Asi 
Сашам)” 

‘Meanwhile, Verge! Meneses has 
been trying his luck with the Phone 
Puls. Waived by the Bulls before the 
season, Meneses has joined Talk N 
Тез team-building sesion in 
Subic June Navarro 
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PAL INTERCLUB 


Real work begins 
for crack Canluban 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 


DAVAO—THE SENIORS CROWN PROVED 
‘easy picking. Now the real work begins for 
Canlubang. 


‘sll smarting from their freakish loss to Manila. 
Southwoods in Bacolod last year Canlubang 
vows to redeem itself in the men's Regular tour- 
mament beginning tomorrow in hopes of com- 
pleting is first tle double in the 56th Philippine 
Airlines Interclub golf championships. 

"Now we go fora championship double said 
Luigi Yulo after Canlubang wrapped up its first 
Seniors title Sunday in what tumed out to be ал 
anti climaciic finish following the disqualification 
‘of Luisita for fieding ап an ineligible player. 

Luisita is the only team to score a sweep of the 
two titles since the Senior event for players 55 
years and above was included in the PAL touma- 
mentin 1988. 

"The Tarlac based squad pulled off three cham- 
pionship doubles, the last in 1998. Since then, no 
team has moved into position to clinch the two. 
crowns at stake, until this year when Canlubang 
ended Luisa bid for a record sith straight Se- 
nions title and 13th overall 

‘With a leading collection of 12 Regular cham- 
pionships, Canlubang remains a solid ttle threat, 
more so with its prospective lineup now boasting 
‘upcoming stars who learned the game as caddies 
at the Apo course, which will co-host the event 
with Rancho Palos Verdes, 

‘Aside from former national team members Jay 
Bayron and Boyet Saragoza, Canlubang now 
boasts reigning national caddies champion Mario 
Labajo, Junel Ababa, Joseph Labajo and Mario 


JAY Bayron 


Canlubang lost the championship by four 
points last year as two disputed rulings, one of 
Ми соч беп ор amateur Juve Pagunsan two 
qois proved decisive for Manis Soutwoods. 
Je Hechanova, who masterfully stuffed the 
Southwood stars to produce the close win last 
Sear, в now with John Hay but the team has 
dene an old hand, Thirdy Escano, to skip- 
peris year’s campaign. 
Soutwoods also ls a stalwart in Artemio M 
rakami, nowa pro ike Pagan, but the am bas 
Каре is young mudeus and added wo able 
Japanese, Toru Nakajima ad Michio Masumua. 
aking ia three-way shoot for te hi 
snigh yaris 2004 champion Del Monte, which 
тиштей most ofe key players of ts brealehrough 
Year and added Iggy Cell, Marin Misa and 
Jan Mica brother ofthe famous anke. 


BOYET Saragoza 


MARIO Labajo 
team captains’ meeting. Skippers are expected to 
make sure that ай players declared for their 10- 
man lineups are in the original list submitted dur- 
ing the first team captains gathering las October 
usa was sacked last Sunday because of this 
rule after it fielded Seve Roxas Chua, who was 
not on the orginal roster. 

"This years edition has Action Asia, Airbus, 
Boeing, GE Aviation, GMA 7, Honda Cars Davao, 
P. rer Joey 923, Royal Caribbean Intema- 
tional, Philippine Gaming. and Amusements 
Corp., People Asia, Premier Wine and Spirits, 
Rudy Project, UMBN, and Uraya Land Develop- 
‘ment Corp. as major sponsors. 

‘ABS-CBN Intemational, Fortune Tobacco and 
Radio Mindanao Network are the corporate spon- 
sors while 963 Мно, Asia Brewery Century 
Park Hotel, Honda Megamotors, SM City Davao 
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The things I do 
for PAL Interclub 


DAVAO CITY—YOU WAKE UP. 
а: 2:30 am, hit the road by 3 
ат, and by 3:45 алп. you are at 
the centennial airport. You see a 
Jong line. You talk to the chief se- 
curity officer to Jet you through 
the VIP entrance. He obliges after 
you tel him—politely, of 
ourse—who you are. 

By 4 a.m, you are at the busi- 
ness dass check-in counter. 

“Do you have check-in йет?" 


problem, ві" 

in minutes, you have your 
boarding pass. By dam. you. 
atthe Mabuhay Lounge. By 4:05, 
you have your bowl of chicken 
porridge. Ummm. 

Next, you toast a piece of 
white bread. Cheese. Cream 
‘Cheese. Butter Coffee. 

‘You hear the barker at 4:30. By 
4:45, you are seated. Seat belt 
fastened. Next, you doze of 

Those are the things 1 do for 
the PAL Interclub golf champi- 
onshi 

And 

At the airport here—wow! Its 
become realy  intemation- 
al—you are met by Ken Angeles, 
a friend of many years. He brings 
me to his yellowfin tuna restau- 
rant. Fried egg. Sunny side up. 
Paksiw па pingow. Chicken 
adobo. Fried longganisa. Steam- 
ing-hot coffee. 

‘Such are the things the PAL In- 
terclub does to me. Luxuries you 
just don't get at the flick of a fin- 
gera la Henry Ford or Bill Gates. 

Now, how about this? 

Afer фас — sleep-inducing 
breakfast from Ken, 1 find myself 
being driven to Rancho Palos 
‘Verdes Golf and Country Club. 

Now, who do you think is my 
driver? 


SPECTATOR, E 


ALS. 


: 


was talking to? 

Who else but Domeng 
Duerme, PAls vice president for 
the Visayas and Mindanao, 

“Guess who's behind the wheel. 
ofthe Alterra Tm on board now?" 

Noidea, Mz Chairman. 

“Your own nephew, who else?" 

Hearing that, the PAL Interclub 
chair, laughed heartily. 

Albert Garcia, the Manila 
"Times chief photographer, said: 
“Tell him to make a guess.” 

“Aha, | know him,” he said. 
“He's Govenor Piñol, your dear 
buddy, 1 know. Thank God, you 
arein good hands.” 

Ah, the things that I get to ex- 
perience covering the PAL Inter- 
dub golf toumament. 

Now, listen. The Chairman and. 
1didnt get to dose a friendly bet 
with Jake Ayson, a tradition that's 
been with us for years now. 

“Wel do it tomorrow? said the. 
chairman, who played in the 
flight of Bong Cruz, another es- 
teemed friend from PAL. 

Before the day ended, and af- 
ter a sumptuous late, late lunch 
of lechon and prawns, the chair- 
man says: “OK, the following will 
hit the ceremonial shots tomor- 
row to kick off the Soh PAL 
Men's Regular—Mayor Duterte, 
Vice Mayor Luis Bonguyan, PSC. 
commissioner Binggoy Mon 
temayor, congressman Floirendo 
and, ofcourse, my great nephew, 
Governor Pi 


Femando. "The lineups wil be finalized today during a and Tanduay Rhum are the minor sponsors. 
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Phitippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) to apply for енооту and Il found eile, io bid for 
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Prospective bidders should possess a vaid PCAB license applicable o the contract, have completed a similar contract with a value of at least 50% of 
The ABC. and have key personnel and equipment (isted in the Engbiity Forms) available for the prosecution ol the contract. The BAC wil use пот, 
апо basal enters In лору Check/Screering as ней аз the Pretminary Examination of Bids. The BAC wil conduct post qualification 
of tna lowest calculated bid. 

^AI particulars wishes to Eligii Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance Security. Fre Scene Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Posi- 
Quaiicaton and Award of Contract shall be govemed by Ihe pertinent provisions of RA 9184 and its Implementing rules and regulations. 

Tho schedule of BAC activities is as follows: 


‘Activities ‘Schedule 


Recap vom Prospective brides Lars c virt LO hing Ariston or 


Egy and issuance diga Forms . 


. 
— 

Nace ol Ross d Eit Cie 
Issuance ol Basing Documents 

Рода Солонка 

Recep nd Open c Gas Paige 118 
Recap and Openng of — 


— Sh Fir Mabini В. 
DopEO Complex, Meralco Ave. 
Pasig Cty 


February 14,2008 - February 24, 2008, 
February 27, 2006 - March 2, 2006 
Mach 6, 2008 
March 6 1 Ара 5, 2006 

March 20, 2006, 10.00 AM. 

AD S, 2006, 1000 AM. 

Apr 6,2006, 1000 AM. 


омадат ng Karunungan. DepED 
Сото, Мако Avo. Pasig Сау 


Tho BAC wil issue lo prospective bidders the Eligibility Forms at BAC Secretariat Office, Sih Floor Mabini Войо, DepED Complex, Meralco Avenue. 
Fas Cy. upon ner submission of a Leiter of Intent (LOI) Prospective bidders shall submit he Екхому Requirements to the ВАС Secretanat athe 
God address. They may also obtain the results of Ino Еру Check by the GAC at the same address 

"The BAC wil issue electronic copy (CD) of Bidding Documents only to bidders deciarod by the ВАС to bo obiil for the bidding upon payment ol a 
Toe etunyabie amount of. Php 3,500.00 per package to the DepED Cashier. Plans and Ва of Quantities Forms wil bo issued in hard copes. 

Bids ın excess of he Approved Budget for he Contract per Package shall be rejected. Likewise, ato bids shal be rejected. 

"The Departmen of Education assumes no responsibilty whatsoever lo compensato ог отоу bidders for any expenses incurad in the preparation 
...... Yo acceptor rect any id, and 10 annui the bidding process and reject эй bids at any Вто prior lo contract award, 
minout hereby incurng any habit to те affected bidder or bidders- 


(502) ATTY. MACUR D. MAROHOMBSAR 


— лоні ВАС Vice Chairperson 


Milton Liu? Ramon Allado? 
Binggoy Montemayor? Tonyboy 
Floirendo? Boyet Lim? Hector 
Mendoza? 

All wrong. 

Ok, Boy Angeles? 

Wrong, again. 

Aha, Mayor Duterte. 


‘Governor Piñol has only fond 
memories of his uncle, Domeng 
Duerme. 

"Vie were playmates since we 
were kids," Governor Piñol said 
of Duerme. “We would build balls 
ош of mud from the river banks 
of Miang, North Cotabato, while 
Uh-oh. Wrong, too. we set off our carabao to graze in 

Gow Manny Piñol. Yeah, Gov- the grass. Ah, those were the 
emor Piñol was my driver. days” 

Boy, he can sil drive. 

Ав our Isuzu Alterra snaked its 
way to the mountaintop golf 
course near the banana planta- 
tion of Cito Lorenzo, my cell rang. 

"Hello, Mc Chairman, what 
can do for you?” 

"Where are you, buddy?" 

“Am on board a brand new, no- 
plate-yet Akerra, Mr. Chairman." 

“Where are you headed to 

“Palos Verdes.” 

‘And the Chairman said, “OK, 
am here already, ай set to tee oft 

Ard who is this Mr. Chairman 1 


ys 
Let me end this piece, rushed. 
at the lobby of Apo View with 
lawyer Neil Dalumpines provid- 
ing me music from his piano, by 
saying 1 played my last five holes 
at Palos Verdes without a putter 

Tbroke i 

Using my three-ron in the last 
five holes "three ironed! three. 
of the last five holes, what can 
you expect?—I lost some money 
толе. 

But what the heck. 

Tt was one day Td remember in 
a dayin the life of me. 
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Crack NCR booters start ‘three-peat’ bid vs Baguio 


GAMES TODAY 
(Barotac Nuevo pte) 
ebam. cn vs. Bagulo 
Sla Barbara tieid 
8:30am —North Cotabato 
vs. Zamboanga 
CPU eld 
830 am—Negros Occiden- 
"al vs. Masbate 
LaParturt 
230p m—lollvs tigan 


By Cedelf P. Tupas 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—ON PAPER, NATIONAL CAPI- 
tal Region's roster appears to be a shoo-in for 
the finals. 

Tes worth will be tested today when the NCR 
squad begins its quest for a third straight na- 
tional crown against Baguio in the PFFNation- 
al Men's Open Football Championships at the 
Barotac Nuevo field here. 

‘After the draw placed NCR in a bracket 


alongside powerhouse Пойо, the Big City boot- 
ers hope to get the best out of Philippine team 
standouts АЁ Borromeo, Emelio Caligdong and 
lan Araneta as they gun for a "three peat.” 
Tiger Cup veterans Borromeo and Caligdong 
boosted their stock when they led the RP team. 
toa 42 conquest of Cambodia, breaking a 10- 
year losing spell in the Southeast Asian Games. 
"We have a fighting team," NCRFA secretary 
general Jojo Rodriguez told the bouem. 
Philippine Army team coach Greg Briliantes 
will call the shots for NCR, which will also have 


Selu Lozano and Lis Brillantes, as well as Ne- 
grosbom players Gi Vilanueva, Philip Ca- 
Ballero and Edward Sacapaño in its fold. 

"The NCR-Baguio tussle is set at 8:30am, 8. 
rmultaneous with the Negros Occidental Mas- 
bate Group A match at the CPU field and the 
North Cotabato-Zamboanga tif in another 
group match at the Sta. Barbara turf, 

Нок Iolo, arguably the biggest’ stumbling 
lock to the Big Cty boar, bid, also opens їз 
campaign against Шап at 2:30 p.m, опу af- 
ter the opening ceremonies at the La Paz field. 


Iloilo is expected to bank on Ruben Docibra 
Jt, veterans Richmond Braga, SEAG campaign- 
fer Bervic Italia, Jezurel Топор and Ardesel 
Juarez, while Negros will be powered by АР 
Under-23 team right winger Amie Pasinabo, 
ex-national player Ali Rojas and Ziggy Tonog. 
"The event is organized by the Iloilo Football 
Association (IFA) in cooperation with Gov. Neil 
Tupas, Пойо City Mayor Jerry Trenas, IFA prési- 
dent Ramsay Padernal, and general secretary 
Joseph Gensaya. Sponsors include Red Ribbon 


Lady Falcons clinch 
nat’l students crown 


ADAMSON UNIVERSITY ROUTED SE 
Louis of Baguio, 73-29, yesterday to cap- 
ture the women's division title in the Na- 
tional Students Basketball Champi- 
onships at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

Four Lady Falcons combined for 51 
points as they completed a sweep of the di- 
Vision that also included UAAP champion 
‘Ateneo de Manila University and AMA 
Computer University, which were still play- 
ing for second placeat press time. 

“We're very fortunate this time unlike. 
{nour recent campaign in the UAAR” said 
‘Adamson coach Emelia Vega. "The team 
is getting stronger and the players are re- 
sponding well to our adjustments.” 

"The Lady Falcons finshed runner-up to 
Ateneo in the ШААР 

"The University of Visayas Lancers were 
the moming sensation as they dipped 
Manuel 1. Quezon Univesity 73-64, for a 
third straight victory that set them up for a 


vital outing with UAAP kingpin Far Easter 
University as the top team in group B. 

"Everybody has to play hard because 
we are not very complete as a team," said 
Elmer Cabahug, an ex-PBA sweet shoot- 
‘er who coaches UV along with fellow for- 
mer pro and rifleman Al Solis. 

UV is missing the services of Joseph 
Quinahan, who's nursing a leg injury. 

Not to be outdone, the Tamaraws, still 
saving UAAP MVP Arwind Santos for 
last, toyed with Universidad de Zam- 
boangs, 91-61, for their second victory 
in as many days in the event backed by 
San Miguel Corp., Petron and Aktivade. 

NBN airs the highlights of the games 
from3to4 p.m. 

Wild Card entry and NCAA runner-up 
Philippine Christian University matched 
steps with Group A favorite and NCAA 
champion Letran following a 95-38 rout 
of winless Tarlac State University, 95-38, 


at the Emilio Aguinaldo Gym where the 
high school contests are being played. 

PCU and Letran stay undefeated in the 
five-team group but San Sebastian Col- 
lege-Recoletos of Cavite, which carries a 
2-1 slate following a 91-64 triumph over. 
Cordillera College, still cradies a shot at 
опе of two crossover semifinals seat 

PCU's Baby Dolphins dumped Don 
Bosco Tarlac, 124-34, for win number 
three in group A even as UAAP champion 
La Salle Zobel dumped West Negros Col- 
lege, 99-60, for a 2-1 card. 

In the other group, San Beda College se- 
cured a semifinals slot after besting Univer- 
sity of Visayas, 78-66, and will wai for an- 
‘other confrontation with NCAA tormentor 
and tiis San Sebastian College, which is 
unbeaten in two games. 

In a no-bearing match, St. Joseph of 
Zamboanga edged University of Perpetu- 
al Help-Laguna, 82-78, also in Group B. 


Bakeshop, 200 and Petron. 


CHAMP AND SON: Rory Sabbatini of South Africa hugs his son Harley, 2, after 
winning the Nissan Open golf tournament, Sunday, at Riviera Country Club in 
Los Angeles. — 


SPORTSWATCH 


Min-Vis cage league opens Saturday 

THE MINDANAO VISAYAS BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION (MVBA) WILL 
launch ts inaugural season this Saturday wth 11 шат» sein actin at he 
Mindanao Stale mess lein institute of Technology gym. A nende: 
basketballs Visayan prime movers Coach Yayoy Acoseba and Michel Lui- 
Ter, the league ий! have boxing hero Manny Pacquiao as special guest dur- 
ing the opening ceremonies. Pacquiao's PacMan-General Santos squad is 
tne of ine Пе ата bracketed in the Mindanao Division. It wi face Mon- 
tata Pawnshop Davao o Armando Quibod п the opening game at 530 pm. 
Host Nigan Cy of Mayor Lawrence Cruz Байез Misamis Oriental of MVEA 
ir Gov Oscar S. Moreno in the main game at 720 pm. The Cagayan de 
Oro Rapids of Mayor Vicente Emana completes the Mindanao cast 


Rodrigo TKO’s Doliguez in Tagaytay 
FORMER PHILIPPINE LYWEIGHT CHAMPION EDGAR RODRIGO OVER- 
came a second-round knockdown to score a technical knockout victory over 
Thanked WO junior bantamweight Roy Dogue in the eighth round of 
the scheduled 10-ounder inthe “Bakbakan sa Tagaytay” in Tagaytay Cy 
recently The ight was to бозе to call unt Rodrigo who floored Doluer. 
inthe third round, caught Doluez with a righ straight to the jw and sent 
fim to the camas again. Referee E Nobleza evertualy stopped the fight In. 
the other maln event of he card arranged by Jun Sareal and held in coordi- 
Tatton vh Mayor Abraham “Bamba” Tolentino. PEF junior weter champ 
Ата Tinampay kept is Ше via unanimous decision win over Jury Noda. 


МСА 7-cocker resumes tomorrow 

MORE THAN 60 QUALITY FIGHTS FEATURING THE "PERSONAL CHOICES" 
of some of the сооту mast famous sportsmen were showcased inthe 
National Cockers Association's 7-cock ery t he Rolgon Mega Cackpt 
Parotaque Cty yesterday. The derby resumes tomorrow. Leading the partici- 
fants ae the tandem of Danding Couangco and Rizal Gov to Ynares, Chav- 
E Singson, Mike and Art Atayde and their American partner OW Lane and 
Rudy Abano, among others. The NCA, the premer and most prestigious or- 
“ganization of датем sportsmen in the county, said that the forthcoming 
ом wil be conducted in the best Fic radon of honesty, келу. fir- 
tas and vansperency The membership ot the NCA comprises the ital 
Whos Who in Philippine cocking 


Araneta derby slates 120 fights 

BREEDERS BELONGING TO THE LUZON-BASED GAMECOCK BREEDERS 
‘Assocation (LEGBA) dash in the Phiippine Heritage Cup 2005 5-cock derby 
today and on Thursday at the Araneta Coliseum. Due to the big number ot 
ht in the derby sponsored by Gran Matador and B-Meg Derby Ace, sach 
participant vil be required to feid he cocks ether today or Thursday. The 
frst of more tan 120 hts starts at 11 am. Seeing acon are entries from 
TTT 
‘cock Breeders Associaton and the Gamefon Breeders Assocation of Taiac. 
Each derby day dangles a cash pot of P800,000 for an entry fee of P0000. 


YOUNGSTERS’ HOUR: Mainstays Maimpis Elementary School- 
Pampanga onder team beam with youthful energy as they wait 
for the game in the cherte, Tangkad Sagad Basketball Tournament 
at the People's Gym in San Fernando City recently. The Maimpis 
dribblers are among the hundreds of public school students 
benefiting from the basketball program also supported by Adidas. 
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| Juvic returns to scene 
of SEA Games victory 


= © 
INTHE HUNT Juvic Pagunsan See. 


FRESHMAN PRO JUVIC PAGUNSAN REVISITS 
the scene of perhaps his biggest victory as an am- 
ateur when he sees action in the P4 million The 
Country Club Invitational beginning Thursday at 
The Country Chub course in Canlubang, Laguna 

Although he has already debuted as a pro in 
the recent Pakistan Open, where he finished in 
joint 36th and won $1,400, this maris the first 
time that Pagunsan wil play for cash at home. 

The 27-year-old shotmaker scored his last vic- 
tory as an amateur in the Southeast Asian Games 
last December over the tough par-70 layout. 

Pagunsan dosed out with a bogey free, eagle- 
spiked seven-under-par 65 to win by a huge 12 
shots over Thailand's Waisayakul Ekalak in indi- 
vidual play and power the RP squad toa 17-shot 
win over Singapore in team play. 

He finished with 13-under 267, breaking раг 
mal four rounds. 

But against the likes of defending champion 
Jerome Delariane, former tits Cassius Casas 
and Tony Lascuña, and the rest of the elite 32- 


player feld, Pagunsan is expected to encounter 
sif resistance in his hunt for the top P1.2 million 
winners purse staked in the P4.2 million invita- 
tional 

“T used to play for flag and country, but now I 
will be playing for pride and money” said Pagun- 
san in Filipino. "But it will be tough [to win this 
time] because the field is strong.” 

Organizers of the event, put up by Enrique К. 
Razon Jr three years ago to honor the memory of 
his father, Don Pocholo, actually seeded the top 
21 finishers of last year’ tournament. 

The rest of the feld were tapped to play by 


sponsors. 
‘The 32player cast includes Cesar Ababa, 
Edgar Ababa, Rey Alit, Erwin Arcillas, Eddie Bag- 
tas, Ramil Bisera, Roger Cabajar Dan Cruz, 
Rodolfo Cuello, Rodrigo Cuello, Ricky Marcelo; 
Peter Miñoza, Ronald Pactolerin, Juanito Pagun- 
зап, Elmer Salvador, Carito Villaroman, Artemio 
Murakami, Marion Dizon, Rey Pagunsan, Benjie 
Magada, Richard Sinfuego and Ruben бази 


Blazers thwart Generals; Warriors score 


sTaNOMGS 
Men's tadetal (aso Feb. -AUSE 
Son Beta 4; Aamo 32 La Sile $2: UE 32 
porre 
— Á— 
Tila Sate H; Denm 2 UST 1; E. 
nie LUE FENCES. 


THE COLLEGE OF ST. BENILDE 
Blazers bucked a hostile crowd to 
turn back Emilio Aguinaldo Co! 

lege Generals at the EAC gym, 57. 
54, even as the University of the 


second. 


Torres-Uy pair 
dominates Eagle 
Ridge scramble 


KARLYN KHEY TORRES AND RIZALINA UY 
‘combined for a net 12-under-par 60 in scramble 
play to top the ladies division of members month- 
ly tournament of the giant Eagle Ridge Golf and 
Country Club in Gen. Trias, Cavite, recently. 

Scoring a gross of 83 at the Faldo course, 
Torres and Uy won by six shots over the Korean 
tandem of Hee Seo-Seo Eun Yang in the 18- 
hole tournament supported by Sun Cellular. 

The seniors plum went to Rosendo Cruz and 
Uriel Halum whose 61 tumed back the pair of 
Gerry Collado-Renato Jamlang by a stroke. 

Park Seong Pyo-Kim Young Sook topped Di- 
vision l. Koo Jae Min-Park Haye Jin took 
sion Il, while Renato Kapauan-Stephen Albano 
prevailed in Division Ш. 

Park-Kinrs combined 62 was a shot better 
than the score of Rogelio Muyot-Dae Yang 
Hong. 

Koo-Park (58) finished three shots ahead of 
Joon Kang-Kyung Ae Roh, while Kapauan-Al- 
Бало turned in the tourmey's lowest net of 56 to 
win by two over Gregorio Poblador-Joel Belardo. 


East Warriors blasted power- 
house Far Eastern U Tamaraws, 
88-61, at home in the men's bas- 
ketball tournament of the Home 
and Away Invitational League 
over the weekend. 

St. Benilde gunner Martin Urra 
led the Blazers with 23 points in 
foiling che Generals, who led 28- 
24 at the half but were stymied by 
the victors’ tough defense in the 


Christopher Layug chipped in 


proved to 2-3. 
Karlo 


loss in eight games. 


eight points while Archie David 
and Christian Cabatu added sev- 
en apiece, as the Blazers im- 


Marcos-Castillo 
scored with 17 points for the Gen- 
erals, who dropped to 2-4. 

The Warriors improved to 3-2 
in a three-way logjam for third 
place with the La Salle Archers 
and the Ateneo Eagles. The 
Tamaraws absorbed their third 


Far Eastern, however, stil 
leads the field in the league orga 
nized by Waffle Marketing Inc 
and sponsored by Adidas and 
Sunbolt. 

in women's play, Zendy Bè- 
nawa led all scorers as the Lady 
Blazers also won against the Lady 
Generals (1-5), 61-47, for their 
first win in four games. 

in the other women's game, 
the Lady Tamaraws beat the Lady 
Warriors, 69-49. 


top- 


NBC CHAMPS: Members of Spring Cooking Ой team celebrate after receiving their trophy from 
former Tagaytay mayor Isaac Tolentino (right) and Pagadian Mayor Sammy Co (second from eight) 
Saturday National shooting champion Nathaniel "Toc" Padila's Spring cagers nipped Pagadian, 72- 
71, to bag the tide in the National Basketball Conference's preseason tournament. 


20 bets enter PIM poker main tilt 


TWENTY SATELLITE TOURNAMENT WINNERS have 
(quad forthe main event ol e Philippine Poker 
Tour (PPT) Mdlon-Peso Hold'em Philippine Champi- 
cnstip sated Apri 8 and 9 at the Airport Casno-Fi- 
ipio n Parafeque The frst national poker champion 
wi be determined alter ho fal ol the non-wager se- 
Ties. Арап rom the P1 milion worth ot prizes, the 
(хапа finals winner wl bring home a champion's 
bracelet, according to organizing comite chair Rey. 


Gamboa The 20 satelite winners: Anthony Gabian, 
recenby crowned Poker King Chalnge champion, 
Mae Ty Pico Ching, Cuy-cuy Melabenta, Bobby 
‘Atenza Jacson Feng, Dr Butch Javor, Marion Chavez, 
Marvin Cu, Nel Are, Dannis Gambon, Ars A pon 
Vincent Ong. Btoy Ryan Paolo Mencias, Tony Uson, 
Jonathan Franasco, Аса тени, Erasto Laman 
эла July Bue For inquies, cal the PPT seoreanat at 
817-9082 or 812-0153. 


nm.. 

Orcollo rules 
qualifier, gets 
IPT tour card 


10S ANGELES—PHILIPPINE “MONEY GAME 
King’ Dennis Orcollo introduced himself to US 
shores in spectacular fashion, nailing an Intema- 
tional Poo! Tour card in his first try Sunday 

"The 27-year-old Orcollo topped the win- 
ners bracket (B) and then overcame a 1-6 
deficit to beat former US Open champion 
Oliver Ortmann, 10-6, in the final match held 
atthe Hard Times Billiards here at Bllfower. 

Ortmann capitalized on two errors by Or- 
сойо to post a 3-1 edge. He then broke and 
Tan the next three racks but came up dry on 
the following break. 

"The momentum then swung the opposite 
direction. Oreollo studied every shot and 
calmly executed a table-length kick shot that. 
Sent the ball into the corner pocket. Ortmann 
didn't win another game as Oreollo reached 
the hill by taking the next eight games. Orcol- 
1o then broke and ran the final rack. 

“With this win 1 can now express my grati- 
tude to my manager (Perry Mariano) who is 
celebrating his birthday this 20th of February 
and my supporters Col. Jete УШасопе and 
Maj. Pete Laraya said Orcollo a gold medal- 
istin the 23rd SEA Games. 

Orale victory netted him an IPT card need- 
ed to compete in the 2006 season. The IPT is 
hosting six major tournaments for the year with 
over $8 milion in prize money at stake. 

“He (Orcollo) feels very, very happy" Mari- 
ano said after receiving a call from Orcollo 
yesterday morning. “Birthday gift daw niya sa 
akin ang kanyang panalo. He cant believe 
that hes now holding his IPT card. 

"He believes that the IPT will be his pass- 
port to fame. Imagine the hardships that Den- 
fis went through to go to the US. He applied 
for visa thrice and was denied twice. He want- 
ed to beat the very first tournament and luck 
йу he was given a visa and won the event,” 
Mariano added. "Ive been supporting him 
even in his early years because I know thet 
hed go places.” 

En route to the finals, Orcollo beat Steve Lin- 
gelbach (10-1), M. Hybler (10-4), Michael 
Schmidt (10-5) and Richard Broumpton (10-3) 


» ProGear Golf 
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HOUSTON—A PUSH FROM THE DETROIT PIS- 
tons, an MVP performance by LeBron James and 
û putback by Dwyane Wade decided an NBA All- 
Star game that went down. 
7 д че Ве final seconds. 
«у Тай by 21 рова the 
Tast rallied for a 122-120 vie- 
v 


p tory Sunday night behind King 

€ Jemes and the Pistons Fab Four 
$ With the score tied, Allen Iverson 
7 was age on a jumper, but Wade 
darted into the lane for the rebound and the. 

go-ahead basket with 16 seconds left. 

Stil, the East didnt wrap it up until hometown hero 
“Tracy McGrady of the Houston Rockers missed a jumper. 
with the dock ticking down. Kobe Bryant then had the 


^ del dip out of his hands for a tumoves, and it hardly 


mattered that Vine Carter missed a breakaway dunk on 
the other end just before the buzzer 

McGrady led ай players with 36 points. The 21-year- 
cid James, in his second midseason showcase, scored 29 
and became the youngest Al Star MVE 

"qr was more impressive that we came from, at one 
point, 21 points down and wiled ourselves to a win" 
James said. 

Dezoi teammates Chauncey Bilups, Rasheed Wal- 
lace, Ben Wallace and Richard Hamilton, all selected as 
reserves from the team with the league's best record, 
came off the bench together to help the East rally 

“talked to the guys at halime and basically said that 
we were not as competitive; said East coach Flip Saun- 
ders of the Pistons. 

"The West took а 74-53 lead 2 minutes into the third 
quanes Bor the East responded with a 28-13 run over 
the nex 6 minutes as ames scored 13 рой. 

“The East grabbed a 117-107 lead with 3:29 to go. The 
Vest made it 120all on Bryant fadeaway jumper with 


SHAQUILLE O'Neal hangs on the rim after a dunk. uras 


32 seconds remaining. 
That set up the final sequence. After McGrady missed, 
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King James rules 


JAMES: Youngest All-Star MVP ever. 


Bryant los the ball and Rasheed Wallace grabbed it with 
5 seconds left. 

As is often the case, the All-Star game had plenty of 
subplots. ExLos Angeles Lakers teammates Shaquille 
O'Neal and Bryant, no longer feuding, shook hands be- 
fore tipoff and laughed when O'Neal fouled Bryant in the. 


first quarter The 7-f00t-1 O'Neal, now with Miami, took 
aspin as the Баз point guard for one possession. АР 


McEnroe gets back winning feeling at 47 


SAN JOSE—JOHN MCENROE CAPPED 
his comeback to the ATP Tour with a sur. 
prise doubles victory in the SAP Open final 
оп Sunday, the veteran partnering Swede up 
Jonas Bjorkman to a 7.6, 46, 10-7 win 
‘over Paul Goldstein and Jim Thomas. 

“Appearing in his first ATP toumament 
since 1994, the 47-year-old American dis 
played plenty of the trademark deft touches. 
that once made him the number one player 
inthe word. 

"Т didnt know what was going to hap- 
pen, but I felt good that first day so 1 
thought we had a chance,” McEnroe told 
reporters after the contest. 


199. 


"Tbe key to success is working together 
with your partner and picking a good part- 
тег and I did that. We pumped each other 


"They beat the frst and third seeds and 
we beat the second and fourth, so we knew 
it was coming down tothe end. 
“Not surprisingly it went 
tiebreak, but the right team won. 
MeEnroe's 78h doubles tite came 14 
seasons after his last, won with brother 
Patrick at the Paris Indoors in November 


ihe final 


While McEnroe sports а full head of grey 
hair and has slowed his pace around the MCENROE! 


31 March - 


E 


April 2006 to celebrate 30 years of 


Move now to see 
the Hong Kong Seven: 


Vene book a cen төбе пуз See Hong Kong 


Sevens 2006 Package. Then join us at the Hong Kong Stadium from 


Hong Kong Sevens: Getting tickets ro this 


wildly popular event is always a challenge, so move now! Contact the Cathay Pacific Airways 


office in Manila at 02-7570888, in Cebu at 032-2313747 or visit www.cathaypacific.com/ph 


— 


Now you're relly lying. 


[Эй CATHAY PACIFIC 


last won the doubles in 1992. 


cour, the seven-times grand slam champi- 
‘on stood firm against the weight of his op- 
ponents heavy shots. 

‘Although he has a busy schedule of tele- 
vision broadcasting and senior events this 
year, McEnroe did not rule out playing an- 
other ATP tournament. 

"Maybe 1 can find some of the younger 
American guys to play with; he said. 

“Tve got to enjoy this fora lite bit, so Tm 
going to take a few months off and then go 
back to where I belong on the seniors tour 

|, and then enjoy this (win) and let them 
think about (this win) for a lile and wel 
see what develops.” Reuters 


| Doping scandal rocks 


Games; Italy cops gold 


“TURIN, ALY THE COACH AT THE CENTER OF 
а doping scandal rocking the Turin Winter Games. 
slammed his car ito an Austrian police roadblock 
Sunday, hours afer alin police raided the rooms 
of Austrian staff and athletes at the Olympias. 
Walter Mayer, Austria's Nordic coach, was 
involved in the crash close to the border with 
haly after leading police on a brief chase and 
dy injuring one officer by hitting him 
his car, Austrian police said in a state 
Mayer was taken into custody. 
He had been banned from the Olympics un- 
uspicion of performing blood transfu- 
sions at the 2002 Salt Lake City Games and 
his presence at the Turin Games last week 
sparked raids by police and the International 
Olympic Committee Saturday night. 
The Austrian Ski Federation said Sunday 
nightit had ended its relationship with Mayer ef- 
fective immediately Federation president Peer 


THE JAPANESE pair 
of Nozomi Watanabe 
‘and Akiyuki Kido 
performs in the kce 
Dancing Original 
Dance event during 
the Figure Skating 
competition at the 
2006 Winter Olym- 
pics, Feb.I9 at the 


SINGAPORE—ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST 
‘Asian Nations football chiefs have lashed out at а 
senior Asian soccer administrator, criticizing him 
for doing nothing to help the game in their region. 

"The broadside was delivered against Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) secretary g 
eral Peter Velappan in a letter sent to 
president Sepp Blatter, seen by AFP. 

Tt follows comments by Velappan at the 
launch of a Fifa management program last 
week in which he called Southeast Asian soc- 
сег chiefs’ leadership unprofessional while 


Schroecksnadel cited the accident as the reason 
ina brief statement. He did not elaborate. 

‘Away from the scandal, aly celebrated its third 
gold medal of the games when its теп cross- 
County team won the 4x10-ilometer relay, And 
on the speedskating rack, veteran Marianne Tim- 
mer ofthe Netherlands won gold in the 1,000 eight 

afer winning the same race in Nagano. 

"The last gold of the day was the least unex- 
pected. Favorites Andre Lange and Kevin Kuske 
f Germany won the men's two-man bobsled. 

Bat the day was dominated by news that Cara- 
binieri paramilitary police swooped on the Aust 
an Sees enn) and biathlon teams in their 
mountain accommodation overnight, while the 
10C conducted doping tests on at least 10 Austri- 
an rose county skiers and biathletes. 

Germany replaced the US atop the medal 
board with seven gold and 18 overall. The 
Americans had seven gold and 13 medals. AP. 


criticizing Fifa for not training them properly. 
“The jarring thing about his criticism is that 
be has been the AFC secretary general for the 
past 27 years during which time he did little 
br nothing to uplift standards in Asean," said 
the letter signed by 22 senior Asean football 
officials and sent to Blatter last Thursday. 
"Only after the formation of the Asean Foot- 
ball Federation in 1994 and the inception ofthe 
Fifa Goal Project earlier this decade have Asean 
countries been able to plan and implement sys- 
tematic programs for football development. AFP 
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Tove ingle set in Ward War the lat- 
ters а contemporary drama about a 
Woman wrongfully imprisoned. 
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Tonyboy’s dream dashed 


By Bayani San Diego jr. ako Bie Males boxing rematch was amet FI 
ФП Game dhe бу ш So 
antonio 


"TONYBOY' COJUANGCOS 
dream of build 


ilding digital theaters was 


— and malls re- 
quin Son fims was more expen: INQUIRER fusero cooperare, "he sid, H 
Sie" Gang one ойе umes of EXCLUSIVE Jae eiten an de ne 
Philippine Muli Media Systems Inc, Laurice Guilen and Nes Jardin of 
‘operator of Dream Sarl TV tld ы. 


technology, young filmmakers have been co 

up with good products at a very [low] e ‘After a successful launch last year, the second 
He took the idea one step further: Cinemalaya 10 ful leren and 10short 
"My company studied the viability of puting digital ims in. 

up Dream Theaters ай over the county Wed Is a sum ojoangco. “Cinemalaya is a- 

build 1,000 digital theaters witha seating capacity smali version of my big pian.” 

of 80 to 100 people each. Wed fumish vacant 


ing val. 


the Cultural Centr of the Philippines É { 5: New World 
umen in an exclusive interview. “With digital to put up the Cinemalaya Independent Fim fert. 


GEORGE Yang, president of McDonald's Philip- 
pines, sang with Kuh Ledesma and Pops Fernandez 
during the duo's Valentine show at the Mane 


3: Close To You 
4: Will Always: 
Love You 


We. 


беңйщ Fondly Doy ot lll | 
— 


F 


spaces in malls with screens, chairs and sound sys- 
tems...at the cost of only P150,000 per theater” 

He foresaw astounding profis. "AI I wot 
need is one disc [of a movie] 


a day Td gross P1.8 millior 

Going digital is the wave of the future, he said. 

(im March 2002, major Hollywood studios 
joined forces and created Digital Cinema Initia- 
tives. Doug Miler, executive vice president and 
managing director of Walt Disney Intemational- 
Asia Pacific, told ouner last year that digital cin- 
emas would render 35mm fim su 
ital theaters will download movies from a serv 

Ik works, Cojuangco stressed. "The Manny Pac- 


OPENS TOMORROW! 


Get a chance to win 


P100,000 


every week for 10 weeks! 


Plus Nokia phones, iPod Shuffles, 
a Creative Muvo Chameleon and 
an Intel Pentium D PCI 


“Register novia ` 
4. e PEF 
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FUN WITH DICK & 
JANE GOAL 
Catch the Cineplex Special 
Get а Mini Shabu-Shabu Cash Certificate worth P 100.00 
for every single purchase of two (2) tickets of any movie 
‘at the Shang Cineplex. 
Promo Period : Feb 15 to Mar 15, 2005. See Posters For Details 
Per DT-NCR Permit Number A3-0186. Series of 2006 
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Eclectic, elegant 


could find any fault. 

There was something alluring in Blun- 
stone's calculated, effeminate moves that 
somehow magnetized the women, but its im- 
material now to be curious about his sexuality 
—in the same way that it's laughable to dis- 
sect Mick Jagger's bisexual persona. 

More interesting is the fact that Blunstone 
became a well-respected artist after the Zom- 
bies disbanded, and Argent, who also carved 
a name as a sought-after session musician (he 
played keyboards for the Who), was only too 
willing to assist in showcasing it. 

As "Old and Wise," "Miles Away" and other 
ballads demonstrated Blunstone' signature 
vocals, the crowd was either so carried away 
singing their hearts out, or too stunned to dis- 
cover they were hearing the songs pitch-per- 
fect live from the same guy who recorded it, 

As more familiar tunes came on, we 
couldn't care less if" Summertime” was a stan- 
dard blues cover or whether "Going Out of My 
Head” was an early Zombies original. The ef- 
feet was overwhelming: Blunstones voice 
was the biggest thing that mattered, 

Surely Argent didn’t mind that. 


Culinary battle... 


From page as 


Both Tsai and Flay won the admiration of 
viewers not just with their talent, skill and cre- 
абу, but also with their determination and 
exceedingly hard work. 

"Throughout the show's full hour, they were 
always on the go, urgently testing their limits, 
and never taking a much-needed rest—not 
even for one second! So, the viewer mentally 
exclaimed, this is what greatness is all about. 

Other cooking shows pale in comparison to 
last week's “duel” of culinary masters, because 
they aren't as innovative and passionate. That's 
а good lesson to leam, if you want to achieve 
excellence—in any field. 


STEVEMARTIN 
BEYONCE KNOWLES 


ia Fish Panther diamond i missing. 
‘ant tn рыма dear ering te care 
prr id 
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Filmfest jurors. $ 

The 2006 Bangkok filmfest (Feb. 17:27) is 
fielding an impressive list of jurors for its Inter- 
rational Competition module including Fred 
Schepisi Nancy Kwan and Julie Delpy. 

Schepiss fim, "The Chant of Jimmy Black- 
smith." paved the way for his first US-produced 
feature, “Barbarosa.” He teamed up with Steve 
Martin in "Roxanne," and his stylish adaptation 
of the acclaimed play "Six Degrees of Separa- 
tion,” cinematically opened up the plot. His TV 

has won both Tony and 
Golden Globe awards. 

Nancy Kwan was bor in Hong Kong and ed 
омей in England. She was tapped to play the 
lead role in "The World of Suzie Wong,” oppo- 
site William Holden, and later acted in fims 
1ке “Flower Drum Song,” “The Main Anrac- 
tion,” “Tamahine,” “Honeymoon Hotel,” "Fate Is 
the Hunter” "The Wild Aff "Nobodys Per- 

Suec of Hong Kong,” and Angkor” 

е has written and produced fims and TV 
commercials in Southeast Asia, while continu- 
ing to perform in America, Asia and Europe. 
She has her own production company, and was 
appointed Hong Kong's Bim ambassador in 
2002. 

Julie Delpy fist acted onscreen in Jean-Luc 
Godards “Detective” in 1985. A graduate of 
NYU Film School, she directed her first short, 
“Blah, Blah Blah," which was presented at the 

im Festival in 1995. 

She received numerous awards and was 

nominated for an Oscar for Best Screenplay for 


Gateway Bima. € 


‘Illuminations’ 
At4 p.m. on March 
4, “Iluminations,” а 
book with words by 
Armando S. Baltazar 
and images by 


armersPlaza 
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Theater acor 
Miguel Casto has 


ej come out with a CD- 


Aima CINEMAS 


Lite OPM songs, titled 
“Miguel Castro 
Sings” The album 
contains sx new 
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songs, four of dem 
composed by Vince 
de Jesus—"Suspend- 
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WWE RAW LIVE TOUR | Bb PILIPINAS CORONATION NIGHT 
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Ba Nagsimula?" and 
“21 Year Old.” 

The 
songs are 
Pa?” by Sonny Ange- 
les, and "Song of the 
Wounded Heart by 


|, SATURDAY 8 pm 
2 Arnel de Pano. 
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ALMOST EVERY GIRL AND GAY KNOW HAS 
a big crush on Piolo Pascual. He could very 
well be declared Pambansang Crush, huh? 

What makes PJ even more endearing is that 
he's not stuck-up at ай. It was such a delight to 
meet up with him during the press con of his lat- 
est teleserye with Judy Ann Santos ("Sa Piling 
Mo”). Their successful love team is reunited in 
this drama about the emotional joumey of love 
and sacrifice. Hot in the heels of their multimil- 
lion-grossing movie, "Dont Give Up On Us," this 
new vehide for Juday and PJ from ABS-CBN 
makes the most of their compelling chemistry and 
dramatic brilliance. This must-see TV event is di- 
rected by three of the network’ finest Jerry 
Lopez Sineneng, Trina Dayrit and Rory B. 
Quintos. 

Te has a mature story line centered on two 
lovers who are separated by a cruel twist of fate. 
Jennifer (Juday) grew up with Adrian (Piolo), 
Who has been blind since childhood. Despite his 
handicap, he is full of ife-something readily ap- 
parent when he shows his talent for singing. It 
isnt long before they fall in love. Jennifer soon 
Tearns that Adrian's blindness can stil be cured, if 
he can be operated on in a year's time. Beyond 
that perio, his affliction wil become permanent. 

Determined to help Adrian, Jennifer partic- 
pates in a cime for which she is caught and im 
prisoned. Wil Adrian see again? Or wil Jennifer's 
sacrifice be in vain? And will the separated lovers 
find their way back to each other? These ques- 
tions will be answered in the teleserye. Mean- 
while, its time to ask Piolo some questions many 
have always wanted to ask but were just too mes- 
merize todo so. Read on and swoon. 


What is the secret of your charisma? 

1 dont usually answer self promoting ques- 
tions but for you, 1 will. 1 believe God has a lot to 
do with it. Call it destiny ora path He wants me to 
take. On the other hand, 1 owe it to my parents for 
having brought me up this way with the right val- 
ues and attitude. Charisma you think 1 have i? 
(Flashes his kiler smile). 


‘Some people say that Sam Milby and you have 
a striking resemblance? 

Tm flattered! Sam is a nice gu Guapo pa, so at 
least ang kamukha ko guapo. That means guapo 
nga daw ako (laughs). 


‘Your love team with Juday clicks even if you're. 
nota couple in real life. 

With Juday its always magic. Nether one of us 
cant pinpoint what makes our love team sell, but 
‘we are grateful that it does. We are so comfy with 
each other 


In whose “piling” are you right now? 

(Chuclles) Fm still waiting for God to send the. 
right person. Yahoo! I know she's just around. Me- 
dyo busy din ako and right now, I just want to 
spend time with my son while bes sil young. 
‘Shell come in God's perfec time. 


How did you prepare for your role as a blind 
man? Do you have any dream role? 

watched Al Pacino's "Scent of a Woman? and 
Jerry Gonzalo (a blind model) coached me. My 


ROUNDUP 


Hernia 

LONDON—Ameri- 
can superstar Madon- 
na has been treated 
fora hemia but is now 
“absolutely fine,” her 
spokeswoman said on 
"Thursday. 

"The singer, who per- 
formed at the Grammy 
awards in Los Angeles 
last week, reappeared 
in public on Thursday night when she accepted a 
Bat record industry statuette in London as Best In- 
temational Female Artist ofthe year 

"She had a minor procedure for a hemia,” the 
spokeswoman said, dedining to elaborate. 

"The 47-year-old mother of two, widely regard 
ей as one of the fittest stars in the pop business, Б 
seen in a lycra leotard doing the зріз at full 
Stretch inthe video for ber latest singe "Sony" 

Reuters 


5 
V mane 
LISA Marie Presley with Michael Lockwood se 


Married again 

105 ANGELES Singer Lisa Marie Presley the 
only child of Elvis, has married her guitarist, 
Michael Lockwood, a collaborator on her 2005 al- 
Dum "Now What" in a wedding held last month 
in Kyoto, Japan, her spokesman said on Thursday 

“The couple exchanged vows in a traditional 
Japanese service conducted on Jan. 22, with the 
brides fist husband and dose friend, musician 
Danny Keough, serving as best man, and her 
mother, Priscilla Presley, walking her down the 
aisi to give her away 

Keough is the father of Lisa Marie Presley's two 
children, daughter Riley, who was her maid of 
honor, and son, Benjamin, who was a grooms- 
man 

Tt was the fourth altar trip or Presley, 38, 10 

s after her surprise mariage to рор sur 
Michael Jackson ended in divorce. She later mar- 
ried Oscar-winning actor Nicolas Cage. They di- 
vorced in 2004. Reuters 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Piolo Pascual still ‘pambansang crush 


Dou: OO 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


role as a blind man is challenging and interesting 
Dut the hardest one and most physically exhaust- 
ingsofaris my roe in “Dekada.” I have no dream. 
role Anything thats different from my chara 
siguro. 

Birthday giri 

RUFA Mae Quinto is all agog preparing for her 
birthday concert in May which coincides with her 
12th anniversary in show biz. The bombshell an- 
nounced, Т spoof Madonna, Beyonce, Britney 
and JLo. There wil also be a video of how I start- 
ей in show biz. It wil be raining men in my con- 
cen" Just listening to her animated stories, I can 
already tell that its gonna be one helluva “Chuva” 
night! 


CloseUp movie. 

 CLOSEUP goes one giant leap forward in making 
dreams come tre for the winners of its recently 
concluded Close Up to in promo. The winners 
got guest appearances in "Cose to You,” the hit 
movie of John Lloyd Cruz, Bea Alonzo and Sam. 
Milby. Plus, they got to walk the red carpet with 
Nilentines Day premiere in SM 
lucky ones Faith Echano of Mariki- 
Gange Cario Chua of Davao and Lisa Ca- 
babe of Cebu are sil ecstatic over this chance 
ofa ейте. As Faith puts it" never realized what 

acors have to go though! 


Rivermaya's gold 

RIVERMAYAS “Greatest His 2006: The Ukimate 
Collecion" tumed god within a week of its re- 
козе. The album comans the SEA Games an- 
them, “оке? and other dassies such as "Alab 
Ng Puso (Tagumpey)" “Umaaraw, Umuulan” 
and “Wag na Init Ulo Baby” To book the “Banda 
ng Bayan call 612-1350 or (0917) 428-0450 


rail woteringholeshangrla@ychoo.com) 
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By Pocholo Concepcion. 
Contributor 


VOCAL ELEGANCE AND TIGHT MUSICIANSHIP 
defined the Zombies reum engagement at the 
Araneta Coliseum after almost 40 years, moving a 
crowd of about 7,000 to give the band a standing 
ovation three times na row. 

Moments before show time, there was 
much hype on the quality of Colin Blunstone's 
vocal pipes. When he finally opened that 
mouth, it seemed like the star soloist from 
among a choir of angels emerged out of the 
heavens to rock our souls. 

Tt must be noted that the Zombies defied 
musical classification, even as guitarist Keith 
Airey, recruited from the Las Vegas live cit- 
cuit, let off some mean-sounding sparks that 
echoed Jimi Hendrix on a gallivanting spree. 

The most convincing proof of the band's 
eclectic testes emanated from keyboardist 
Rod Argents jazz incursions. He was a sight to 
behold-—wildly swinging his frizzy hair as he 
pounded like a demented Jerry Lee Lewis on 
the ivories of what sounded like a Hammond 
organ. 


Special audience 
Bassist Jim Rodford, whose son Steve Rod- 
ford handled the drums, was the first to anno- 
tate one of a succession of Zombies hits, the 
better for the audience to appreciate its beau- 
ty and impact. As Blunstone took the cue and 
Sang "Time of the Season,” it was becoming 
apparent that we were watching a command 
performance that these British blokes might 
Rave done, too, at the Royal Albert Hall 
Except that Manila had a special place in 
Argenti heart, because һе said the band took 
the time to rehearse a repertoire of tunes they 
had not touched in a long time. Indulge us, 
Argent warned. But every time Blunstone 
flexed those magnificent pipes again in covers 
like "You Really Got A Hold on Me,” "Misty 
Roses" and in his own stuf like “The Way 1 
Feel Inside,” there was no way the audience 
ECLECTICIA22 
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Chef America’ 


THE “IRON CHEF" COOKING SHOW IN 
Japan has spawned its US counterpart, “Iron 
n p Chef America” which is usually inferior to the 
chances £9 maka Your original. Last week, however, the US TV spin- 
177 1 ГА off came up with a special telecast that proved 
jn decía 29/02 ur, ore enen bauer han — 
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thathas inspired it. VIEWFINDER 
That "on. Chef 5 
America" episode was | 
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belana Madel Rodriguez eee chefs Ming Teal and 
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cling sone on ty Nestor U. Torre 
and have been perfect. ———— 
ing their culinary art and craft for at least 20 
years. Thus, they came to the set of “Iron Chef 
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+ P5,000 cash allowance for processing то РЕ тать Д apiece in only one hour. 

of travel documents ancha Ness GB . The secret ingredient was duck, so Tsai had a 

à а —— desided advantage, inceduckisa staplein Cht 

| + Horseback riding. + Badminton. | nese cooking. But Flay refused to be counted 

tet fiers ef ag c m "licor worth 200000 Gown and on for the competition, and mar- 

1st Draw Mar. 4, 2006 | Feb.26,2006 Four (4) Winners. | * F1000080 ch pam + P10,000.00 cash prize. shalled ай of his creative resources to give Tsai a 
2 — | run for his wok and chopsticks. 


Tete row | ратон eee 


2nd Draw | Mar. 25,2006 | mar. 19,2006 kor G Winners To join, collect DOUBLEMINT® wrappers and send entries to ABS-CBN PO. Yes, Tsai eventually vanquished Flay in the 

тшш Tmo ees .... Cty ог dropin drop boxes atany | estimation of the episode's three j 

зайран | Арйїїў,2006| Apr:10,2006 Teo Winners 7 س کر م و ی‎ supermarket ation estimation of the episode's three jurors, scoring 

" — пын ABS-CBN station, Wrigleys distributororselededsupermarketsnatlonWde. — \ more points when it came to taste. But Flay 

L 1 gave as well as һе took when it came to presen- 
See postes for details vap А 
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91-day T-bill rate rises to 5.25% 


Banks flock to longer term securities 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BELLWETHER 91-DAY TREASURY BILL RATE ROSE 16.3 BA- 
sis points to 5.25 percent yesterday as the market sought higher re- 
turns from the three-month government securities. 


National Treasurer Omar Cruz said the Bu- 
reau of the Treasury's auction committee 
gave in to the higher rate to align it with the 
yield of the short-term paper in the sec- 


a higher rate for the 91-day bills was sensible, 
given the trend in the secondary market. 

He added that a 16.3-basis-poin increase 
was mi 


‘The market showed more appetite for the 
longerdated 182- and 364-day paper. Bids 
for the three-month securities reached only 


P15-billion offering. 


91 DAY TREASURY BILL RATES 


February 28, 2005 Ferary 20, 2006 


Е 


ondary market. could afford. 
"The market has been trading at higher 
rates this time. We want to respect the mar- 
ket,” Cruz said in a briefing after the auction. 
He added that the willingness of banks to seek 


PALSTILL UNHAPPY 


across all maturiti 
the country’s credi 
Ratings and Standard 


RP Bahrain reach air accord 


By Clarissa S. Batino ‘week to six, with potential to go 

up to 10 or even more," CAB Ex- 
ecutive Director Tomas Mafialac 
said in an interview. 

Bahrain has four entitlements 
a week to Manila and five to 
provincial airports. Aside from 
the two conditional flights to 
Manila, it secured two uncondi- 
tional lights to Clark in Pampan- 
ga, according to the CAB chief 

"Bahrain also promised to help. 
develop trade and tourism in the 
Clark and Subic corridors," Май- 
alac added. “Their representa- 
tives said they are interested in 
bidding for the upgrade of the 
Clark airport.” 

The board of directors of Clark 
Development Corp. had ap- 
proved in the fourth quarter of 
2005 a plan to upgrade the air- 


‘THE PHILIPPINES AND BAHRAIN 
finally signed a new air services 
agreement shortly before Sunday 
‘midnight, allowing Bahrain's Gulf 
Air to mount two additional 
fights to Manila if jt will agree to 
use and pay for Philippine Air- 
lines four unused entitlements to 
the Gulf kingdom. 

The Civil Aeronautics Board, 
опе of the members of the Philip- 
pine air panel, said it was pleased 
‘with the results of the protracted 
air talks, originally scheduled on 
Feb. 16 and 17 but were extended 
tothe weekend. 

"The new agreement expands 
aviation links between Manama 
(Bahrain capital) and Manila 
from the current four fights a 
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GOLD: $540.30-540.80 Í 
per ounce Hong Keng, Feb. 16 1006 


STOCK MARKET 
Stocks fall on oil, political worries 
closed 0.86 per- кашку 
cent lower yes 
vestors took protts across 
the board on fresh concerns f 
the government, dealers 


9 SHARE PRICES PSE COMPOSITEINDEX 
terday as in- 

over higher oil prices and ru- 

said. 


PLDT led the fall after 
Credit Suisse First Boston 
said further gains in the 
share price may be limited, a view increasingly shared by other houses. 

"The composite index ended down 18.06 points to 2,084.10. after 
trading between 2,074.77 and 2,102.16. Turnover was 666.42 million 
shares worth P1 2 billion. 

"The broader ll-shares index et 12.25 points to 995.54. 

Losers led gains 62 to 20, with 42 stocks unchanged. 

Political unrest in Niger has cut output of crude oil there, raising 
fears that world prices will rise. 

In Manila, an explosion ripped through a garbage bin on the 
grounds of President Macapagal-Arroyos Malacañang palace by mid- 
day, but there were no casualties. The cause of the blast was not imme- 
diately known. 

"Most of the positive news is out and has been digested by the mar- 
ки, Its now time for a realty check. The volatity in oil prices is an area. 
of major concern," sad Astro del Castillo of First Grade Holdings. 

Higher ой prices threaten to push up consumer prices and lower 
‘consumption, which could lead to leaner profits for companies and 
slower economic growth, dealers said. 

"We're going through a consolidation mode with a downward bias,” 
sald Nestor Agulla of DA Market Securities. 

Dealers said recent broker notes about a nearly saturated 
telecommunications industry here and the limited prospects for 
eamings have weighed on heavyweight telecommunications 
stocks. 

PLOT retreated P25 toP1 745 as rivai Globe Telecom fll P10 to P820. 

Top-traded Bank of the Philippine Islands ended unchanged at 
P58.50, while Its parent, Ayala Corp., fell P2 50 to P330. 

‘San Miguel A-shares, limited to Filipino investors, fell 50 centavos 
to Р81.50, San Miguel 8-shares, available to Filipino and foreign in- 
vestors alike, were down 50 centavos to P82. АР 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


Dick Cheney , Ayala posts 
tostar 12% increase 
in ‘Top Gun 2’ in profit 


(See tock market report on Page B3) 


al and something the government 


"Treasury bill rates have been declining 
following the upgrade in 
rating outlook by Fitch 


‘The high volume of bids for me 182- and 

364-day bills pulled their rates lower. The six- 

month bills fetched 6.114 percent, or 5.4 ba- 

sis points down than last week's, while the 

yield of the one-year securities also declined 
basis points. 
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SMC plans public sale 
of shares of Aussie units 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez The reports said that proceeds 
from a possible sale, which may 
occur before July, would help pay 
debt. 

As of press time, attempts 10 
verify with SMC president Ramon 
S. Ang proved futile. SMC has al- 
so not issued any official reply to 
the story as of this time. 

SMCs Australian assets in- 
clude dairy firm National Foods 
ld. brewer J Boag & Son, and 
juice maker Berri Lid. 


port in the next five years in line 
with the expanding operations of 
the Clark aviation group. Budget 
carriers from the region have cho- 
sen Clarkas their hub. 

Sources, however, said that 
PAL was still unhappy about a 
part of the deal with Bahrain, 
which provided a 21-day period 
for Gulf Air and PAL to conclude a 
codeshare arrangement. 

Under a codeshare deal, PAL 
‘will assign its four unused entitle- 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE GIANT 
San Miguel Corp. has asked in- 
vestment bank Morgan Stanley to 
check demand for an initial pub- 
lic offering of its Australian unit 
this year, according to wire re- 
ports yesterday, citing people fa- 
miliar with the plan. 

But market analysts think 
SMC's reported plan to go public 
with its Australian business may 
be premature at this time. 


Bahrain and t 
‘would meet again 
issue. PAL was worried that 21 
days would not be enough to 
complete commercial agree- 

ments on code sharing. 
The flag carrier was also con- 
cemed that the government had 
вв 


resolve the 


The Japanese gentleman next fo you looks 
It's that last word in his crossword puzzle. 
As he ponders in frustration, 

‘one of the cabin crew politely whispers 
something in Japanese. His eyes light up. 


‘With crew from over 80 countries, 
you're sure fo find one who speaks your language. 


/B3 


| For more details contact your local travel agent or Emirates on tel. (835) 811-5278 or fax (832) 811-5284, 


EAI 


RP Bahrain reach air accord 


FrompageBl 

failed to prioritize the more impor- 
tant issue of clinching a stopover and 
pick-up deal with Dubai and Saudi 
‘Arabia so that PAL could continue ser- 


intimus 


The World's N1 Shredder Company 


vicing the Manila-Riyadh route. PAL 
will stop its thrice weekly Manila- 
Riyadh flights starting March 2. 

"We dent expect any problems 
from either Gulf Air or PAL on the 


joint service agreement. I think this is 
а good deal for both countries," Mañ- 
alac said. 


ditional entitlements to Manila. 
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‘The just-concluded air talks, the first for 

the Philippines this year, had been difficult 

and made more complex because of PALS im- 

‘Bahrain originally asked for six ай. pending request to improve air ties with Sau- 
di Arabia. 

‘The Philippines had nothing much to gain 
from expanding air ties with Bahrain as the 
Gulf kingdom had long liberalized its air poli 
les, according to former PAL president Aveli- 
no Zapanta. 
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Entrepreneurship Summit February 23, 2006 • 
Entrepreneurship Expo February 24-25, 2006 + 


“Naging mas madali sana ang pagtatayo ko ng aking 


akong kaalam-alam sa pagtatayo 
ako ng aking ina at mga kaibigan kaya nabigyan ako ng 
na kapital. Mula sa iilang estudyante, naging libo-libo na а! 


Kung gusto mong umasenso tulad ko, 
PROF. RAY GAPUZ, JR. Chairman, Gapuz Group of 


1 2005-Recipient, Philippine Marketing Association Outstanding Fili 
Award for Entrepreneurship-Reciplent, Who's Who 


Presented by 


Philippine. 
Center for 
Entrepreneurship 


DAY 1 (February 23, 2006/ 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 
srs by PCE » FORUM 


БЕ 
the орон 

Der secretary Fe 
Anata, Gov. Luts 


DAY 2 (February 24, 2006/ 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 
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Ti te oe dian by Business Pan Contest Winners 8 пет: up s Funding Options 
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1358 G. ARANETA AVE. SANTOL QUEZON CITY | 
FF 


Every Nation Leadership Institute, Fort, Taguig 
Market! Market! Trade Halls A & B, Fort, Taguig 


review center kung may Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship 


Summit at Expo noon. ‘Di biro ang hirap na dinanas ko noong ako'y nag-uumpisa. Dahil Nursing ang kurso, wala 
ng isang negosyo. Ayun naging trial and 


error tuloy. Buti na lamang sinuportahan 
lakas ng loob at inspirasyon na palaguin ang aking maliit 
ing nagre-review sa R.A. Gapuz Review Center Inc. ngayon. 


attend na sa Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Summit at Expo!” 


Companies-Chairman, R.A. бари: Review Center, Inc. 


tum Laude, Bachelor in Nursing, University of Sto. Tomas, 1992-Board Top-Notcher 1992 Philippine Nursing Licensure Examination- 
‘Sure Cum Laude, Master of Aris in Nursing, University of Sto. Tomas 1998-Awardee, Ten Most Outstanding Filipino Entrepreneurs 
2004-Finalist, 2005 Ernst & Young's Entrepreneur of the Year Award-Reciplent, 


‘Agora Award for Entrepreneurship 
ipino Achiever for Entrepreneurship-Recipient, Parangal ng Bayan 


in the Philippines for Education and Entrepreneurship 


DAY 3 (February 25, 2006/ 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 


The Franchise Bom: Now ts the Tine ta Get Started By: Association of Fiipino Franchises: 
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«Butz Bartolome « John Ken» Maria Ester auta» Les Reyes + Jean Hen 
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Sra varie Perque 
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Reis Je Mapseysty * Joey Concepcion + Anna Warie Periqvet 
Cali 637-9347 or 631-8101 
loc. 7188 / 0920-9269232 
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Dick Cheney 
to star in 
"Top Gun 2’ 


АТ KENNEDY AIR- 
port, а school teacher 
Was arrested while 
ing to board a 
ight while in posses- 
sion of a ruler, a pro- 
tractor, а set square 
and a slide rule. The 
US Attorney General 
said that he believes. 
that the man is а 
member of the dreaded Al-gebra movement 
He is being charged by the FBI with carrying 
weapons of math instruction 

Algebra is a fearsome cult. They use code 
names such as eggs squared and pie and fly off 
ina tangent at the slightest provocation. They 
study explosives from all angles and leave be- 
hind a trai of wrecked angles. Their leader Sir 
Circumference, moves in concentric circles 
and sleeps on a log table, As a youth, while 
working ina circus, he fell offa trapezoid. 

Tf they are of the right caliber, they train to 

become snipers and study trigsemomety. If 
recognizable by his beard, eclipse it. Fortunate- 
ly they can be identified by their dental records, 
Ай mathematicians have square roots. 
AN OLD lady of 80 was charged with stealing а 
can of peaches. “Why did you do it?” asked the 
judge. "Because 1 was hungry.” "How many 
peaches were in the can?” "Six, your honor” 
“in that case, sentence you to 6 days in jail.” 

Atthat point, her husband raised lis hand. ‘Do 
your wish to say something?" asked the judge. 
"fes, your honor She also stole а can of peas." 

Petrol prices are so high that, when 1 went 
into а garage and asked for P50 worth, the at- 
tendant dabbed some behind my ears. 

Tris my mother-in-law’ birthday tomorrow 
and my wife wants me to buy her something 
electric. Has anybody gota chair? 

T went to see the remake of "The Pink Pan- 

ther” but it is not as good as the original As 
an actress, Beyonce is undresstimated. 
LAST week, a successful IPO was launched, а 
large issue and at a fixed price. URC increased 
its float from 6 percent to 36 percent by offering 
P10 billion worth of shares at P17, Although 
eclipsed by the IPO of the larger Fist Gen, 
which went to an immediate discount and 
stayed there, URC was 3 times oversubscribed 
and opened at P18, a premium of 6 percent 

Thisis perfect because it was offered at a fair 
price and investors knew exactly how much 
they had to pay. If shares are priced too low, the 
issue wil be many times oversubscribed by 
speculators, and open at a large premium, The 
speculators will get most of the shares and sell 
them at the opening at a fat profit. Unfortu- 
nately, this means thar the small investor will 
be cut out or forced to pay high price, Ideally, 
an IPO should be 2-3 times oversubscribed and 
‘open ata premium of 5 percent to 10 percent. 

Unless we want the IPO market to sink like 
the Titanic, 1 would ask the president of the 
PSE to ask companies to follow the fixed price 
system. He has already made 5 major changes 
in the Phisix, which removes 5 small poorly 
performing companies, replacing them with 5 
large cap stocks, all leaders in their fields. 

“The index is not meant to be the 30 best 
stocks, itis meant to be the 30 stocks most 
representative of Philippine industry. By next 
year, URC, First Gen, and RLC will be obvious 
candidates because of their size and float, so 
further changes are likely There are supposed 
to be 10 IPOs this year, including GMA Net- 
‘work, which is currently increasing its issued 
capital from P2 billion to PS billion. 

‘Another suggestion I have is to instruct all 
mining and oil companies to convert heir 1- 
centavo shares to 1-peso by means of a 1-for 
100 reverse split. This does not cost the com- 
panies anything, nor does it alter the value of 
the holding. It just makes prices look more re- 
spectabile. For example, OMICO at .0055, in 
dollar terms is $.0001, so for $10 an Ате 
сап fund manager could buy 10,000 OMICO 
ora hamburger combo. 

Acthe same time, the A and B shares should 
be consolidated into one class as in other 
countries. They are usually the same price or 
differ by one fluctuation, Actually this was ог- 
dered by the SEC 10 years ago at a seminar, 
which I attended. failure го comply would re- 
sul in a daily fine and delisting after 30 days. 
None of the companies took the slightest no- 
tice of the SEC order and none have been 
fined or delisted. This would not affect 
PHILEX as it has a par value of P1. 

Last Friday, the Phisix came to life with a 
26-point jump. The catalyst was Globe, which 
rose P35 on Thursday (including a P20 divi 
dend) and another P60 on Friday. Macquarie 
Securities upgraded the stock from "under- 
perform to “outperform,” with its 1-year price 
target raised from P650 to P950, 

EPCI reported profits for 2005 were up from 
P1.8 billion to P2.4 billion. This will make it 
harder for Banco de Oro to acquire the 25-per- 
cent stake of the SSS, which indicated earlier 
that it would consider a slightly higher offer. 
Now, the price is likely to have gone up. 

In the United States, Bernanke asserted 
that the US economy was on track, and that 
GDP would recover from the 4th quarter fig- 
ure of 1.1 percent, affected by Hurricane Kat- 
rina, He will continue to hike interest rates at 
a measured pace as there was still an element 
of inflation present. In January, the Price Pro- 
ducer Index jumped 0.4 percent, far higher 
than expected, so Asian currencies are expect- 
ed to weaken as differentials increase, 

(imrbearbull@hotmaiLeom) 
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Ron Nathan 
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Take advantage of 
PSBank's HIGH $ RATES 


51000 to $59,000 to $100,000" 
9999 9909002 and'up 
| 3.0000% | 3.1250% | 3.250099 3.2500% 
3.1250% | 3.2500% | 3.3750%| 3.3750% 
3 months | 3.2500% | 3.3750% | 3.3750%| 3.4375% 
6 months | 3.2500% | 3.3750% | 3.4375%| 3.5000% 
12 months | 3.375096 | 3.4375% | 3.5000%| 3.6250% 
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SMC plans public s 


From page BI 

“1 guess it isa surprise if they will 
do so at this time. They are just con- 
solidating their Australian business- 
es last July The questions are why 
and why so soon? People think they 
should fix up their Australian busi- 
nesses first and create synergy and 
when the timing is right, offer the 
shares Ifthe sole purpose is to raise. 
capital, the debt burden may be a 
bit painful,” one local analyst said, 
requesting anonymity. 


Ayala posts 12% 
increase in profit 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


AYALA CORP YESTERDAY SAID ITS NET 
income grew by 12 percent last year to P8.2 
billion from P7.3 billion in 2004. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ех. 
change (PSE), Ayala said the growth was fueled 
by the strong performance of is operating sub- 
sidiaries, including Ayala Land Inc. Bank of the 
Philippine Islands and Globe Telecom. 

Lowerinterest expenses and gains from the 
sale of shares in АШ and Manila Water Co. fur- 
ther boosted earnings 

ALI posted consolidated profit of P3.6 billion 
in 2005, up 21 percent from yearago level. 
Revenue also grew by 22 percent to P22 billion. 

Revenue from residential development 
business and shopping centers rose 10 per- 
cent and 22 percent, respectively. Sales of up- 
per mid-income housing products through 
Subsidiary Community Innovations grew by 
75 percent, while sales of affordable housing 
products through Avida Land rose 12 percent. 
АЦ earnings last year were partly boosted 
by gains from the sale of its stake in the MRE 
project in the first quarter of the ear. 

BPI posted a 2]-percent increase in unau- 
dived net income to P8.1 billion in 2005. Its 
{otal revenue grew 23 percent. 

Globe Telecom's consolidated net income 
last year hit P10.3 billion which was, howev- 
er 9 percent lower than year-ago level 


‘Another analyst said this year 
may not be a good time for SMC 
to list its Australian businesses 
given its debt profile 

"Who will buy the shares if you 
have not shown any synergy or 
solid financials yet? Who will buy 
into a company with a debt bur- 
den?" another local analyst said. 

Analysts expect SMC to shed 
light on the issue when it holds an 
investors briefing on Thursday to 
report 2005 financial results. 
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PRODUCTIVITY TRAINING 
. Endorsed by the Construction Industry, 
estis oy tha Get Santen —— 
| Construction Management Seminars 
{Based on he Project Management Body of Knowtedge, USA) 

‘Construction Project Management March 1-3 
Construction Project Time Management Apri 27-28 
Construction Safety Seminars 

‘Accredited by DOLE-Bureau of Working Condition) 
Construction Safety & Health 

Construction Supervisory Seminars. 
Rebarworks 

Masonry WorksiConcrete Works 

Formworks. 

Electrical Works 

Plumbing Works 

Equipment Management 

Orientation Seminars/Training for 
Engineering and Architectural Students. 
(Subsidized training program) 

Seminar on Construction Safety 

Rebar works/Concrate works/Formworks. 
Block works & Plastering 

Building Electrical Works 

Plumbing Works 


March 27-31 


Open for 
reservation! 
in-house or 
in-company 


‘Our Cantor 1 Cavite i one of ino biggest in South East-Asia. We 
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AT LAST, 
READY AND SET TO GO — 24/7 


iniróducii, CitsécOnlina — thé temet stockbroker thats always posed 
and ready to trade at your pace, Night or Day. Rain or Shine, Bull or Bear. 


CCitisecOnline is loaded with powerful and cutting-edge online tools for the 
self-directed investor. Get complete and wide-ranging information, an 
off-hours trade placement facility, real-time quotes, charts and transaction 
data. And to give you assistance on the website's functionalities, 
CitisecOnline even has a customer service center. 


CitisecOnline services are at your fingertips at the dick of a mouse — 
зал. With one of the lowest commission rates in the market at only 
0.25 per cent. For you, that means trading power that accrues. A minimum 
investment of P25,000 is required to register. For more information, log оп 
to wwwaltiseconline.com and know what its like to flex your trading 
muscle — online. 
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P245 per column centimeter 


подопв Ойсе 10 
Benoy, Cagayan do Ою Ciy 
‘Standard Form Number: БЕЧАРА ОЕ 
Contract tor the Construction of 100 TCC Warehouse. 
st Baloy, Cagayan de Oro City 
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Republic ol the Philippines 
h Sepana ot France 
3 INSURANCE COMMISSION 
3071 Unted Natons Avance 
Manila 


INVITATION TO BID 


The insurance Commission (IC) ias eligi bidders to submat bids lor he 
Burcase cl ha folowing IT Equipments. Aoted budget is Ps2,500,000.00 


A THREE з) SERVERS 
È. TEN (10) WORKSTATIONS (BRANDED) 

©. TEN (10) LAPTOPS/NOTEBOOKS (BRANDED) 
©: SIX (6) LASER PRINTERS 


А complete set ol Bid Documents can bo acquired üpon submission of а 
ten application and upon payment of non-refundable (во of TWO 
THOUSAND PESOS (Ps2,000.00) rom February 21, 2006. A pre-bid 
orlerenca wil be held on March 3, 2006 al 9:00 AM. 


Bid proposal must be submited in мо (2) sealed envelopes and labeled аз. 
[s 
A. Engibiity Check Envelope containing: 

1. Legal Documents; 

2 Technica Documents, 

Š Financial Documents; and 

$ Ore documents such as valid ont venture agreement, in case of a 

Joint ventre. end leer authorizing the ВАС or ts duly authorized 


More Classified Ads 
on page A1-17 


Topresentative o verily any or all ot ie documents submited for 
дону check. 

Technical and Financial Proposal Envelope 
Exgbity check screening ss well as he preliminary examination o Bids shall 
ad not decrelonary ‘passa стега Post qualifications ofthe lowest 
саслана ба shal bo conducted. 
‘A particulars relativo to the ЕВУ Statement end Screening. Bid Securty, 
Peformance Securty. Evaluation on Bids, Post quallicatons and award ot 
‘Contact shall be governed by the provisions o! НА 1984 end implementing 
. goverment rulas and regulations. 
Dadîna ol submission af sealed bids shal notbe later han 4:00 PM on March 
22-2006 and bids shal be opened at 8:00 AM ol Ino folowing day at tho 
Fencton Room. insurance Commission, 1071 United Nations Avenuo. 
For inquies, please contact Ms. Nancy V. Camalqal/rel S Sim at Telephone 
Nos 825-7521 and 404-1684, especial 
1С assumes по responsibilty whatsoever to compensate and indemnlty 
‘ers югалу expensas cured in na preparation ol the bid 
IC resorvos the right to eect any or al bids, wave any minor defects meren 
(ha accep! the offer most advantageous o те goverment. 


(So) PAMELA F. PITAS 
опата Bide and Awards Commitee 
Noted by 


(God) EVANGELINE CRISOSTOMO-ESCOBILLO 
insurance Commissioner 


x aT 
Wwww-henrybútchercom 
Optical Disc Drive Manufacturing Equipment 
Sale Closing: Thursday, 23 February 2006 at 600 PM (Local Time) 
Located: Laguna, Philippines 
1ECROY 1372 Wave Runner, (12) KIKUSUI COR 5500, (18) COR 
VVV 
ПИШИ S5710 Oxciloscopc, HP $4068 Osciloscopes; YOKOGAWA 
71510 Osciloscepe (б) RUS KOM 67655 Jer Meter 
(S) PANASONIC VETHSÀ Audio Analyer, AGILENT 42638 LCR 
fete O) YOROGAWA Reflow Oven Profiles (8) LEADER 2566 
Мике», (2) NIKON Auto Comets: Aid Тако АН 
Eauipment HOS Power Supple; MADA РЇ Scales HOS 
Be Torque Meters, COROM Мове Measurement Chambers; 
NÉPON Pulse Heat Power Supples, NUTEK Liong Conveyors; 
Magntyng tamps, etc 
Viewing: Strictly by Appointment 
To register please ilt our website 


For further information please contact Michelle Trias at 
та: 852 291011 Ema 
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EIS perc м for reservations / cancellations / corrections 


s] Monday to Sunday 
12:00 noon 
Day before publication 


* 9 
LUZ ЕВАСАМТЕ HUESCA 3 "Come to ME, all you who are weary and burdened and I 
| 


will give you rest.” . 
ша 08 a eee T Matthew 11:28 


Her husband Canuto (1); children Teresita and Roberto 
Ordoyo, Reuben, Agustin and Remedios, Rhodora, 


Soe 7 JOSE “Peping” V. PURUGGANAN 


of her soul of Aparri, Cagayan and S. E D. NI. Quezon City 
Her remains lie in state at their residence in Barangay 
Baldoza, La Paz, lloilo City. n Peace and Grace joined our Lord Father 


Interment vill be on Sunday, February 26, 2006 и Christ . 
(P ine King Memorial Park, Pavia, fiolo afer the och n Nas. Ф ге салан aE 


2 
[523 His bereaved wife PRESING; children ALMA & ANDY MARQUEZ, FE, EVELYN 


& SID AGBAYANI, PANCHO & SHIELA, JAYJAY (1) & MATHIE, PRECY & 

| WINSTON MUNGCAL, IRENE & JUN MONTALBO, TONY; grandchildren 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. ALAN (t), MARIE, LIZA, ANDREW, JOSEPH, JOHN, ALDRIN, MIGUEL, MARA, 
JOYCE, JAYSON, JASMINE, РЈ, PIA and LUIGI; great grandchildren, brother 
RODOLFO, sister NENA, relatives, friends and his dedicated nephew JOJO request the 
equ cuevas eee, pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


ти. Nos. 712-3001 * 743-6502; Mla. — 711-6931 o 35 


Wu Yuet Em 


His remains lie in state at St. Peter Memorial Chapels, Quezon Avenue, Quezon City. 


„ © interment will be on Thursday, February 23, 2006 at the Holy Cross W 
Memorial Park after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. — 


[Dein Chua tu ова ас. | Fe u 


we design OBITUARIES tor tree 
7 cy 
The Most Loved Mother and Grandmother To everything, there is a season: 
ү 4 


and a time for every purpose under the Hea 
SOCORRO QUINTANS POSADAS LLAMAS rper se arsi 
i v A time to laugh, a time to cry, 
(Coring) Aime for sorrow and a time for joy 
wife of the late Judge Alfonso J. Llamas Sr. Ecclesiastes 3: 2 and 4 
has joined our Creator on the 
18th February 2006 at the age of 85. 


E اا‎ CJimotso Nagrampa Sarte, fr 


Sonia and Miguel Tan Blanca and Bojie Flores 
Alicia and Gil Pedrozo Alfonso Jr.and Moni Llamas. of Pili Cam. Sur & Naga City 
Vimisiaand Benji @) Mercado eral Peacefully joined his Creator on February 16, 2006 at the age of 71. 
great-grandchildren NESTOR MANDIGMA, GIL JOSE & 
request all relatives, friends and readers to pray for the eternal repose of 
her soul. DON & MARIJO, CARLO & FLORENDA, 
Her remains lie in state at the Eternal Garden Chapel, Dagupan City. Dodoy, Bunonoy, Dorothy, TJ, Raiza, RJ, Cindy, Kar, Indoy, Kyla, Pandoy, 
Interment will be on Thursday, the 23rd of February 2006 after the 10:00 BJ, Julia, Kim & Adrian, brothers, sisters and in-laws, MARTIN, tBISHOP CONCORDIO 
a.m. Mass at the Eternal Garden Chapel. MA. SARTE, ANGELINA & EMILIO INANDAN, tLUDIVINA & t ATO 
TURIANO, ELENA & tENRIQUE NOBLE, ATTY. ROMEO & LILIAN, ANTONIO & 
SALVACIÓN, Nieces, Nephews, relatives and friends would like to request pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at Funeraria Imperial, Pefafrancia Ave., Naga City. Interment will be on 
THE ER IT AGE P & K February 25, 2006 at Eternal Gardens Naga City after the 9:00 АМ Mass at the Our Lady of 
= Pefiafrancia Basilica Minore, Naga City. 


FORT BONIFACIO Daily paraliturgical services is being offered every 8:00PM. 


Our dearly beloved 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels * US-made Caskets Catered Meals х „ 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & EN GIL C. DE LEON 
Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards ze r San Juan, Rizal 

Lam the Resurrection and the ife, He who believes in Me 98 


*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads тәй live; even though he dies, and whoever believes in Me Has joined his Creator 
7 8 ö 5 „„ 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 П сне renin ein sae stLa Funeria 


I Fred Ruiz Castro Educational Foundation, Inc Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 
= و تھ‎ 

g 

$ 


| LEONOR ESPENA BENOZA 


Principal, Payatas Annex B Elementary School, Q.C. 
Peacefully joined our Lord and her parents, ORLANDO and HENEDINA 


22,2006 32:00 p.m. st the Himlayang Pilipino, 


The Honorable Quezon Chy. 


mage BENJAMIN R. RELOVA 
| (U.P. Law Class of 36) 


tho passed ашау in the Grace of our Lord керте 
оп February 16, 2006 at the sh 93. For God so loved 


and brother EULOGIO on 17 February 2006. | His bereaved children Manolo; wife Coca; grandchildren. vorld, that He gave 


Carlos, Monique and Margarita; son John and Nanette 
Relova; and all relatives request the pious readers to pray. 
for the eternal repose of his soul. that whoever 


Her brothers and sisters Rebecen Cagmat, Minerva Tamana, Libertad Tagaza, 
Isagani and Benito, in-laws, aunts, nephews, nieces and other relatives request the 
pious readers to join them in prayer for ber eternal repose in heaven. ea 
Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Inc. Chapel B, at G. Araneta Avenue, St, Palanan, Makati Ci believes in Him sh 
Quezon City. His remains will be cremated at The Heritage Park, Fort not perish but hav 
Interment wil be on 23 February 2006 at ihe Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina Bonifacio, Taguig City alter the 1:00 p.m. Mass on everlasting life.” 
after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 6, February 21, 2006. 
John 3:16 


Boan — 
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PMAP University of Makati partner for Compensation Management Program PARM 16th annual confab, Feb. 22-25 


THE HUMAN RESOURCE the exercise of the human re- in West Rembo, Makati City. Planning and Acquisition (for. THE PHILIPPINE ACADEMY ОР Chaiian of Prosthetics and Оло, 
Management Development Cen, source development functions. The ССМ course is part of merly Recruitment-Selection Rehablltation Medicine (PARM) will ics Department of the New York 
Management Development Сеп. SU MAP and ihe faculty of Uni- PMAPs Diploma in Human Re. Placement), Certificate in ̃ be holding its ] 
Management Association of the versity of Makati designed the source Management (ОНАМ) nization evelopment, tion on February 22-25 at the Jerome Albert Quintas, POA are the 
2... Certificate in Compensation program. Completion of five Certificate in Labor Relations, Tagayay j,, informa- 
111 (CCM) course, PMAP cenlfeate courses merits and Certificate in Human Re- and Prosthetics, A Comparte Поз avs Putur ihe PARM 
пену of Макав Campana. which wili run for eight Satur- а post-graduate Diploma in Hu- source Management (CCM). Review and Updates 7 oeme: Secretariat, Suite Рише Point Plazi 
0% 22, man Resource Management. The For other information, PMAP the convenon wi аера profes. Condominium, 112 Panay Avenue, 
participants with the relevant 2006 at the Graduate School other certificate courses are Cer- maybe contacted thru telephone Edelstein, Adjunct Associate Profes- Quezon City, Telefax (02) 415-9048 
арий attitudes, and skillsin Building of University of Makati tificate in Human Resource numbers 726-1532/81/88. sor ar Columbia University and or email at parmphtyahoo.com. 


Stop the devastation from 
becoming an even deeper tragedy. 


The news, unfortunately, is everywhere. As you read 
this, hope dims for rescuers searching for signs of 
life from townspeople buried under 25 to 35 meters 
of mud, rock and debris in Bgy. Guinsaugon, St. 
Bernard, Southern Leyte. There are 400 survivors 
so far, but as many as 1,200 are still missing, Among 
those feared lost is an entire school filled with 
children taking their annual achievement exams. And 
now, there is a forecast of another tropical depression 
with the threat of more landslides that may affect 
the people in nearby barangays. Around 1,400 
families have already heen evacuated. 


REPLY FORM 


© YES, | want to make a difference in 
the life of a child in devastated areas. 


1 am donating the amount of: 
— ج‎ ias 


to the UNICEF Emergency Funi 


ипісе у 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


In tragedies like these, survivors pick up the pieces as best as 
‘they can. Schools and homes are destroyed, and loved ones are 
separated and gone forever in а matter of minutes. Thatis why 
we at UNICEF are asking for your help. 


Hope must be kept alive for the survivors, and especially for the 
children. In emergency situations such as this, the youngest of 
children are the most vulnerable. Although they have lost the 
most, they stand the best chance of carrying on despite the 
circumstances, if only we can help them. And that is why we 
at UNICEF are calling on you now. 


Survivors need provisions for basic nutrition, clean water and 
sanitation, medical care and psychosocial intervention. They 


need to be accounted for and placed with their families and 
relatives. Children must be protected from exploitation and 
trafficking. School books and materials must be replenished as 
part of rehabilitation efforts. Unless survivors, particularly children, 
are cared for immediately, efforts to rescue them will be in vain. 


WE MUST ACT NOW to protect those who have survived and to 
prevent further loss of lives. UNICEF NEEDS YOUR HELP. Any 
donation you make to the UNICEF Emergency Fund will be greatly 
appreciated, and used for the welfare and support of children 
affected by tragedies such as the landslides in Southern Leyte. 
Please donate to the UNICEF Emergency Fund NOW. 


UNICEF needs your help. You can send your much-needed donation through any of 


the following ways: 


edit Card Number. 


Expy Date ———HBÓ 


CIT cen est treo digits printed on signature pane! of 
the reverse side of BPI Card only) 


Signature. 


Your Full Name . 


Mailing Address [J Home [Office 


| Telephone Numbers ово ра your anno phone numbers] 


Residenca MÀ 

Business ——ͤ 
[ ———€—— — — 
dil nre ree 


E-mall Address — — 
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MONDAY ARTS & BOOKS ө TUESDAY FITNESS @ WEDNESDAY 2BU e THURSDAYFOOD @ FRIDAY FASHION & BEAUTY 


An orange a day... 


and blended. Then the juice is 
pasteurized to control microor- 
ganisms that may be harmful 
‘when consumed. 

Not only did Tropicana pioneer 
the pasteurization of orange 
juice, it made sure no flavor was 
lost inthe process. 

Each carton contains 20 or- 
anges, which means you are able 
to enjoy having freshly squeezed 
orange juice minus all the hassle. 
And because Tropicana is pure or- 
ange juice, you get to enjoy all ће 
health benefits. 

‘A glass of Tropicana will give 
120 percent of your Vitamin C re- 
quirement for the day Vitamin С 
has been found to help protect 
against cancer, heart disease, oth- 


fond inquirer ila . (Globe) and 306 (Smart) 
lar umad а apr. HestyGinqurercem ph 


LOVING 
is healing/ C4 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


By Pam Pastor 


ERE ARE SCARY 

statistics: Studies 

show that the av- 
erage person drinks soda 
10-15 times more than 
juice. 

That means so many people 
are missing out on the benefits of 
regular fruit juice intake. 

‘Tropicana Pure Premium Or- 
ange Juice, the world’s most pop- 
ular not rom concentrate or- 
ange juice drink, hopes to change 
the figures. 

‘Tropicana Pure Premium, 
which was started by Italian im- 


migrant Anthony Rossi in 1947, 
boasts of having 100-percent all 
natural orange juice—without 
sugar, water, artificial coloring or 
preservatives. 

It has remained true to its phi- 
losophy, "Nothing added, nothing 
taken away" No wonder it has 
been a breakfast staple for many 
families in different continents 
for decades now. 

‘And now, thanks to Pepsico, 
‘Tropicana Pure Premium is avail- 
able in the Philippines. 


Handpicked 

Oranges are carefully hand- 
picked from groves in Florida, 
Washed and sorted before the 
Juice is gently extracted, filtered 


‘TROPICANA Pure Pre 


ium contains fiber that can promote the 


health of the digestive system for optimum performance. 


inflammatory conditions 
caused by harmful oxygen free 
radicals, and even the common 
cold. It can also help maintain 
healthy skin and gums. 
Calcium-enriched 

‘Tropicana has a variant that 
contains calcium and Vitamin D 
thatean help prevent osteoporosis. 
or brittle bones. ts potassium con- 
tent—as much as a bananz's—can 
help reduce the risk of high blood 
pressure and stroke. 

Orange juice is also rich in fo- 
late, which keeps your mind and 
body alert and can lower the risk 
of heart disease. Pregnant wom- 
en need folate to help reduce the 
risk of neural tube birth defects. 

‘Your digestive system will also 
reap benefits from regular orange 
juice intake: Tropicana Pure Pre- 
mium contains fiber that can pro- 
mote its health and optimum per- 


How can 
orange juice 
help your 
body? Let 
Tropicana 
count 

the ways 


formance. 

Those watching their weight 
need not worry—Tropicana Pure 
Premium is fat-free. 

Members of the media en- 
joyed recently a Tropicana 
‘Weekend at the Mandarin Ori- 
ental. The healthy lunch was 
enjoyed with glasses of Tropi- 
cana, naturally. Then the group 
went to the spa for a relaxing 
massage. 

Dinner at The Tivoli was a de- 
light: Amuse Bouche (mussel for 
the women, foie gras for men), 
Cream of Wild Mushrooms with 
Garlic Croutons, Australian Beef 
Tenderloin, Chocolate Pavlova 
with Leatherwood Honey Ice 
Cream and Marinated Mangoes 


and Pralines. 

Mini bars in the media guests’ 
rooms were stocked with Tropi- 
cana and other Pepsico products. 
‘There were also orange-inspired 
pastries and sweets, courtesy of 
the Mandarin Oriental. The food 
was good and the service was ex- 
cellent. 

‘The weekend was as refreshing. 
asa glass of pure orange juice. 

Now, orange you glad you have 
a healthier choice? 


Tropicana Pure Premium is 
available in your favorite super- 
market. 


Email the author at ppas- 
tor@inguirer:com.ph 


Circuit, interval and cross training 


IF YOU ARE BORED WITH YOUR 
workouts and feel like the fitness 
improvements you used to see 
have vanished into thin air, then 
you may want to try circuit, inter- 
val or cross training. 

"These methods are not new. They've been 
around a long time and, in fact, if you stick 
around a gym long enough, you're bound to 
hear about them. Here are the advantages 
and disadvantages: 


Circuit training 

Circuit training was invented in 1953 as 
an efficient way for coaches to train many 
athletes in a limited amount of time with 
limited equipment. 

The exerciser moved through a series of 
weight training or calisthenics "stations" ar- 
ranged consecutively. It was a fast-paced 
workout of 15-45 seconds per station with 
little (15-30 seconds) or no rest between sta- 
tions, Today this is known as "circuit weight 
training." 

Research has shown that it can increase 
muscular strength and endurance. There is a 
mild improvement in aerobic stamina but 
only if the rest periods are kept very short. 

Another variation is "aerobic circuit train- 
ing. Aerobic stations like a treadmill, rower, 
bike, or stepper (one to five minutes per sta- 
tion) are interspersed with weight-training 
stations. This protocol has been found to in- 
crease aerobic stamina and muscular en- 
durance and strength. 


Interval training 

Interval training was the brainchild of Dr. 
Woldemer Gerichler of Germany in 1930. 
He found that athletes could exercise at 
more intense levels if hey were given inter: 
vals of rest or relief to recover from the in- 
tensity. 

Interval training alternates periods of 
high intensity (called the work interval) 
with periods of lower intensity (called the 
rest or relief interval). One work interval 
and one rest interval equals one cycle. There 
are usually eight to 10 cycles in one workout 
Session. Its quite demanding so it should be 
done on alternating days. 

"The ratio of work to rest intervals depends 
on you, A ratio of 1 is to 3 (1:3) means the re- 
covery is three times as long as the work. An 
example is 30 seconds sprint and 90 seconds 
Walking. A 1:2 ratio would be 60 seconds 
Tun and 120 seconds jog. 

It is a time-efficient workout that trains 
both the aerobic and anaerobic systems. Aer- 
abies is steady and continuous (walking or 
Jogging) while anaerobic exercise is short 
‘quick bursts of power and speed (running as 
fast as you can for 30 seconds). A marathon 
is aerobic while the 100-meter dash is anaer- 
obie. 


WELL AND 
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Tina Juan 


“The raining enhances sports performance 
because it mimics the way the heart and 
muscles have to work in sports of a stop-and- 
go nature like soccer and basketball. I can 
фе adapted to almost any sport. For example, 
swimmers or cyclists could alternare sprints 
With slow swimming or cycling. 

High intensity interval training is danger- 
ous for people with low finess levels. How- 
ver, the concept can still be used by alter 
nating intervals of moderate and very low is 
tensity exercise. For example, walk ata mod- 
erate pace for wo minutes (work interval), 
апа then walk at a very slow pace (res inter 
val) for two minutes. 


Crosstraining 

1а the early 805, runners realized that by 
adding biking and swimming to their pro- 
frame (hus was born the willen b they 
оша prevent overuse injuries, develop new 
skills and strengthen muscles not used in 
Tunning while sill maintaining their aerobic 
pe 

The Easter Bloc counties also discov- 


With our rock-bottom rates, 
your new home is 
closer than you think. 


1уеаг 


10.25% 


2-year 


11.00% P10,322 


3-year 


11.25% P10,493 


5-year 


11.50% P10,665 


"Rates apply ony for new tem loan releases were purpose s acquisition, 
Construction or refinancing. Rates are subject to change without prior notice. 


For every loan anoint of P1,000,000 with a 20-year lan tem. 
ой 845-8772 or text PSBANK HOME AD yos rame» <yout landline ros 


Эш emak dires then send to 391-772 lor Smart or 0917-890-2327 
Rr lobe and oter users. 


ered that when their athletes did low-level 
training different from their sport, on their 
rest days, it enhanced recovery and main- 
tained fitness levels better than pure rest. 

‘Cross training means doing different exer- 
cise activities either during the same work. 
‘out session or on different workout days. It 
relieves the boredom of doing the same exer- 
cise all the time. It helps you burn more calo- 
Ties by not allowing your body to become too 
efficient at one activity. 

If planned properly it prevents muscle im- 
balance by working all your muscles. For ex- 


cncumei 


m 


mis 


What are the common heart disease in 
children? 


Text disease is children are classified into acquired md 
song The most common acquired heat diem is 
Rheumatic Henr Dass There are two types of eb 
bow disci) Acyanotc and 2) Сулобе group (bue babies 
“The most common congenital hor disces is ventricular ера) 
dele. In this condition, биге is a "hole" inthe septum the 
deres which separates the pumping chambers of the hor 
the let and right эша. Appermce of the signs and 
symptoms of his disenso wil dopend on the size ofthe dois. 
‘Small defects may go delete but argo defects my manifest 
as rapid or difficulty in beating, рох sucking, api hoart bot 
sod poor weight gein. The most common eynatie hear de 
(bus babies) is Tetralogy of Fallot, manifested as bluish 
discoloration of the lips aa mabeds. The abovementioned 
discuss, surgery is indieated if symptoms appar ely. 
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These methods 
are actually 

not new. They've 
been around 
along time 
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STUNNING 
debutante 
Ginger Ongin 
apink gown 
cof rose petals 
by Larry 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


. LIFESTYLE 


GORGEOUS Ginger O. was presented the 18 roses by: (front row) Benedict Pua, 


Ezekiel Quidilla, Patrick Lao, Howard Chang, Sherwin Yu and Earl Tanmantiong; (back) Gochioco; and brothers Jeremy and Jeffrey during the cake-cuttit 
Xavier Ortigas, Tecson Lim, Jedrel Ong, Elis Chua, Eduardo Firmalo, Kevin Chong, "гули elon o gg ч 
À Gavin Go, Larson Chan, Jeffrey Ong and Reginald Tan. 


A royal ball for a princess 


COTILLION de Honor participants. Front: Ryan Contreras, Ма. 
Beatrix Requeza, the debutante, Erica Herrera and Ivan Chan; 
(standing) Patrick Lao, James Lim, Melisse Ang, Vincent Fideles, 
Sophia Ng, Pamela Hwang, Charles Ty, Sheree Chua, Justin Uy, 
Johanna Kho, Osbert Wong, Johanna Ty and Glenn Ng 
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GODFATHER Eddie 
Lim 


THE DEBUTANTE and partner 


GINGER issweptoffher Raymond Anzures perform a ballet 
feet by dashing Marc. number with students of Julie 
Nelson. Borromeo's Performing Arts. 


WHEN 1 WENT TO SWITZER 
land to accompany a world-fa- 
mous Philippine healer and psy- 
chic surgeon in his healing mis- 
sion, to my surprise, Rudolf and 
Michelle traveled all the way 
from Grenoble, France, to 
Zurich, Switzerland, to meet me 
atthe airport. 

1 did not expect them to do 
that, so 1 had arranged for a 
young Swiss psychologist and re- 
searcher named Rene Schultz, 
whom I also met in Manila, to 
meet me at the Zurich Airport. I 
introduced Rene to Michelle and 
Rudolf, 

‘They had instant rapport be- 
cause of their common interest 
in Philippine healers and the so- 
called New Age Philosophy. 

‘They decided to stay in our 


D 
young charmer Ginger 
Ong, daughter of mega 

taipan Jovy Ong and his attrac- 

tive wife Genie, looked every 
inch a princess as she ent 

Makati Shangri-La He 

Ballroom for the celebration of 

her grand debt 


Opera Ball. The ballroom was a 
viral Austrian palace with huge 
towering 

columns, red 

curtains and 

white drapes, 

grand staircase 

anà _ majestic 

chandeliers, The 

foyer was filed 

with lush green- 

чу жыл а Arcache 
cool, garden like 

ambience 

The ушш 
splendor ves 
complemented by the strains of Jo- 
hann Strauss waltzes, superbly 
played by the 30-piece Manila 
Philharmonic Orchestra, no less, 
dablings, that signaled the start of 
the dance for the traditional chi- 
chidebutante's bal. The event 
featured the Philipp 
Quant, 

In keeping with the elegance of 
a royal Бай, palanggas, everyone 
was in their best form 

As expected, 
drew “obs,” "ahh 
plause from the invitees when 
she walked in, coming down the 
grand staircase regally in 
gorgeous Larry Espinosa gow: 
which was fully covered w 
Swarovski crystals. 

Ginger wore another Espinosa 
masterpiece toward the end of the 
affair—a pink gown with beads in 
the shape of perais. 

Aprés her formal introduction, 
the beautiful faces in the eren 
made their way to the dance floor 
in pairs, drawing loud, loud ap- 
Ваше from the cheering crowd. 
‘They opened the dance with an ek- 
egancwalz 

аз truly an awesome sight- 
Moi watched the dance of 18 roses 
that included the waltz, бошто, 
tango and swing, superbly chore- 
ogrsphed by Anamarie Quirino. 
Without missing a beat, the cus- 
tomary 18 candles and cake-cut- 
ting ceremonies took lace. 

"Then it was nostalgia time with 
an audio-video presentation of our 
debutantes growing years. 

"The highlight of the affair, and 
her shining moment, was when 
Ginger dazzled us all with her fan- 
tastic voice as she sang hits from 
Broadway and romantic movie 
themes. She was followed by the 
Madrigal Quartet, a group of fab 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


singers from the University of the 
Philippines College of Music, head- 
ed by Mark Carpio, Ginger vocal 
coach and mentor, по! 

More surprises? Why not, 
alanggas? This multifaceted, bril- 
jant young ті? dancing talent 
һай everyone in соп 
tion and admiration as sh 

breathtaking ballet piece. 

Hunky sportscaster and versa- 

television host Marc Nelson 
'emceed the event, with his charac 
teristic wit and humor, palanggos. 
The glitzy af- 
En fir befitting a 
regal young lady 
making her tran- 
sion to ful 
womanhood 
came to an end 
pas: Cinderella's 
bedtime, 
dahlings. 

Cool Ginger 
remained totally 
glam, as she par- 
Hed like the 
incess she was for the night 


pated arrival in another scene wi 
a big bang! His super famous Thai 
resturant, the unmatchable Peo- 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2006 


GINGER with her famille: Eldest brother Jedrek with wife Sunny 
and son Justin; her dad, business taipan Jovy Ong, and mom Genie 


ceremony. Penk Ching did the elegant birthday cake. 


DIXIE Mabanta with our very own Tim Yap, People's Palace main 
man Colin Mackay and Mariko Jacinto 


ED Feist and wife, Silk Cocoon's 
wonder woman Katrina 
Goulbourn; with Mark Jentes 


— 


MYRZA Sison, Andrei Wisniewski 
and Mariano Garchitorena 


MARK Sauncerson, Chico Angeles, Jacqueline 
Rohrbach, Richard Evans and Shahid Zahid 


ples Palace, once in downtown f 


has now transferred to its 


Greenbelt in uptown 
palanggas. 

For the fab opening bash on an 
evening with a bright full moon, 
Mackay brought to Makati his 
renowned street partes in Malate, 

juced the concept 

ries" Boys would 
be girls and vice versa. Drag 
queens, as in the famous Tiffany 
show in Pattaya, Thailand, min- 
gled with tons of invitees. 

"Celebrate... he palate is open!" 
That was the tag line in 
Чоп. Many people were fashion- 
ably on time, arriving at 7 p.m. We 
were welcomed by tal drag 
queens in long sequined white 
gowns and fantastic white ostrich 
feather headdresses, looking like 
they had just stepped ош of 
Brazil's Carnival del Rio, dalings. 

As soon as we stepped in, we 
were treated to an assortment of 
excellent Thai canapes and finger 
foods, like Tod Man Pla with Cu- 
cumber Relish; alime favorite 
Pomelo, Prawn and Coconut Sal- 
ad; and the cool, refreshing Iced 
Pandan Juice and Lemongrass- 

ger juice, palangeas. As the 
happening got going, more and 
more drinks were poured. 

"The opening was a reunion of 
some sort, as moi watched the up- 
scale crowd that induded the 


DADIE 


ARCHITECT Tonichi Mendoza, who worked on People’s Palace; 
Philip Eisenbeiss, Bo and Wabby Lindquist 


k 1 


BEAUTIFUL twosome Inez Delgado and 
JIM Tan and talented Chukri Prieto, with cousin Karla Delgado and 
Gemma Suzara Fer dad, businessman Ricardo Delgado 


diplomatic set, tons of expatriates 
and Manilles café society just like 
the crowd that used to hang out 
and enjoy Malate six years ago 
when Mackays restaurants 
opened—the consistent Sala, Peo- 
ples and Joy, natch! 

People's Palace is stl one of the 
best Thai food places in town. Now 


it has an ultra-modern and cool 
setting, gorgeously and tastefully 
designed by talented J, Anton 
"Tonichi" Mendoza, по less, 
palanggas. 

les a must to call for reserva- 
tions as itis packing them in, both 

lunch and dinner, especially on 
weekends. Сай 7292888. 


hotel because of their strong de- 
sire to meet and be with the fa- 
mous Filipino healer, who was 
invited by a wealthy Swiss jewel- 
er paralyzed from the waist 
down. Western doctors could no 
longer help the patient, 


Another man. 

On our second evening at the 
hotel, Rudolf said we were going 
ош. Rene had rented a car. Í 
thought the four of us would go 
out together I was ready to get 
into the car after Rene and 
Michelle when Rudolf held me 
back and said with a smile, "No, 
Rene and Michelle are going out 
together. The two of us are going 
toseea movie" 

T thought it strange but man- 
aged to say, "Oh, okay” As the 


INNER - 
| AWARENESS N 


Мс 

Jaime T 
Licauco 
two drove away, Rudolf and 1 
walked to the movie house, 
We were staying, I couldnt re 
member what the movie маз 
about because it was in German. 

"after the movie, Rudolf and 1 
went back to the hore couldn't 
sleep that night. My 
Servaive medieval Catholic way 
of thinking coulda’ understand 
‘what was happening. 

How could Rudolf, who was 


very much in love with 
le, allow her to go out in 
wening alone with another 
am? Is this for real or am 1 
imagining things? 1 heard later 
that Michelle and Rene returned. 
tothe hotel around 2 m. 
During breakfast the follow. 
ing day, 1 noticed Michelle and 
Rene had become very friendly 
with each other, even sitting be- 
side each other at the table. 1 no- 
ticed Rene would even hold 
Michelle's hand or occasionally 
tap her shoulder. She would re 
spond with a girlish smik 
Rudolf took all this casually and 
without any hint of ange 
approval, He must have 
puzzled look on my f 
later that moming, when Rud 
and 1 were alone, he explained, 


The love story of Rudolf, Michelle and Rene 


know chat in your country women 
have very limited choices on 
whom to interact or socialize 
with. There is too much restriction. 
on their behavior. dont believe in 
that, Tbelleve in giving the woman 
1 love as much freedom as she 
wanted.” 


More incredible 

This was too much for me, 1 
did not think this could ever hap- 
pen in the Philippines. A week 
Jateron my way back to Manila, 1 
witnessed something even more 
incredible. 

After the healing session in 
Switzerland, we all went our 
separate ways. The healer and 
his companions went to Ger- 
many. | went to Paris to visit a 
friend and Rudolf and Michelle 


returned to Grenoble, France. 

After a week, I was to go back 
to Manila via Zurich, 1 made ar 
rangements with Rene Schultz 
to stay overnight in his apart- 
ment so he could bring me to the 
airport the next day. 

1 took the train from Paris to 
Zurich. At the train station, 1 was 
surprised to be met by Rene and 
Michelle. "Where is Rudolf?" 1 
asked. 

"Oh, he is not around,” Rene 
replied. “He brought Michelle 
here because she wanted to stay 
with mea few days. n sorry you 
cant stay with me in my aparte 
ment because It is too small. Ive. 
booked you in a hotel instead; 1 
dido expect this development." 

Neither did L» 

To be continued 


» 
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Rising demand for bottled water raises new concerns 


THE DEMAND FOR BOTTLED sive than gasoline. Teach consumers, transported by ding Insitute reported that 86 Similar problems had been re. vironmental Protection Agency for 
‘water, which is increasing world. Some of the largest increases in boat, train and truck. percent of plastic water bottles ported in Texas and in the Great tap water were more stringent 
Wide. is producing unnecessary bonded water consumption ос. Fossil fuels are also used inthe used in the United States became Lakes region of North America. than the Food and Drug Adminis- 
garbage ‘and consuming vast curred in developing countries, packaging of water The mostcom- garbage or litter, Farmers, fishers, and others who tration's standards for bottled 
quantities of energy she said monly used plastic for making wa- Burning used boules produces depended on water for their hel. water. 

uly old. reporting for ^ What is of grave concern toen- ter bottles is polyethylene tereph- poisonous byproducts such as hoodsweresuffering from concen -Though clean, affordable drink- 
anh enen News, said global con. vironmentals isthe cost interms thalate (PET) derived from crude chlorine gas and ash containing trated water extacion as water ing water was essential to peoples 
sumption of bottled water reached of energy consumption resulting oil. heavy metals. Buried water botties tables dropped quickly. health, Arnold said bottled water 
ion O M (21 billion gal. fromthe growing demand for bot — Making bottles to meet just can take up to 1000 years to Though consumers associated was not the solution to the prob. 
Jons) in 2004, up 57 percent from ed water. ‘Americans’ demand for bottled biodegrade. bottled water with healthy living, lems of 1.1 billion people who 
Jon) i lon tee consumed ive Armold pointed out that tap wa- water requires more than 1.5 mil- The rapid growth in the indus- Arnold said bottled water was not lacked a secure water supply. 
years earlier. ter was distributed through an en- nough ty also meant water extraction guaranteed to be any healthier Improving and expanding exist- 

Dena is rising even in areas ergy-efficient infrastructure. On to fuel some 100,000 US cars for a was concentrated in communities than tap water Some 40 percent of ing water treatment and sanitation 
where tap water is safe to drink, the other hand, transporting bot- Айде, some 2.7 million where Бота plants were locat- bottled water began as ар water; systems was more likely to provide 
‘Arnold said although bottled wa. бей water over long distances in- lastic are used to bottle ed, the author said. In India, she often the only difference was safe and sustainable sources of 
ter was often no healthier than tap volved burning of massive quanti- water each year. said, water extraction by Сось Со. added minerals with no marked water over ће long term. In vil 
"water in the industrial world, it ties of fossil fuels. "After the water is consumed, la for Dasani bottled water and health benefit. lages, rainwater harvesting and 
could cost up to 10,000 times Nearly a quarter of all bottled another problem arises—disposal. rinks caused water short- — She added that in the US, wa- digging new wells could create 
‘more and was even more expen- water crossed national borders to said the Container есу. ages for over 50 villages. ter-quality standards set by the En. more affordable sources of water 


Workshop Be in the First Class Class 
for special children à н At par with О.Р, Ateneo and La Salle 


A LECIUREWORKSHOP ON “СОМ. p Rolling Admission for January to February 2006 
ducting Educational Assessment and : i 
Creating Learning Programs for Chil- 
dren with Special Needs" will be held to- 
day and tomorrow, Feb. 21-22, at the 
Center for Alternative and Relevant Edu 
cation (CARE) Foundation Inc. in New Another IAME Graduate 
Manila, Quezon City. 
Romina Rizzari, SPED specialist and | | J, Dc Mind namo ihe Che Exc of 
educator, is conducting the lecture- | | sfa anes commer a por emani Menia euere m 
workshop designed for SPED teachers, | | боис menal buik enc wi 
therapists, parents, caregivers and advo- | | sie P#Biion Hes ako te e Gasca! oes of 
cates pe ns biceps 
"The lecture-workshop covers, among — Nowe — 
others, Taking a Childs History (devel | Le eee, ee, 
oping rapport and positive working rela- ТЕ Fay icis Dci tane кекке 


tionship with the family); Conducting | | бина жа remet Morem o coat ot 


Finance & Investment / Banking Email testing@iame.edu.ph 
L^ Developmental Assessments (screening ‘Strategic Supply Chala Integration where be designe and HRD Direct Line: 8962355/58 
rendus eed ERTS 


а Pert Terminal Incorporated аз an example The defense her 
weaknesses); and Writing Recommen- ens held athe TAME ANC Stodio/Thestre of ihe Not Santos Other Lines 7572608 or 09 loc. 12 


C Mes an Text or Call: 0920-2142320 
the child's program). —— —̃ ?— olitica nom 
Prioritizing Teaching Targets (deter- Rebeses, PhD. and Ped Slender, сопоту 


mining what to teach first) and Creating | | ©” es Senco s on of AME modei р. 


. Extension (turn left ой), 
vidualized settings) are topics covered pl rU seyn Management 1061 Metropolitan Avenue 
bythe module on Creating Learning Pro- | | Зака eee rast sions ard j 

grams * : ыкы = Political Economy Makati City 1200 


Reservation to the Lecture Workshop | | Бекитти ea, 


is Coen Pam Pam a CARE Founda. | | esie uty wn ia 

LEX Ave, New Mant MEC coii international Academy of 
бат, 22 qi Cal 7003665 or emali | | “Жез АШ tte bt sein ри Я 
а ооа о 2 Management and Economics 


Management 


peace Log on: wwwiame.edu.ph 


Or visit us at Ayala Avenue 


ORI: PTET: 
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COUNCIL FOR THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN 
DOH, DSWD, DepEd, DILG, DA, DOLE, DOJ, NEDA, NNC 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER... 


LIFESTYLE „„ 
Love protects and heals 


“God's ability to give is infinite, prophets since time immemorial. 

We limit it by our own unloving The only way to walk the path is 

perception.” -DeepakChopra 0 be in a state of love. And so, it 
all begins with the heart. 


T= BODY HAS А Health benefits 


center where love While no one has directly 


and spirit meet— proven that love cures illness, it 
its called the heart. And has been well-documented that 
where there is healing, the opposite is true—people who falling in love is the best and only 
there is health. are constantly depressed, angry. way to prevent catching a cold in 
But there із no healing without 2021005, stressed and wanting winter. This means that, long be- 
taking the path to love. This is ac. ате at high risk of contracting all fore medical research was боле, 
cording to great sages and kinds of diseases. love was already considered an 
in fact, folk wisdom says immune booster. It is said that 
love provides homeostatic bal 
ance {the state of perfect body en- 
Фу). hood through your home, sion. But in truth, your energy is Heart boosters 
а ge ee re иы ы nee ee oes te ieee ere 
between being loved and in love ronment) formed your belief sys- newing. If you give up on love, ө Stop smoking M 
and the lowering of Bod pre i love will give up on you. 1 
ure or the prevention of cancer, ifyour programmi 
most will atest that being with x ifyourprosremminE Meditation on the heart 948% ад 
тея wil ate м Беа tn . pur. Imagine a heart burdened by Manage our weit De 
the objet of уош ое alae yon о бету We? What then? is hurt pain, fear К has been сла азата ly 
22... this not violence to the self? Ac. weighed down over the years. IS Grogenated ols, cholesterol. Eat 
. signif. cording to Deepak Chopra, MD, time to unburden it and lighten more fish, fresh vegetables and 
icant effect on your health. in the "Path to Love,” any belief its load. feuis. Take supplements- 1,000- 
۴ Чыг attacks your ability to value e Listen to your heart without mg calcium, 300-mg magnesium 
4 Letlovein ourself is а distortion. Thus . Qai Vitamin C, B6 and E, Coen- 
Take Good Care of your Heart with се pes Беира into mE of = Faan m 23 Find a comfortable spot and zyme Q10 (CQ10). Add lecithin 
zh 2 eir ives have evolved because highest self deserves its highest position- sid prier: 
<) plestrint Coconut Fiber Capsule. . and love without excep- S җук spem aaa ее 
the porci medicine tat ve Hon $ Be quiet. W 
3 - ~ is hey have learned not to bee Feel valued and appreciat- ө Brezthesiowly 5 
e e eR MCN este оо de e Lider I CIO. 
tee the absence of love: not for who they are. Ifyou val. ches. E Be ks suy bee o 
® Teel fearful, numb and ue yourself then your emotional e Find the place where feel. you, If your Feste e 
ID Ee PPV 
Of guilt and fear failure, humilia- you value yourself, the more you awareness. کا پو ا‎ 
D ion, rejection is to numb feel- have something to give to others, © See its light, which could be healer E 
and u happy outlook in life are 35,7| ings. Numbness repels sensitivity sk yourself “What would pink. white, gold or blue. ا‎ 
s eee Ба ad ү and openness, the foun f a person truly love about me?" ө Rest your attention there. е 
vat Donk oor for |а ората your guilt be the only real and enduring an- Now allow the light to fill your Reference: “Vitamin Bible for 
ed take 23 cps of- cause it isa negative emotion. x Coler jn Ge diues pou ааа M 
lestrim? айу and e Live on misconstrued and 2 Failed at love and are too heart will speak. 
MS youe heart healthier and preprogrammed beliefs. You exhausted/tired to even try © Allow all your feeling, You are all invited to my Beauty 
pal Ere what you believe and what again. If you gi dreams, hurts, longings to be and Wellness Day with Smart and 
5 Others гей you to believe (your ee wil fow leased MM, Fh. 25, at SM Megamall 
. танаьа | Programming began since child- ple who ack  Keepstil for 10-15 minutes. Gall 4152272 oc 5638. 


sige combination of aturat 
coconut fiber and garlic which 
helps reduce the risk of heart 
diseases, A high-fiber дин, 
combined wih regular exercise 


SMART Invites You m EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


To Live Good Life With Standing moon 


(Vet to know the secrets to a fairer 
and more flawless skin. 


2 1 x ^ 
@ cover he many ways you can perk up 5 


cise stretches the sides of the bent in length and depth. One. 


our relationship with your partner p breath means inhaling and ex- 
te E MO Yee pare Equipment: haling. 


9 Ne icing diagonal 

: 5 Exercise technique: wile you are leaning to the side 

T) Gem about the safest way to diet. E 1 Sean wi dur feet to. instead of juse allowing YOU up- 
gether Pur your palms одев. per body o fali sideways 

== mi er wah thumbs crossed inthe 3. IF it bothers your shoul- 

Now, you can get these and other timely Н * TT... ders, separate your palms and 

and timeless tips on diet, health; beauty yourarmsabove your head. keep your arms at shoulder 


d 2. Elongate upward then width 
and wellness with SMART'S Good Life lean your body to one side. 4. Ifyou feel like you are un 


with Cory Q. mobile service. ^ 3. Hold for three to five balanced, keep your feet hip 
breaths width apart. 
d^ ta DOG i 1 A Return to the middle and 8. If it bothers your lower 
Text C4 ) to 0 9 66 > bring your palms down to the back, bring only one arm up 
ا‎ 4 Middle of your chest Rest and keep the other one by 
3 Jour shoulders for two t yourside by placing your hand 
2s x ‘ Haree breaths then repeat е on your hip. 
: exercise on the other side. Repettons: 
аде d o lactone Wedomancetps Do only one repiion per 
ious pes soar : 4 | Meke sure your inhala site 


Just text C9 ASK <your 


02966 i Circuit, interval... 

Ex: CQ ASK How can | be 

E 2 — N 
forever young? ample, runners have strong legs Circuit Training Routines” 

and weak upper bodies if they Er Len Kravitz: "The Fitness 

dom eross vin with weight lif. Professional's Guide to Circuit 


Inanutshell Nois: Th citi ons 

ireuitraining has no rest pe- Professionals of the Philippines 
dee pen po бшп one station will hold the Fines and Manage- 
to the next with the same inten- ment Seminar-Workshop оп Feb, 
800 al throughout, in interval 25. The American Fitness and 
ung messy goes up and Aerobics Association will hold a 
den rone taining is simply Kickboxing Workshop on Feb. 24 
боп. diran pe of exercise and Resistance Class Workshop on: 
Eling days or Feb. 26. For all events, call Joy at 
аш he same workout ses. 9202762, 0917.5181202 or visit 
sion iwwnnftessphilippines.org. 


‘Sources: “Peak Performance; Visit wwe.cingjuanfitness.info 


